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Companions,

In giving my message for this year I would like to stress several key elements of recruiting 
members. 

First would be Communication between Our Councils, Lodges and the other Concordant 
Bodies.  Yes, we have a declining membership and communication is one of the biggest 
problems hindering our recruitment of Brothers and Companions.  If you talk to members of 
the Fraternity, the majority of Brothers don’t know about the Concordant Bodies, not to 
mention who we are, what we are or what we stand for.  This is a total and complete 
breakdown of communication, which is our fault.  There isn’t a Lodge in the State which 
shouldn’t have been visited by the Companions of the local Council and other York Rite 
Bodies.  If there is a Lodge in your District that you haven’t visited or communicated with in 
your surrounding area, Do so!  How else are they to know that we are even out there? 

Second is “Education”.  There are programs or Degrees if you will, that show Our Brothers 
that there is more to Masonry beyond the basic degrees of Lodge.  We must educate our 
Brothers in the Lodges by performing programs such as the “Peculiar Stone”, “Fervency and 
Zeal” programs or “The Four Rs,”just to name a few.  Too many of us have never seen these 
programs or been part of one.  We have to change that! I would ask each of you to consider 
putting on these programs ASAP so we can start to turn things around.  I would attend any 
Lodge, Chapter or Commandery that you have contacted or been invited to perform an 
introduction to Cryptic Masonry.  

If you want copies of these programs “The Four Rs” is listed on the Grand Council web site.  
The others are listed on the Grand Chapter web site for easy down loading.  Let’s start using 
these tools and start making a difference!

Third would be during your Official Visits try to stir an interest in recruiting.  Too many of us 
are happy just going to our meetings when we should be out recruiting.  Our numbers won’t 
increase if we stay complacent in our numbers.  

Last year MI Fowler’s message was “The Rest of the Story.”  Mine is “Back to the Beginning!” 
Very few Companions equate the timeline of our Fraternity with our Degrees.  Our Degrees in 
Freemasonry don’t follow the timeline as they should and we are missing out on so much and 
it is truly a shame.  



In the Blue Lodge we start our history with the death of Hiram Abif and his demise caused by 
the three assassins.  We should actually be starting with those Three Great Worthies who 
established the first Masonic Triangle.  King Solomon, Hiram King of Tyre and Grand Master 
Hiram Abif.  This is the only way to really have a true understanding of what our history is 
really about. 

Royal Arch publishes a small yellow booklet which portrays the true chronological order of 
how our degrees should be presented.  Every Cryptic Mason should be checking the Lodges 
for these booklets.  If they are not available seek them out at the Grand Ram office and make 
sure they are available for all the Brothers and Companions.  We should all look into the 
chronological order of our degrees to stir an interest in our history dating back to the 
beginning.  One look at this booklet will show you how any Master Mason who fails to take all 
the Degrees and Orders in the York Rite cannot possibly have a thorough knowledge of even 
the Symbolic Lodge. 

Another step would be to educate our Companions by using the work book published by 
General Grand Council.  Every Council should make these available for the Companions so 
we all have the opportunity to learn and grow thru education.  Now, I am asking each Grand 
Line Officer, DD and AGL to check each Council for this work book and request that each 
Council that does not have one available order one ASAP.  There is so much information in 
these books that can be used as a recruiting tool that we can build from.  It is truly sad that we
have so much history that we don’t ever hear about! Let’s start to change that!

Please remind All the Companions that there are Awards for recruitment.  We have the Ish 
Sodi Award for bringing in five Companions during a Cryptic year and the Meritorious Ish Sodi
for a combined total of 25 or more New Companions over a period of time.  These are both 
coveted awards that are presented at Grand Council every year for the Companions who 
attain these goals. 

Cryptic Masonry still continues with our Charities of Parkinson’s Research, Children’s Tumor 
Foundation (Neurofibromatosis) and the Masonic Youth Groups. 

In support of these charities there is the Solomon Arch Society that Companions can donate 
to, gradually and annually, and receive a beautiful medallion to wear proudly showing all that 
we are a part of a system that truly cares about our fellow man.  The Grand Line Officers 
should encourage and furnish the forms for the Solomon Arch Society during their visits. 
The Parkinson’s Foundation is truly a worthy cause.  Anyone who has seen a person or a 
family member develop Parkinson’s can testify how horrible an affliction this disease can be. 

The Children’s Tumor Foundation in searching for a cure for Cancerous Tumors in Children 
should always be a priority when donating. 

As always, I am a huge supporter of the Youth Groups and encourage all Companions to visit 
and support our youth.  I personally attend many of their functions and am always impressed 
with their actions, Ritual and fellowship and camaraderie.  We could take a few lessons from 
them! Please search out the Youth Groups in your area and get behind them.  You will be as 
pleasantly surprised as I was. 



Lauri and I would like to wish everyone a very safe and prosperous year and look forward to 
greeting many of you in your Councils. 

Zealously,

Most Ill. Phillip J. Chandler
Grand Master
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York


