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The most Puissant Grand Council. of Royal and Select Masters
of the State of New York, convened in Annual Assembly in the
City of New York, on Tuesday, September 2d, A. D. 1879,
A.·. Dep.·. 2879.
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PRESENT.

M:.I.·. GEORGE l\'l. OSGOODBY, ..................... GRAND MASTER.

T. ·.I.·. THOMAS DARLING, .............. ACTING DEP. GRA.ND MASTER.
T.·.I.-. JOHN L. BROTHERS, ............... ACTING GRAND P. c. OF w.
R:.I.:. DAVID B. HOWELL, ....................... GRAND TREASURER.
R:.I:. GEO. VAN VLIET,. .......................... GRAND RECORDER.
R:.I:. THOMAS H. FLOYD,. ..................... GRAND
OF THE G.
R:.I.-. DARWIN E. MORGAN, ..................... GRAND c. OF THE c.
R:.I:. PETER W. VERHOEVEN,. .................... GRAND l.\'lABsIIAL.
R:.I:. and Rev .•JOHN G. WEBSTER, ................ GRAND CHAPLAIN.
R:.I:. JOHN J. MARTIN, ........................... GRAND LECTURER.
R:.I:. ALBERT E. LEACH, ......................... GRAND STEWARD.
R:.111:.JOHNSON FOUNTAIN,........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GRAND SENTINEJ,.

c-.

Together with the Representatives of the following Councils:
COLUl\'IBIAN, ............ No.
UNION, ............ ..... ''
BROOKLYN, ............. "
A DELPHIC, .............. "
BLOS8, ................... "
BRUCE, .................. "
SOUTHERN TIER,....... "
BUFFALO,. .............. "
DORIC, .................. "
KEYSTONE,. . . . . . . . . . . . . "
DE WITT CLINTON, .... "
ONT ARIO,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . "
DONKIRK, ............... "
PALMYRA,. ............. "

1
2
4
7
14
15
16
17
1!)
20
22
23
25
26

BATAVIA, .............. No. 27
UTICA, .................. " 28
KING SOLOMON,........ " 31
PENT ALPHA, . . . . . . . . . . . " 3G
CRYPTIC,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 37
KONHOCTON,........... " 40
CORNING, .............. " 53
PEEKSKILL, ............. " 55
HUDSON, ................ " 62
SING SING, ............. " 64
ITHACA,. ............... " 68
NEPPERHAN, ....... ·.... " 70
ALPH-OMEGA, ........... U. D.

With Past Thrice Illustrious Masters:
JESSE B. ANTHONY,
JOHN HOOLE,
PHILANDER REED,
E. E. THORNE,
RALPH E. PRIME,

I l.__~~~~~~~-G-E_o_.,_¥_.T_H_o_R_N_.~~~~~~~~~-·
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And the Representatives of .the following Grand Councils:
ALABAlVIA,
CONNECTICU'l',
FLOlUDA,
GEOHGlA,
INDIANA,
KANSAS,
LOUISIANA,

MAINE,
i\'IA.SSACHUSETTS,
~UCLHGAN,

MINNESOTA,
MA.RYLAND,
NEW HAlVIPSHmE,
N. BRUNSWICK, Can.

NEW .TERSEY,
OHIO,
ONTALUO, C1m.,
PENNSYLVANIA,
RHODE ISLAND,
SOUTH CAROLINA,
VERIYIONT.

The Grand Council was opeued in ~\:trnll)Jille ~OA:m.,
On motion of R:.I. '. P. W. VERHOEVEN, all Companions Select
Masters in good standing were invited to seats, as visitors, at this
Annual Assembly of the Grand Council, except at such times as
prohibited by the Constitution.
On motion, the reading of the Minutes of the previous Asse~
bly was dispensed with (printed copies being in the hands of the
Representatives).
.
M. ·.I:. GEO. M. OsBOODBY, Grand Master, then delivered the
following

~ADDRESS.~
THRICE lLLUS'l'RIOus CoMPA~ro~s:

The revolving cycle of time has again brought us together within the recesses
of our S.-.Y:., and as we look one another in the face, and recognize of those
here Companions who have worked with ns and borne t)ic heat and burden of
·the day, our ilearts' ir,voluntarily are raised in silent adoration and thanksgivings tu the Great Master for this renewed txpression of His loving favor.
Another year has passed away since we last met here,· anrl its history is indelibly engraved upon the mile-stones of the !lge, and stored away in the
archives of our Order. The year hns gone into the gulf that hns remorselessly
swallowed up century after century, and has formed another link in the chain
which has brought this Grand Council to its threescore years and ten. Occupying as we clo, this position of responsibility, we are to take note of th.e
muffled years stealing down the slope of time, and although we look forward
to the future that is yet to come to us, with bright anticipations, it is now our
duty to revert as well to the past. Each of us rejoice as we greet this new
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year in our history, !mt it is well for us to look upon the year that is wrapped
in its winding s!Jeet, and to learn from its lessons wisdom to guide us in our
f1,1ture work. We know the past and what it has given to us as the reward
of earnest labor in behalf of our beloved Rite, but for the future, the coming year approaches us filled with the forebodings and doubts that ever surround the dark unknown. What is concealed in the clouds that veil it from
our view? Is it to bring to us suns!Jine, joy and prosperity, or is it to bring
in its train storm, despondency and adveisity? Is it to bring to us the vital
renewal of strength and life, or is it to bring to us disease and death? Your
work, my Companions, is to answer the question, it will bring with it whatever the workers in onr S:.V:. show by their earnest labors they desire.
The past year has been one of advancement and progression, slowly, surely
advancing; the approving smiles of our Great Head have been resting upon
us, and we have indeed great reason to render thanks for the blessings granted
to us; but while we have so much to be grateful for, our hearts turn with unspeakable sadness to the memory of those who were with us, and of us, who
now walk the golden streets of the mansions prepared for the select and
blessed. The loving reminiscence8 of past. associations. of ph,asant !Jours with
those who have gone before us awaken tlH; deepest feelings of sympathy and
sadness; but while we thus monrn our losses, let us rem~mber that the death
of those who die while doing their appointed labors of love and grace, is a gain
to them which our human minds can neither understand nor. appreciate in its
full strength and beauty.
" A little while delayed,
Later or sooner to our seat we hasten,
'Ve all face thither, 'tis the last long home."

It is with gratitude t!Jat I report that the fell destroyer Death has made but
one attack upon our ranks that has been reported to me. I am informed by
R:.I:.Companion CARLOVITZ, Grand Recorder of the Grand .Council of
Florida, "that. on the 7th day of June, 1879, at his home in the city of Milton,
Florida, a~ the age of seventy-three years, tile venerable and greatly beloved·
Brother and Companion, WILLIAM MORRILL, P:.M:.lll:.Gr:.Master of that
jurisdiction, and for many years past the Representative of this body near the
Grand Council of Florida, departed this life and !Jastened to the spirit home,
bearing upon his head the dust of this world's highways, gathered through the
traveled years of nearly three-quarters of a century-honored dust-borne
gracefully and well." The first step that man takes in life, is also the first
towards tire grave-as soen as !Jis eyes are open to the light, judgment of
death is pronounced against him, and as though it was a crime for him to
live, it suffices that he liveH to deserve to die. We are like the rain drops of
a summer shower, which from above falling a little way through the air,

,!
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make little ripples on the bosom of the ocean, and so find the end of their
brief life; how similar is ours! Companion Monmr.L was truly a gooct man,
one honored, respected and loved. His work was well done, his example we
have to follow, his reward is already bestowed upon him; and by following·
his example we shall be stimulated to devote our Jives to the cause that is
Just, Right and Trne.
"

~His

colu1nu is broken, but do not deplore him,
His spirit has entered the rnansions of rest,
Tho' the cold hand of Death passed so ruthlessly o'er hhn,
1

His soul is at peace in the home of the blest."

I recommend to you that a memorial page in our records be set apart as a
testimonial to the memory of our deceased Representative, and tnat his seat
here be draped in mourning. I ani indebted to R:.I. ·.Companion CARLOYITZ
for the tribute to his memory furnished me.
I have recefved from the Grand Master of Florida a request to appoint to
the Grand Council of that jurisdiction R:.I:. Companion JAMES A. CHAFFIN,
of Milton, as our Representative in the fmure. I have not, as yet, made the
appointment, as the request was received at so late a elate, I deemed it best,
in view of the neai· approach of this Assembly, to defer it for the action of my
successor in office. I lrnve received no official notice of the death of any other
of our Companions during the past year.
I am happy to state that the work of our Or.der is still progressive. I have
made several visits to Councils liming the p:tst year; the most noteworthy I
will hereafter mention.
I have recomnwndecl for appointment as a Hepresentativc to this body for
the State of New .Jersey, Th:. Iii:. Companion CHAHLES H. THOMSON.
I have granted suvcral dispensations for the election of otlicurs during the
past year for good and sutlfci~nt reasons made known to myself by the Councils reque~ting the same.
Those granted are as follows:
On the 6th day of December, 1878, I granted one to Nepperhan Council,
No. 70.
On the 16th of March I granted one to Hudson Council, No. 62.
On the 2nth of Jannary, 1879, I granted a dispensation to Ontario Council,
No. 23, allowing it to hold an Assembly in the rooms of Milo Lodge, No. 108,
at Penn Yan, for the purpose of conferring the degrees upon several candidates
living in that vicinity, but who were not abll' to go to Geneva to receive the
degrees.
I am pleased to announce to ynu that there is an effort being made, with
probability of success, to establish a Council at Poughkeepsie, in this jurisdiction.

8
On the 18th day of Octoher, 1878, I granted ~t dispensation to RoBEHT H.
BnowN as 'Thrice Illustrious Master, GEOHGE W. BARHELL as Right Illustrhrns
Deputy Master, and to ALBERTS. WARNER as Principal Conductor of Work,
with other Companions, constituting a constitutional number to open a
Council under the name of Alph-Onwga Council, and confer the degrees of
this order at Albion, N. Y.; and on the 20th day of November, 1878, with
the assistance of M:.I.·. Companion .SACKETT, R ·.I:. Companions NonMAN
and MonGAN, T:.I. ·. Companion BIWTHEns and Companion GLIDDON, the dispensation was duly delivered, the officers installed and several (twelve) candidates greeted. This Council is composed of live, working men, having only the
one necessary Ahishar, '.Incl from their report of the work done since its institution, twenty-nine candidates having been greeted, you will he assured that it
is not to become a m.arnnic tombstone, having now, in its infancy, thirty-eight
members. We were greeted right royally, and the visit clost:d with a feast of
reason and a flow of soul around bountifully spread tables in its banquet hall.
I recomnw.nd that a warrant be issued to this Council.
On the day and evening preceding the institution of Alph-Omega Cou11cil,
I made an official visit to De Witt Clinton Council at Albany, accompanied
by H. ·.I.·. Comp1mions NORMAN and FLoYD, und by Companions GLJDDoN,
WILE and CASH, and Im.cl the pleasure of meeting, as the Master of that Council, your Grand Lecturer, and who, by the way, has filled the position with signal
success and ability for years past. The degrees were exemplified upon several candidates in the presence of scores of visitors from all parts of the state,
and when I add they were conferred by R:.I. ·. Companion llfARTIN, you will
not need to have me add that they were well done in order to know the fact.
This Council, under the able administration of this R·.I. ·. Companion, is a
credit to and the pride of the fraternity in Albany. We were here greeted
with appropriate honors, and had a right royal time, the memory of which
will remain as one of the most pleasant of my official visitations.
On the 29th of April, 1879, I made an official visit to Bruce Council, No. 15,
at Lockport, N. Y., and here I hacl R ·.I.·. Companions NonMAN and MouGAN,
together with T. ·.I:. Companions BuoTHEns, of Keystone Council, A. OPPENHEIMER, of Genesee Valley Council, and Companions WM. I-IENGERER, W. J.
Rmwrn, TnoMAS GLrnDON, A. S. WARNER, GEORGE A. NEWELL, A.H. SEAns,
and many others to aid me in the duties of the hour. We were most appropriately received and welcomed. The work was exemplified upon several
candidates, by T. ·.I:. CHARLES CitAIG, and gave evidence of a heart in earnest
in the Cryptic Rite. After the usual routine of business the work was suspend.eel, and we were conducted to a banquet room, where. us at the other
places I have before mentioned, the Companions engaged in a different work
-such a work as is alw11ys eminently pleasant to one who has been fasting.

r·
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This closed with some very interesting· remm1sccnces of Bruce Council, its
founders and supporters, by T.·.I:. Companion CRAIG, in the course of which
he rendered to our late Grand i\Iaster, CHARLES H. PLA'l'T, an carnetlt tribute
of praise for his labors in the Masonic vi"neyard, and particularly in connection
with his work in Bruce Council.
These visits were all of them of that character that the memories thereof
will remain as bright oases of happy social brotherhood, lying along at dist.ant
intervals in the rough ~nd barren pathway of the traveler in the pilgrim:tge
of life.
On the 28th of SeptemlJer last I made an appointment of the different Subordinate Councils for visitation, in accordance with the direction of this body
at its last Assembly, which was as follows:

OFFICE OF THE GRAND i\IaS'rER
OF

Hu

YA L

A N D

S JoJ

J. E C T

i\I A S 'l' E It .i\l A ~ 0 N S

Qp THE STATE OF NEW YORR.

··-;

BUFFALO,

N. Y., ,Sept. 28th, A, D. 1878, A. L. 2818.

RIGHT lr,LUSTRIOUB CoMPANIONs:

'°")

In accordance with the dirc•ctions of the i'lfost Puissant Grand Council, I
hereby appr>rtion the Subordinate Councils of this jurisdiction for official
visitation among you; and allow me to urge upon each of you the importance
and necessity of this work !Jeing promptly and faiU1fully performed. I expect
that every Council named below which has been represented in Grnnd Council, or paid duPs within four years last past, will receive the visit from the
officers appointed thereto. Those named, which have neither paid dues nor
!Jeen represented, I desire you to ascertain the full st!tnding of, hy visit or
letter, and 1eport briefly to me at the earliest prnctieablc moment; .and if there
is the least possible chance of awaking the Ahishars who slumber in their
arches, and again setting the select workmen at their la hors in the erection of
our Glorious Temple, I expect yon will call upon me for such help as is
nectssary, and have this result accomplished. The llfastrr has need of all
his la!Jnrers in this work; therefore, let each one do his duty and do it
promptly and well. Anything that I may be able to do in aiding you in this
work you are at liberty to call on me for, and it will .be cheerfully rendered,
and a personal visit made whenever and wherever necessary.
By faithful, zealous work, my Companions, we can make this year a
memorable one in the history of this Grand Masonic jurisdiction. A gold
lettered year-to !Je remembered with Masonic love and pride,-slrnll we have
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it so? The result will answer, and your reports, which I desire made to me
in full of all your work before July 31st, 187!J, will enable me to place on
record the work of our hearts and hands.
APPOHTIONMENT.

R ·.I:.
H. ·.I.·.
R ·.I.·.
R:.I. ·.
R ·.I:.
R ·.I.·.

CHARLES W. Bw•WN, D.·.G. ·. M:.,Nos.1, 4, 14, 20, 35, 46.
CHARLES NoRMAN, G. ·.P. ·.u. ·. of W. ·., Nos.17, 22, 26, 33,40, 68, 70.
TH<>MAS H. FI.OYV, G:.C:. of G:., Nos. 16, rn, 22, 38, 45, 61, 67.
DARWIN K MORGAN, G:.C:.. C:., Nos. 15. 25, 27, 32, 41, 56.
PETEH W. VERIIOEYEN, G:.M: .. Nos. 2, 7, 30, 62, 70.
JOHN J. MARTIN, G. ·.L. "• Nos. 21, 28, 2!J, 34, 37, 64.
R. .. r.-. JoHN G. WEns·rEn, G:.U. ·.,Nos. 23, 53, 66, (ill.
IIL ·. ALBEHT E. LEACII, G. '.S.", Nos. 24, 31, 36, 55, 67.
With kind regards ~nd wishes for the health and prosperity uf your charges,
lam ever,

/ j /~··'?~'~·k.~n

~~

1

Grand l\Iaster.
Grand Recorder.

A.nd I am glad to state ti.mt your ofucers have entleavored, in lhe rnnin, to
perform their duties in regttrd to th~se visitations. Rome of those assigned to
visit have been interfered with in the performance of their duties by the band
of disease laid upon them .in such severity that life.has been endangered, and
their duties, in part, have been left undone, but under such circumstances as
to excuse them from any thought of neglect. Your Hight Ill:. P. ·. C:. of
W. ·.,I regret to say, has been very ill for several months past, [l,lld has been
not only prevented from making some of his visitations, but ha8 been unable
to do any business whatever. Confined to his bed, and at times it has been
feared that he would never again be with us in our annual meetings. But,
thanks to [l, kind Providenee, he is now regaining his healtl.i., and we hope
soon to hear of his perfect recovery. I luwe the pleasure of presenting herewith the reports, as made to me:
M. '.I." GEo. 1\1. OsG-OODBY,
l\Iy

DEAR SIR AND COMPANION:

My hurried departure for a far western trip finds me on the eve of starting
with my official report to yon yet unwritten, and I must now be brief, for
lack of time to properly prepare it. It was your pleasure to assign to me for
visitation t.he several Councils hereinafter mentioned in their numerical orcler,
in regard to which I most respectfully submit the following report:

J
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Columbian Couucil, No. l, of New York City, 11as made during the year,
five new members, is out of debt, with a balance in the Treasury. Columbian
has a history of which she is justly proud, and ofticers who feel a lively interest in the Rite on account of her history. It is not prolmlJle that she will
relinquish her name, her number or her charter so long as a constitutional
number of her members can be found to maintain her organizat.io11, and the
same is true of all tlic city Councils. There are members in each of them
who foe\ a deep interest in Cryptic Masonry. By uniting their strength there
is no doubt that great success for m1r Rite can be assured in that portion of
the jurisdiction.
A joint meeting of all the ciLy Councils was held in J uue, at which time the
work was exemplified by the Grand Lecturer,.who was present by my request.
1 was unable to uttend, but was informed that all the Companions took new
heart, as the result of this meeting, and the interest they manifested indicates
that by cooperation the three Councils can bring about a revival which will
do them all good.
Brooklyn Council, No. 4, is doing fairly-it. is doing some work, 1111d its
members have a growing interest in the Hite.
Bloss Council, No. 14. I had hoped to have an opportunity to visit, in order
that I might receive new inspiration myself; for this iB one of the few Councils which will compare favorably with Lodge, Chapter or any other .Masonic
body of whatsoever kind. The demands of business. however, prevented my
making the visit, though, so far as the needs of the Council were <'Oncernecl,
no one has suffered thereby. Under tbe present Master, T:.I. ·. Companion
E. H. DYER, Bloss has lost none of her wonted vigor, and none of her ever
existing brightness. I 8hall hope at an early day to visit her, if not officially
yet as an humble member of the Hite, to be benefittecl by receiving some of
the rays whicb she has to shed.
Keystone, No. 20, located at Buffalo, is distinguishetfby lrnving furnished
so many illustrious ofticcrs to this Grand Council. I presume this Council
Wfts assigned to m,e from the fact that I formerly made frequent visits to _Buffalo. Circumstances.have been such thnt, except at great sacrifice, I could·
not go so far to visit her. As the G. ·.M:., a past G. ·. M. ·. and another present
Grand Officer all reside there, and the Council is always in a most fionrishing
condition, I thought I could be excused from making the visitation.
Hornellsville, No. 35, has held no meeting for several years. Its last elected
Master removed to the west soon after his election, and the remaining Companions permitted the regular times of meetings to pass without getting
together, until it became difficult to obtain a quorum, and the Council slumbers.
I visited Hornellsville for the sole purpose of endeavoring to resuscitate the
Council, and found much latent life still there. I have the promise of several
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Companions of the Council that they will reorganize this month, and as an
aid to their so doing, I recommend that their back dues to the G:.C. ". be remitted, am! that the G. ". l\I:. visit them at a time to be named in advance,
thus securing a first meeting, after which I have no doubt of the success of
the Council.
1 have no time to visit Zabud Council, No. 46, and as no response came
from my letter to her, [ am constrained to think that not only the M. ·.but
the entire Council has ''gone wtst." I hanlly think, howevn, that it will
"grow up with the country." With this hurriedly written report, finished
while waiting for the train to he11r me away from the meeting, which I so
much desired to attend, I beg to offer my best wishes for the continuecj success of all the Councils which have been blessed by your administration.
Wishing yon a long life in which to contemplate the good results of your
labors, I am,
Truly and Fraternally Yours,
CHAHLES W. BROWN,
Deputy Grand Master.

Tuesday, Aug. i:lOth, 1870.

HoCHESTEll,

N. Y., Arn. 28th, 1879.

To l\I. ~.1. ·. UEo. 1\1. OsuoonnY, GRAND l\TAS'J'ER OJ<~ ·rnE GRAND CouNcn~ OF
ROYAL AND 8ELEC'r MASTERS OF THE STATl<:: OF NEW YORK:

l\ios'L' lLLUSTiuous StH:

One year ago you instructed me to make official visitations to certain
Councils in this jurisdiction.
Below I have the honor to report to you a performance of these duties, and
trust that they may meet with your approval. These visitations have not
been to me a harrl or 1rnpleasant task, but rather a labor of love, and in .the
E:xercise of them I have gleaned much valuable information, which I ilm satisfied will be of great use to me in furthering the interests of the Cryptic
Rite.wherever I may be placed. I have always been accompanied on these
·visitations by some of the officers and members of Doric Council, and here
desire to thank them for the kindly escort and assistance which they have
always extended to me.
On September 30th, 1878, at your request, I proceeded to Yonkers, N. Y.,
and with the assistance of R:.I. ". Companion P. W. VERHOEVEN, Grand
l\farshal of this Grand Council, instituted and dedicated Nepperhan Council,
No. 70, in Ample Form, also installed its ofilcers. The degree of R:.l\'I:. was
then conferred hy the T. ·.I .. M:. and officers in a ver;y commendable manner.
This Council is finely ofllcered, and if zeal and ardor in the Cryptic Rite can
accomplish practical results, I am sure this Council will be a creditable ac-

,,I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.
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quisition to our ranks. Ill.·. HALPH E. PHIME is the prime mover in this
Council, and his name alone is a guarantee of its sur,cess.
De Witt Clinton Council, No. 22, Albany, N. Y., was officially visited by
myself on Nov. 21st, 1878, accompanied by the ?If:.!.·. G. M. OsGOODBY and
H. ·.I.·. Companion THOMAS H. FLOYD. The degrees of Royal, Select and
Super-excellent Master were conferred in full form. This bcuncil is indeed
one which would honor any jurisdiction. Never before has it been my fortune to witness the Hitual so pt:rfectly rendered,. and the furniture and regalia
so elegant, the attendance so large, and the interest in our beautiful degrees so
manifest as on this occasion. In this, bis own Council, is clearly demonstrated
the eminent fitness of its Master, Ill.·. J. J. ·MARTIN, for the exalted position
be holds as Grand Lecturer of this Grand Council. In connection with this it
would be wrong to omit mention of the fact that on this occasion the Companions of De ·witt Clinton Council testified the love and appreciation of Ill.·.
Companion MAR'l'IN's services for the past nine years, by presenting him with
an elegant Past T. ·.I:.M. ·.'s Jewel. Worthily bestowed, faithfully earned,
and will be worthily worn. Another pleasant incident was the meeting with
numerous visiting Companions from Troy, Hudson, Utica, etc., and I left
Albany perfectly satisfied that if there had been but a De Witt Clinton Conn~
cil in each one of the States whose Grand Councils have merged with the
Grand Chapters, the Mississippi Plan would have been an unheard of and
unfelt calamity. There was but one Ahishar in 1his Council, and he soon met
his deserved fate.
On Nov. 22d, 1878, 1 accompttnied you to Albion, N. Y/, and tliere formed
Alph-Omega Council unrler dispensation, and at your request, assisted by H:.
I:. DAHWIN E. MORGAN, installed the officers. The degrees of Il. ·. and S. ·.
M.·. were then conferred on a number of candidates by the officers of Keystone
Conncil, of Buffalo, and Doric Council, of Hochest.er. Alph·Omega's officers
arc erudite Mason8, tried in other branches of Masonry, and not found wantmg. Cryptic Masonry will not die while in their charge, but will rather be
elevated, and they will prove themselves the first to support its rights and the
last to desert them. Grand Master OsGOODBY then delivered to them one of
his earnest and stirring discourses on the trusts imposed in them and the
duties expected from them in return. Snch a discourse cannot fail to produce
its desired results.
Konkocton Council, No. 40, Bath, N. Y., I visited on Feb. 28th, 1879. R. ·.
M. ·. degree was conferred by its officers. 'l'his Council has not made much
advanee in numbers since it was first instituted. ·They have lost members by
death and other causes, yet keep their membership at about the same rate.
Considering that they have not been visited by a Grand Officer in some years,
and remembering that other Councils, far more favorably placed than this,

.....
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ha.ve succumbed to the force of circumstances, it is creditable to this Council
to have had the sound of the workman's hammer heard within its vaults, even
if only but once or twice a year. 'Konhocton Council still lives, imd its old
standbyes are still interested in its welfare, and I feel confident that it will yet
improve and thrive.
Palmyra Council, No. 26, Palmyra, N. Y., received me officially on April
4th, 1879. I am sorry to report that they have done but little work in the last
few years. This village is the resting place of the late Ill:. Companion JACKSON B. CuASE, and the busy hum of the workman's implements should be
heard there more often, if but to perpetuate his memory as a faithful and industrious workman. R.·. and S:.111::. degrees were conferred by T:.I:.M:.
MARK C. FINLEY in a splendid manner, and as this old and tried veteran is
again at the helm, supported hy a live staff of officers, I am hopeful for the
future of Palmyra Council.
On. April 29th, 1879, on invitation, I visited Bruce Council, No. 15, at Lockport, N. Y., that being the night upon which R:.I:. DARWIN E. llfouGAN made
his official visitation, accompanied by yourself. This Council is in a healthy
condition. 111.-. Companion CrrARLES CRAIG has served many years as its T:.
I:.M -., and he, besides treating us to a splenrlid rendition of the ritual, in conferring the degree of R ·.lVI. ·.,gave us some interesting reminiscenses of the
Cryptic Rite during the administrarion of Past Grand Master PLAn'.
To Buffalo Council, No. 17, and Ithaca Council, No. 68, I must render an
apology for not visiting them, but as I have been an invalid since June 4th,
I trust they. and you will accept this as my excuse for non-lulfillment of
pledges given to th'\3 Grand Council at its last meeting, viz.: "That I would
endeavor faithfully to perform all the duties assigned to rne by the Grand
Master."
Yoms, respectfully and fraternally,
CH AS. NOH~IAN,
G. -.P. -.o. ·. of the W. ".
UTICA,
GEO.

AUG.

19, 1879.

i\I. OsGooDBY, ESQ., GRAND 111ABTER OF RoYAL AND SELECT
l\1ASTERS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:

DEAR Srn AND lllosT ILI.USTRIOUS COMPANION:

.Herewith please find my report of the Councils assigned to· my care during
the past Masonic year. It affords me pain to announce that, with two exceptions (De Witt Clinton and Doric) no notice from the Subordinate Councils,
as to time of meeting, Master's names, etc., has been furnished. My report
is, therefore, necessarily confined to three Councils instead of seven. The
first Council visited by me wns De Witt Clinton, No. 22, located at Albany.
On the occasion of my visit there were present a large number of Companions
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from different parts of the state, including my Rt. ·.Illustrious Companion
CHARLES NonlliAN, Grand P:.C:.W:. The work of the different degrees was
beautifully and impressively rendered by Rt.·. lll. ·. JorrN J. MAlt'l'IN, the
presiding Master. We found the Council most prosperous in .every way.
After the exemplification of the degrees was concluded, a bountiful IJanquet
was served, to which ftll did ample justice.
March 21st, 1879, I had the clistiuguished honor of making an official visit
to Doric Council, No. I !l, Rochester. 'l'o say that I was right royally received
but feebly expresses the manner in which the right hand of fellowship was
extended. Under the gentle but firm reign of Ht.·. Ill:. Companion NORMAN,
Doric Coundl now stands among the foremost in our jurisdiction. Being in·
pos.session of the standard work, an enthusiastic staiI of working officers, a
full treasury, and last, but greatest and best of all, perfect unanimity amung
the members. Nothing remains to. be done to make this the banner Council of
the country. (And in this connection, .Most lllustrious Sir, you will please
allow me to express my heartfelt thanks to the officers and members of Doric
-more particularly Companions Nou111AN, GLIDDON and WILE-for the
home-like ma1111er in whicb my stay in Hochester was spent.)
As before reported, Norwich Council, No. 67, Norwich, is in a dying condition, caused chiefly by the depression in·business, but aided to a great extent
by there being too many Masonic bodies in the place. In a village like Norwich it is impossible to support a Lodge, Chapter, Council, Commandery,
Lodge of Perfection, Council of Princes of Jerusalem, Chapter of Rose-Croix
and Consistory. The same old story will have to be repe~ted-the weak ones
must go to the wall.
I am unable to report anything from Southern Tier, No. 16, Elmira, nothaving heard anything regarding meetings, etc.
Councils 38, 45 and 61 I hrrve bePn unable to locate. These numbers do
not occur in any Grand Council Proceedings in my possession.
And now, lVIost Ill.·. Sir, I will close my report with the few remarks given
in former reports from me. In the first place, Cryptic Masonry will never be
on a solid founrlation until we force the prerequisite law. Tbis is in our own
hands; but so long as we cringe and ask favors, just so long will our Councils
languish and he considered nothing but sille degrees. Another cau~e of ill-health
to Cryptic Masonry has been the indiscriminate granting of warrants to form
new Councils. There. are Councils in this state which have never held a
meeting from the day or evening they were instituted. My idea, M:. ·.Ill.·. Sir, is
to call in these warrants and affiliate the members with the nearest Council,
thereby forming a few strong bodies where we now have a large.number of
very weak or dead ones. You will please excuse my bluntness of speech, for,
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believe me, no one bas the love of our beautiful degrees more at heart than
myself, and I must ease off my troubled mind once in a while.
Hoping. my suggestions will be accepted in the spirit they nre offernd, and
thanking you for many favors, I remain,
Yours fraternally,
THOS. H. FLOYD,
G. 0. ofG.
NEW YORK, July
GEORGE M. OsoooDBY, GRAND MASTER OF

R. •.

31st,

1879.

AND S. ·.~I.·.

MASONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:

M. ·.Ill.·. Sm:

In accordance with yom <tppointment, I have performed the following
duties:
On September 30th, 1878, I assisted R.·.lll:. CHARLES NoRMAN, G:.P:.C.'.
of Work, in constituting Nepperban Council, No. 70, and instnlling its
officers.
On March 8th. 1879, I visited Adelpbic Council, No. 7.
On March 22d I visited Union Council, No. 2.
These two Councils are doing a great deal of good for the Cryptic Hite,
in New York City under the nble guidance of their presiding officers.
On April 2d I visited Nepperhan Council, No. 70, Yonkers. This Council
shows a perfection in work and properties very creditable for snch a young
hody.
On June 4th an assembly was held in the City of New York, under the
auspices of Columbian, Union and Adelphic Councils. The work was exemplified by R·.IIJ. ·.JOHN J. MAitTIN, Gr.·. Lecturer, with the assistance of
Ill:. Companion WM. DowNs, D.·.l\L ·., Th.·.Ill.·. R. E. PRIME, P.·.C. ·.of
w. ·., R.·.rn.·. PH. HEED, C.·. of G:., Th:.Ill:. H. METCALF, C.·. of c.·.,
Companion WM. GAnmsoN, St.·. It was witnessed with great satisfaction
by nearly a hundred Compnnions from all parts of the state, New Jersey and
Canada.
On June l!Jth I intended to visit Owego Council, No. 30, at Owego, bnt received a letter from the Th. ·.Ill.·. Master that he could not get a quorum, and
tl1at the Council was practically dead.
On July 7th I visited Hudson Council, No. 62, Hudson. The officers were
not all up to the wol'k, having only been elected three months ago, but I have
no doubt that they will make themselves proficient in a short time.
In conclueion, I thank you for the honor of my appointment, and the Companions of the Councils I have visited fol' their kind and fraternal reception.
Respectfully,
P. VERHOEVEN,
Grand Marshal.
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PALMYRA, .July lltl1, 187'B.

GEO. l\L

OSGOOD BY, l\[. ".l. ".G-. ·.~l. ·.,

1..\'::<J, BUFFALO, N. Y.:

M. ·.I.·. Srn:

-j'

I write to inform you of my failure thus far to visit the Councils assigned
to me, and the reasons therefor. I conferred with Companion MACOMB in
the winter concerning my visit to his Council, and he invited me in May; the
date he promised to fix ttnd communicate to me. He did not do it.
I wrote to Companion THOMPSON, and also to Addison, desiring to be informed at what time in May it would be convenient. for them to have me, as
I had fixed upon that month for my visitttt.ions., From neither did I get answer tbat woulcl enable me to fulfill. Addison fixed upon Ascension Day
(May 22), on which my duties r~quired me to be at home.
From the tenor of Companion TnoMPSON'B reply, it was evident that. my
visit there would not !Jc convenient. It would not be of use to visit in
summer.
If I can perform the duty before August, I will do so.
I find I cannot get to either Corniug or Addison in time without being from
home two nights and three days at each time. That is pretty hard. I spent
a day at Canandaigua trying to rouse them and set them at work, !Jut wit!Jout
result. That Council was still-!Jorn.
Respectfully and fraternally,
JOHN G. WEB8TER
Ar.BAXY, July Hlth, 18i1l.

1\I. ".ILL. ".GEO. ~l. OsGooonv,

URAND l\lAs•r1rn OF RoYAL AND SELECT

1\IAS'l'ERS IN 'fHE STATE OF NEW YuRK:

lll. ·.ILL. '.SIR:

Through a mistake of the Grand Recorder I did not receive notice of the
Councils assigned me to visit until about the middle of Febr11ary. Consulting tlie Proceedings, I could find no account of Councils No. 21, 21) and 34
I addressed communications to the other three, viz.: 28, 37 and U4. No. 28,
located in Utica, report that they are doing as well as could be expected, all
things considered. No 37, Saratoga Springs, no answer. No. G4, Sing Sing,
T.·. lll." Companion faAAC TEU\YILLIGER informs me, is making no progress,
and he did not think a visit from me would be of any service at the pres~nt time;
tlieir membership he reports about thirty. As Grand Lecturer, I have had the
pleasure during the year of receiving a number of visits from officers of Councils for instruction, and June 2d, with Companion SoL. S l'HASs1m, V·isitecl Hudson Council, No. 62, and assisted in conferring the R:. and S:. lliasters' Degrees
on three candidates. They had quite a large attendance of members and
seemed to take a lively inten:st in the work. June 4th, liy order of R ·Ill.·.
C. W. BnowN, D.'.G.'.M.·., reported to a committee of the New York City Coun-
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cils, and was assigned by them to preside over a joint meeting of said Councils; that evening .we had a very pleasant meeting and large attendance, and
with the assistance of Companion GARRISON, Past Masters PmME, REED, VERIIOEVEN and others, exemplified the R:. and S." M.". Degrees; judging from the
interest taken in our beautiful degrees by a number of the Companions in the
City of New York, I have no doubt but that the workmen in the S:.V.·. will
be increased during the coming year in said city.
Tlrnnking you, M. ·.UL·. Sir, and other Grnnd Oflicers, for favors received
during the past yEc>ar, I am,
Fraternally Yours,
JOHN J. NJ:AB.TIN,
Grand J....ecturer.

[ have had, during the past year, some questio11s submitted to me for official dccisio11, and I submit the same to yo11, with the conclusions I arrived at
in relation to the same; tltcy are as follows:
Statement J?il'st.-A Companion Royal Arch l\lason, resident of lllinois, petitioned a
Council of Royal and Select Masters for the Cryptic Degrees and was elected. But before
receiving t.he degrees, he removed from the State. The Council in which he was elected
has, with the other Councils of the State, turned over their degrees to Royal Arch Chapters to work. The Chapter with which this Council consolidated declined to repay the
candidate his money, but offers to confer the degrees upon the candidate or to grant permission for him to receive the1n elsewhere.
QnesUon.-Can the Chapter retain the fees and confer degrees or grant such permission 1
lJecision.-It cannot confer the degrees nor grant per1nission for hhn to receive them
elsewhere, and it should return the candidate his n1oney.
Rea.,onN.-First.-When the candidate petitioned, was elected and paid his fees, the
Council had jurisdiction to confer them so that the recipient would be recognized by all
Royal and Select 1\iasters in every jurisdiction as one of their number. Now, if he
received them in the Chapter he could only be recognized by jurisdictions working clandestinely, as all the regular organizations of Cryptic Masons treat those worJdng under
the "Mississippi plan·· as clandestine and withhold fellowship from them. Hence the
candidate cannot t·eceive what the contract between him and the Council which elected
him called for. Second.-The Chapter (were it conceded that it had the power to confer
the degree at all) Jost jurisdiction when the candidate removed from the State, and now
has no 1nore juriRdietion over him than it would have had if the candidate never resided
in its jurisdiction. rJ'hinl.-r.rhe Chapter should, according to the insti11cts of common
honesty, to say nothing of Masonic integrity, refund the candidate his fees, for it cannot
fulftll the contract. His receiving the degrees in the Chapter will not entitle him to visit
a Council in this jurisdiction.
Statement Second.-A. pel'Son who has received the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters
in a Chapter of Illinois applies as a visitor to a Council in this juriscliction.
Question.-Can he he ad111itted without beillg heale(l, and what effect does the healing
have upon him?
·
Decision.-He eannot, nnd in order to be healed it 1nust by a petition, duly rnade, committee a.ppointed, their report received, anti he must pass the 01·deal of the ballot-box ;
if electe<l, he must sign the Constitution ancl lly-Lawe, after taking the obligation. He
then ceases to be a visitor and hecomes a member of the Council which accepts his petition and heals him.

In making these decisions I have been guided mainly by the action of this
body at its last assembly, as expressed in the 6th resolution upon page 85 of its
printed Proceedings, and I desire to add to this that the decisions expressed,
regardless of such resolution, arc my own convictions of what is right in
the premises.
There is one subject which lies near the hea.rts of those who love the Cryptic
degrees, and which has been a source of great solicitude to us in this jurisdic-
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tion as well as elsewhere. AlHI it has hinder<'d our a<lvancrmwnt holh here
and elsewhere very much. I refer to the so-called "l\Ussissippi plan.". I
should not do my duty to you and to the Cryptic Rite if I did not dwell upon
this subject to some little extent. This plan has tended to demoralize the
work and advancement of our Order very much. Many who were looking
forward to and intending to take these degrees even in our own jurisdiction,
have held back and failed to acquire them, fearing that the plan of merging
, with the Chapters would eventually succeed ; and during the past year we
have had this bug-bear to contend with, which has impeded our work and
prevented the accession to our ranks of many that would have come, and has
also prevented tlw resuscitation of several Councils that would otherwi~e be
ready to again assume their former relations with us and l;ecome living stones.
in our Temple. Eight states-Mississippi, Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, Kentucky, Arkansas, N ortli Carolina, Mis~ouri-lrnve already adopted it substansially; some others are deliberating on the subject. This plan has been very
appropriately called "The Modern J;nah and the Whale." The Representatives of these states to this body have been by tbe action of onr last assembly discharged from further attendance upon this Grand Council in their representative characters, and the commissions of our Hepresentatives near the
Grand Councils of such states have been revoked.
The actiim of these Grand Councils presents to us 1he curious estmmt~
which their officers place upon the binding effect of their solemn obligations.
Their Grnnd Masters, after havlng taken upon themselves the solemn obligations to support, maintain and uphold the Constitution of their regpective
bodies, proceed deliberately to violate the obligation and forswear themselves; and, instead of building up the body, attempt its destruction. In
some instances the election of the officers and their taking the obligation, was
only a part of the programme to. destroy the organization, for the resolutions
had been prepared in advance, and the committees selected to perform the
dirty work, who had sufficient elasticity 'about their consciences 10 enable
them while taking the obligation, to be conceiving a way to get absolved from
the same. The reasons actuating these Grand Bodies to the act are also
worthy of being placed on record. Some Grand Masters, (and I would like
to give names, but the record of the act is sufficiently shameful, without our
aiding in passing the names of the actors down to be enrolled in Masonic history by us as recreant to every idea of honor and integrity,) asserts that it is
because they had nothing to do; another thinks because the Grand Chapter
of his state is the debtor in a large amount to the Grnn~l Council, and he is
particularly interested in the Grand Chupter, that, if it swallows up the Grand
Chapter and pays its indebtedness in that way, the interests (?) of Masonry
will be advanced. Still, another wants to raise a fund for the support of the
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indigent, and the benefit of those depcmling on our charities for snpport; and
so the rea~ons pass on, hard times, lack of interest, &c., &c.
"Nothing for a Grand Master to do!" then let him resign and put some
one in his place who will find work in the Master's vineyard, for the harvest
is plenty but the laborers few .. If you had, my Companions, such an officer,
I know very well what your answer would be, whether his office was high in
rank or in the lesser, but none the less important place. The officers who
makes these reports, have invariably worked and sought for the honor of the .
position to be conferrer\ upon them, respectively, that it might add lustre to
their names; but in the future, posterity will regard it as a cloak of shame to
them that they are recreant to their trust The one who desires to pay his
'Grand Chapter's debt by having it act the part of the modern Whale, and
take in the Grand Council as a modern ,fonah, exhibits not only his idea of
the sanctity of an obligation, but also the deep, underlying foundations of
his integrity; taking money, that upon ~isbrtnding the Grand Council belongs
and should be distributed amongst the snbordinates, and letting the Grand
Chapter swallow, with tBe Grand Council, its indebtednes~, to gild the pill.
And as for those who desire to destroy a Masonic body to raise funds for
the indigent, and at the same time destroy his own sworn ol>ligation-allowing us to choose-we should prefer some one else to handle the fund, us
untrue in one es~ential particular, is such a one trusty in others?
This language may seem !Jarsh to use, but I have drawn upon the con! that
holds the veil of charity in order to cover the horrible spectacle from view,
but the veil refuses to obey, and, like the spot of blood upon Macl>eth's hands,
the sight again comes before us in all its hideousness. And though we say,
"Out, damned Spot! out, I say," it will not out, but will ever remain in our
history as a Desert of Sahara, one which the Masonic student and traveler
must pass to acqt:ire a history of the Cryptic Hite in America. Vi'hile, then,
in future years the principal actors in this unholy alliance can, with ll'lacbeth,
say:
"\.Vhat hands are here? Ha! they pluck out mine eyes:
'VilJ an great Neptune's ocean wash this blood
Olean fro1n 1ny hantl? No: this hand will rather
The multitudinous Sflas inear11adine.
Making the green-our rea.~·

And now let us turn to the more pleasant side of this question. I have
been in correspondence with different Grand Councils, and with the most
noted of Masonic scholars and accompli~hecl Masons of the Janel. They are
with us, and in their letters almost invarial>ly have said: "We look to, and
expect the Grand Council of New York to do its duty, and to hold fast to the
faith." And in response I have ever pledged this Grand Body to abide by its
solemn trust, and to keep inviolal>le the sanctity of its obligations. Will yon,
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my Companions, bear me out in my pledge 9 that in future years, when our
steps descend to the last long home, we may have the satisfaction to know
that our labors, though not completed, are yet such as the approving smiles
of the Great Master rest upon and to ble~s. Grand Master MrLTON, of Alabama, says: "Now, while other jurisdictions· may do as may seem to them
best, Companions, I advise you never to consent to a dismemberment, hut
rather let us redouble our efforts to sustain and revive Cryptic )fasonry, and
hand it down to our children, as we received it, with a lustre untarnished."
Grand ~[aster CooLEY, of 1Hinncsota, says in his· address :
"In a few years from this time, u11less I am greatly deceived, there will be
a thundering ·at the door,; of Cryptic Masonry that will require the most
zealous love to admit only good men and true. Until that time, let us guard
well onr doors. * * -x- * I have sent. to other jurisdictions the assurance
that Minnesota would never abandon these degrees as an independent order.
Now, if you will sustain me in these assurances, if you will place in this
chair as my successor a Companion who will watch and protect our interests,
you need never he afraid of the 'Missi;sippi' plan gaining a foothold in this
state."
Grand Master ScoTT, of New ;Jersey, says, speaking of his Grand Council;
"While some of the Grand Councils in other jurisdictions have seen fit to
abandon their separate organiz;itions, and have transferred the control of the
degrees to the Grand Chapters, I trust this Grand Council will ever uphold
the maintenance and control of the Cryptic Rite as a separate and distinct
organization, free from any interference of Capitular Masonry.·"
Grand Master PINCKAHD, of Louisiana, says :
"Let us, then, pursue the even tenor of our way, nothing fearing, in no
wise douiJting, firmly believing that the retrograde steps so hastily t:1ken by
onr late sister Councils will sooner or later have to be retraced. Let us renew
our obligations, and with renewed allegiance g11thcr streng-th anew to support
and sustain this beautiful Masonic Rite in all its pristine glory and integrity,
assured that the Supreme Grand Master will smile approvingly upon all our
laudable endeavors to perpetuate the same."
Grand Master HUBBELL, of Vermont, s:1ys:
"If the 1VL ·.I.·. Companions of the· defunct Grand Councils hacl given as
much time and thought to their Subordinate Councils as they gave to this
'Consolidation' plan, they would to-day be in a happy and tlourisbing condition. Our Grand Council !ms managed to exist for twenty-six years since
the reorganization, and I lrnve confidence to believe she can live a few years
longer; shall we for a moment. tolerate the thought of entering into this
'Unholy alliance? Shall we he among the faithless ones to cry unto the Chapter "to save us, or wr. perish? No, most emphatically no? ~· " * Yer-
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rnont is not recreant to her trusts, but the legacy bequeathed to us and most
sacred and holy, by the prayers and benediction of our fathers, shall be guarded
as the apple of our eye, and by us transmitted to our posterity without the
trtint of treason rtnd without spot or wrinkle."
The Grand Council of Pennsylvania set apart a memorial page to tlrn
defunct Gmnd Councils:

i

"OBITUARY NOTICE."
"In all affection, the Grand Council of Royal, Super-Excellent and Select
Masters of Pennsylvania, inscribe this Tablet to the memory of

THE GRAND COUNCILS OF

AIU<ANSAs, ............................ aged 18 years.
CALIFORNIA,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

17

JLT,INOIS,. ... , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

25

low A,................................

21

KEN'fUCKY,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

"

51

M!SSOURI,............................

14

MISSIESIPPI,. .. .. .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .

21

NEBRASKA,. ...................... : ... in infancy.
NORTH CAROLINA, .................... aged 56 years.
WISCONSIN,.

22

;'-·.,

'
Her Sisters, who, while laboring under an hallucination of the mind, fell
victims to the "suicide" epidemic, and are now resignedly sleeping in tbe
bosom of those who never knew or cared for them."
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The Grand Council of. Pennsylvania enunciated the doctrine in 1867, which
has the ring of the true metal : "That the great good which Cryptic Masonry
is accomplishing, by 'pursuing the true and legitimate landmarks of Ancient
Craft Masonry, will forever eradicate the idea of disbanding or surrendering
her power and authority to any other body of Masons." This Grand Council
still holds to the same doctrine, and Grand Master MucKLE says, speaking of
the itnholy allirtnce: " The old Keystone State stands firmly oppornd to this
action, and regrets such a suicidal course, which is without a shadow of right,
either legally or morally so. With the same projn·iety might a Grand Lodge
make a Union with a Grnnd Chapter or a Grand Chapter merge a Commandcry of Knights Templar, and vice vei·sa." I have in addition had a very
pleasant correspondence with Grand Master MucKLJ<-::, and have bad the
pleasure during the last week of a personal interview with M.
Companion G. C. SHTDLE, of Pittsburg, our Representative to Pennsylvania, and
am assured by him am! by R. '. P:. Companion ,ToHNSTON, Illustrious Grand
Master of Pennsylvania, tlrnt their Grand Council will ever stand firm in the
position it occupies on this question and be shoulder to shoulder with New
York. I intend, by the way, if Providence permits, to visit their Grand
Council at its next Assemhly in 'February.
Grand Master UTLEY, of Michigan, says: "Our members have not been
infected with the Mississippi delusion," &c.; but while I would like to report
to yon the utterances of many others, time and space will not permit, and
suffice it. to say that the great majority of Grand Councils-those who have
had live ·uJorking o.fficmw-remain true to the trust, and are progressing surely
but slowly.
In my last address to you I had to speak of the revival of interest in the
Cryptic Hite in the west~rn part of the state. Now I have to say that the
eastern portion is being revived under the influence of yom Grand Officers in
that part of the state, aider! by workers who are not afraid of using time or
sparing influence to advance its interests. I would gladly mention names,
but I have before me in sight those who have worked industriously, and you
know them, uHcl will delight to honor them and inscribe their mimes on your
list of Grand Officers.
And now, Companions, one thing I de~ire to call your attention to particularly. The coming year is the vital year of our existence. The importance
of being wide awake to the necessity of presenting your solemn protest to the
General Grand Chapter against the recognition of the unholy alliance, and
put a committee of your best members forward to work it out, and present a
memorial to such body in behalf of this Grand Body, is ot great moment to
us. I have no fear of the success of the plan before the General Grand Chapter, but it is well to let it be known that "we still live." I trust that to enable
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yon to understand fully the whole qnestion, that each of you will read carefully your Commiltee's Beport on For<'ign Correspondence. and suggest to the
committee to be appointed such ideas as may present themselves to you to aid
us in this matter. With the defeat of this plan before the General Grand
Chapter, we can then demand, not beg, that the Cryptic Degrees be made prerequisite to the orders of Knighthood with encouraging prospects of ultimate
success. Remember, Companions, that the hand upon the dial plate of progress never moves backwards; this is equally trne in respect to Masonic history;
though the sun may stand still at the command of a Joshua, it has never been
known to move backwards.
There are, as were stated in tlle last. Assembly of this body, a numher of
Councils which are dormant or defunct, all of them requiring more than the
usual ordinary exertions of the officers of this body to revive them, and in
my opinion some further legislation is necessary to bring them back to a
healthy and active condition of vitality. I would, therefore, suggest that
such as are in that position have their past indebtedness remitted, and they be
restorer! to usefulness with us-had it not been fer this question of merger
many of them would have their Representatives with us to-day; but not
knowing what the future was to bring forth, they dare uot undertake the task
of resnsci tation.
I would also r.ecommenll that the resolution passed at our Assembly in
1877, and contained upon page 90 of Lhe printed proceedings, be contim.:ed in
force for another year. I do this believing that the success of our position
against the merger of Cryptic with Cupitnlar J\fasonry is beyond doubt, and
that with such success the recognition of the Rite by the Grand Encampment
o'f Knights Templar is only a question of earnest labor and time.
And now, Companions, endeared to my heart of hearts by association and
labors of love in the past, by the uniform acts of kindness ever exhibited to
me, hy honors unstintell which have been given to me by the Craft, and by
the pleasant memories which will ever spring up as my feet tread the path to
the close of life, bringing to mind the !ewe and respect, the consideration and
forbearance with which my labors have been received and my short comings
excused, I am to take my leave of you in my official capacity. You have
thrice honored me hy bestowing upon me the highest office in your power to
give, and for which I again tender to you my sincere and profound thanks
and acknowledgments. I believe in rotation in office-that one should not
always bear its burdens, receive its honors, or, be enriched with its emoluments;
and I now, therefore, carn~stly request you to se!t>ct of yom members at the
coming election, some one to serve in my place who will bring to the discharge of its duties and to the hnnors of its ex>1lted position, a much higher
degree of ability and wisdom than has been po~sessed by the one who ad-
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dresses you now-remembering ouly that which has been well donf) by me,
and veiling in charity the faults that you have been able to discern.
Now let us turn our thoughts and earnest labors to the duties of the hour,
and strive ever in the future to advance the interests of our beautiful Rite in
such earnest efforts and grace, that the approving smiles of our Supreme
Grand Master may rest upon us, and posterity rise up and call us blessed.
"A nobler work we need not seek:
To weld the broken links. to make the chain,
As at the first, entfre. The mystic word to speak
That binds in loving fellowship again,
Brother to Brother; stays the impassioned word;
Calms the fierce billows, erst in fury stirred;
The friendly d.eed in kindliness to do;
Covering with love's fair mantle n1any a stain,
And sin, and scar; relieving pain;·
Aiding the needy all our life way through;
'Vi th God our helper, and our watch word Peace,
Failing and laboring until lahor cease.
And filled is all the outline of the Master's plan,
The fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man."

On motion, the Address was referred for subdivision and reference to Companions
THOMAS GLIDDON,

JOHN W. COBURN,

EDWARD B. CASH.

The Grand Treasurer presented the following as his Annual
Report, which was, on motion, received and referred to the
Finance Committee, when appointed:
To

THE

M. ·.P. ·.

GRAND COUNCIL OF

R. ·.

AND

S. ·.l\I. ·. 's

0>' Tim

STATE OF NEW YORK:

Your Grand Treasurer submits his Annual Report as follows :
Balance on hand, as per last report,. . . . . . . . . . ................. ' .. $ 135.42
Receipts from the Grand Recorder, .............................. 1,022.50
DISllURSE~lENTS.
$1,157.92
Recorder's Salary and Expenses, ............... _. ........ $277.35
Grand Master's Expenses,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.54
Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence, . . . . . . 50.00
Grand _Sentinel, for services,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
10.00
Grand Lecturer, for expenses, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
Rent of Room and Safe, .......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85.00
Pay of Representatives,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 474.10
Printing Proceedings of 1878,. . . . . . ................... 206.00 $1, 100.99

Balance on hand,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... $56.93
Respectfully submitted,
D. B. HOWELL,
Grand Treasurer.
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The Grand Recorder presented the following as his Annual
Report, which was, on motion, received and referred to tile
Finance Committee:
To THEM. ·.P. ·.GRAND CouNCIL oF R." &
STATE OF NEW YoRK:

s. '.M.·. 's oF THE

The receipts of the Grand Conncil for the current year have been as follows:
During the Annual Assembly of 1878, as acknowledged in the printed
Proceedings, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $999.00
From Alph-Omega Council, for dispensation,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
For attaching seal to seven certificates, ....... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50
Total,..... . . ............ $1,022.50
I hav-e entered in the Grand Council Registry to the
present date . . . . . . . ................................ 3,097 names,
among which the following changes have occurred:
Suspended for non-payment of dues, ...... 430
Die~! •................................... 123
Dimitted, ...... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
81
Expelled,.. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. ..
1
635
Leaving a registered membership in good standing of ..... 2,462 names.
Respectfully submitted,
GEO. VAN VLIET,
New York, Sept. 2d, 1879.

Grand Recorder.

The following letters from R:.I. ·. Companions CHARLES W.
and CHARLES NORMAN were received, and on motion,
were ordered printed in the Proceedings:
BROWN

FLUSHING,

To THE l\Ios·r Pu1ssANT

N. Y., Sept. 1st, 1879.

Gn.AND CouNCIL oF RovAL AND SELECT ·MASTERS

oF ·THE STATI<~ OF

Nmw

YonK:

COMPANIONS:

It is with profound regret, and is also, I assure you, one of the greatest
disapp_ointments of my life, that I am compelled by an unforseen exigency of
business to absent myself from my seat in the Grand Council, at the Annual
Assembly, which will begin its sessions to-morrow. Unexpectedly, on Saturday last, there arose important business, involving large interests and requiring immediate attention, which summons me by early train to the city of St.
Louis, and I am obliged to crave the pardon of my associate officers and of
you all for my failure to appear in my station.
I have looked forward to this meeting, as I do to all meetings of our harmonious body, with the pleasurable anticipation of receiving the friendly

·'-

!.
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grasp of hands from my Companions, which only friends >md brothers give,
and of learning from you the signs of encouragement to t.he Rite, which I
trust you all have in the healthy growth of your respective Councils. I assure
you that during your sessions my thoughts will be of and for you, and my
prayer will be that in all things said and done it may be made to appear that
the light of Cryptic Masonry is shining throughout our broad state with increasing splendor.
·with best wishes for the happiness and welfare of you all, I am,
Faithfully yours,
C. W. BROWN,
Deputy Grand Master.
RocHEs'rER, N. Y., SEPT.

lst,

1879.

GEORGE M. Osaoonnv, 111.·.I.-.G.·.M.'., AND COMPANIONS oF THE GRAND CouNcn.
OF

R. ·.

AND S. '.111. ". 's OF THE STATE OF NEw YoRK:

MOST ILLUSTRIOUS SIR AND COMPANIONS:

Accompanying this I send you the .Jewel and Apron belonging to the office
of Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, wliich position you honored _me
with at your last Annual Assembly. I have been an invalid since June 4th,
and am now only just able to take a little exercise. Were it not for this fact
I should be at my post with you. I feei this deprivation of my privileges.
very keenly, as I have long looked forward to tliis time when we should meet
attd the result of one year's experiences would ·be laid open for inspection,
and our faults and short-comings shown io us by the Master Workman, our
Grand ]\foster, so that we could benefit and be guided by it in our future
actions, Fresh faces will be in your midst which I shall miss the pleasure of
making the acquaintance of, and those of y·ou whom I have greeted before
must take the "will for the deed," for "the spirit is willing but the flesh is
weak," anq my heart and IJest wishes are with )•ou.
May the power which far exceedeth human wisdom guide and direct you in
all your doings, and may your deliberations all be conducted with the view of
maintaining and supporting our beautiful Rite in all its purity.
Fervency and zeal. in the Cryptic Rite are plainly manifested in this Grand
Jurisdiction, and to stimulate them is the desire of
Yours respectfully and fraternally,
CHAS NORM:AN,
G.·.P.-.C.·. of W.".

The M ...
tees:

r>. Grand

Master appointed the following Commit-

Oredentials and Returns.
Comps. GEO. VAN VLIET, lSAAC J. MERRILL,

.JASON COLLIER.
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Warrants and Dispenuttions.
Comps. JOHN N. MACOMB, JR., .J. l\1. LAYMAN, MARK C. FINLEY.
Constitution and By-Laws.
Comps. JOHN J. MARTIN,
RALPH E. PRIME,
Comps. A. B. KING,

G1•ievances and Appeals.
J. WARING EAMES,
ISAAC TERWILLIGER.

Comps. ALBERT JONES,
Comps. A. B. KING,

JOHN OMBONY.

Finance and .Accounts.
ORHlN C. PAUKER,
Unfinished Busines~.
BENJ.. F. ADAMS,

'
J

R. C. ORISTIANCE.
A. D. ROBBINS.

The Committee on Credentials and Returns presented the following report, which was, on motio~1, received:
To THE MosT Pu1ssANT GRAND CouNCIL OF RovAL AND SELECT MASTERS
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:

Your Committee on Credentials and Returns respectfully report that the
following Councils have made returns and paid dues, and their Representatives, as designated below, are entitled to seats in this Grand Council:
1 ........ DANIEL SICI{LES............... Master.
1. ....... LEWIS H. RAYMOND............ Dep. Master.
2 ........ J. MARTIN LAYMAN............ Master.
Union .......... "
4 ........ J. WARING EAMES ............. Master.
Brooklyn ....... "
4 ........ BENJ. F. ADAMS............... Dep. Master.
7 .........JoHN w. COBURN.............. Master.
Adelphic...... "
7 ........ WILI.IAM DOWNES ............ Dep. Master.
"
7 ........ THOS. WILDES ................. P. C. of W.
Bloss .......... " 14 ........ A. B. KING .................... Proxy.
Bruce ......... " 15 ........ JASON Cm.LIER. ............... Dep. Master.
Southern Tier. . " 16 ........ S. D. WADHAM ............... Master.
Buffalo ......... " 17 ....... AT,Jrnn·r .JoNES ............... Master.
Doric .......... " 19 ........ THOMAS GLIDDON...• , ......... P. C. of W.
Keystone ...... " 20 ........ JOHN L. BROTHERS ........ : .. Proxy.
De Witt Clinton " 22 ........ WM. EL WmsH ................ Dep. Master.
Ontario ........ " 23 ........ JoHN N. MACOMB, JR .......... Master.
Dunkirk ....... " 25 ....... W"'r. H. WnrAN ............... Proxy.
Palmyra ....... " 26 ........ MARK C. FINLEY ............ Master.
Batavia ........ " 27 ........ ORRIN C. PARKER.............. Master.
Utica .......... " 28 ........ EDWARD B. CAsrr ............ Master.
Columbian ..... No.

r.......,

'
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King Solomon. No. 31. ....... CTIAllLES ESTABROOK .......... J\faster.
" 31. ....... W. iWORGAN LEE ...... .' ....... Dep. Master.
Pentalpha...... " 36 ........ THOMAS DAHLING ............. Master.
Cryptic. . . . . . . . " 37 ........ CHAS. H. SnmGES ............. ]\faster.
Konhocton. . . . . " 40 ....... ISAAC J. MERRILL ............. J\faster.
Corning........ " 53 ....... A. D. Ro1mrns ................ Master.
Peekski'n. . . . . . . " 55 ........ JOHN . o~rnONY. . . . . . . . . . . . ... Dep. Master.
Hudson ........ " 62 ........ JOHN J\L WELCH .............. Master.
Sing Sing ...... " 64 ........ ISAAC TERWrLLIGER ........... Master.
Ithaca. . . . . . . . . " 68 ........ R. C. CHRISTIANCE ............ Master.
Nepperhan ..... " 70 ........ RALPH E. PRIME .............. Dep. J\Iast'er.
Respectfully submitted,
GEO. VAN VLIET, }
.T ASON COLLIER,
Committee.
ISAAC J. :1\IERRILL,

On motion, the hours of meeting during this present Assembly
were fixed at 10 o'clock, A. M., and 3 o'clock, P. M.
On motion of Rev. Companion JOHN G. WEBSTER, the election
of officers for the ensuing ye<tr was made the special order for
to-morrow morning, immediately after the reading of the minutes.
On motion of Companion JOHN L. BROTHERS, it was decided
to continue the session of to-morrow morning until all the busi·ness of this Annual Assembly shall have been finished.
The Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Corespondence
presented the Report of that Committee, which was, on motion,
received, and ordered printed in the Proceedings:
To

THE MOST PUISSANT GRAND°COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK:

l\IOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND llIASTER AND .COMPANIONS :

As another circling year brings us together again in Annual Assembly, your
Committee on Foreign CorreBpondence present their Report of the Cryptic
Rite. We have the honor to relate the transactions of our sister Grand Councils, and rehearse to you whatever was said or written of especial importance
or interest. We acknowledge tbe receipt of Proceedings, circulars, or letters
from the following Grand Councils, twenty-three in all :
AL.~BAMA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... 1878.
ARKANSAS.............................................. 1879.
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CONNEC'l'ICU'.l' .......................................... 1879.
'ENGLAND AND WALES ...................•............. - lLLINOJS .............................................. 1878.
INDIANA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . ........ 1878.
lowA .................................................. 1878.
KENTUCKY ............................................. 1878.
LOUISIANA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... 1879.
MAINE ........•........................................ 1878.
MAHYLAND ............................................. 1878.
MASBACHUSE'f'l'S ........................................ 1878.
i'vlICHIGAN .............................................. 1879.
MINN ESO'l'A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18'/8.
Mrssomn ............................................... 1878.
NEW HAMPSHIRE ..................................... 1878:-9.
N.1nv JERSEY ........................................ 1878-9.
NonTH CAuOLINA ...................................... 1877.
OHIO . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . • . . • • • • . . 1878.
PENNSYLVANIA .....••.................................. 1879.
COU'.l'H CAIWLINA ..................................... 1877-8.
TENNESSEE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. 1878.
VEHMON'l' ........................................... 1878-9.

We return our thanks to you that you have uever seen fit to limit us int.he
matter of space. We have no npologies to make for the length of our Report,
when questions of such intense interest and importance to the welfare of the
Cryptic Rite occupy the attention of the Grand Coundls. Especially, with
reference to the so-called Nlississippi plan, we have endeavored to give the
fullest information as to the opinions of our Oompanions of other jurisdictions, so that you may hear what is said upon that question, which is the
great question among ns to-day.
We trust you will read our Report carefully, and particularly those c·xtrncts
which we have made from the best and most learned Companions of our Hite.
And we hope you will cause them to be read by the members of your different Councils.
Without further preamble we submit the result of our labors.
ALABAMA-1878.

As we have done for so many years, we begin with the familiar name of
Alabama. Her Proceedings are IJetter than ordinary, prepared with better
taste, and a nicer piece of work. They tell of ri long and honorable career of
over forty years.

\·
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The forty-first Annual Assembly was held in the City of Montgomery,
December 4th, 2878. 'l'he G. ·. M.·., JAMES MILTON, presided, and five Councils were represented.
The Annual Address, although quite brief, is worthy of commendation, and
we find several passages which it will be onr pleasure to quote. Companion
MILTON says:
"Since our last Annual Assembly no inaterial change in Cryptic Masonry has taken
place in this, or, as far as I arn infor1ned, in otheL' jurisdictions. It is a fact that is greatly
to be regretted, that for 8everal years past there has been a great decline in the interest
taken in it. The reason8 assigned for it1 and remedies recommended, are almost as numerous as there are jurisdictions. A late one, however, is the n1ost startling of all, since
it proposes to abolish Cryptic Masonry as a separate institution, giving the degrees to
the Uhapter.
"This, in my opinion, would, at this 1no1nent, instead of producing the effect sought,
introduce a chaos which would render it in1possible to obtain any beneficial result. For
it would do away with our Ritual (beautiful and hnpressive as it is) to a great extent, and
of necessity 1nake a change in the Ritual of the Chapter; and in such an event we should
have to go into ·the highways and byways' and ga•her up all the old Royal Arch Masons,
anrl confer the degrees of the Council upon them, or have two kinds of Royal Arch
Masons. ·
" And were it possible to do so, I am satisfied that it would be rejected by a very great
majority of thein. Our bl'ethl'en, 1nany of whom have been Masons frorn their earliest
manhood to old age, and whose lives have been governed by its teaching. and whose constant aiin has been to give light and instruction to their uninformed brethren in accordance with the teachings they received, would regard such a change as an 'innovation,'
and reject it accordingly. And were we content to do so. it is by no 1neans certain that
we should be received by the Chapters. We should not forget that a very short time ago
we went knocking at the door of another institution. seeking to he taken under its wing,
which n1et with a cour~eous but positive refusal on its part.
''Now. while other jurisdictions 1nay do as rnay seem to thern best, Companions, I ad·
vise you never to consent to a dis1nember1nent; but rather let us redouble our effort to
sustain and revive Cryptic Masonry, and hantl it down to our children, as we received it,
with a lustre untarnished. n

That is the righl kinrl of advice, Companion MILTON. We are glad to soe
a G. ·.l\'L ·.who does not betray his trust, or endeavor to carry out some newfangled idea.
The G. ·. T. ·. reported a balance on hand of $251.50. The same Grand Offi.cers were, on motion, continued in office.
Companion DANIEL SAYRE, who has so long written the Report on Foreign
Correspondence in Alabama, brings us this year another excellent production.
He says he has received the Proceedings of nearly all the Grand Councils, bllt
will not for several reasons attempt a reglllar review.
Of New York he writes:

·I,

"This is a large jurisdiction. It has nearly 2,500 members, and the receipts at the last
Annual Assembly were $9!l9. Companion GEORGE M. OsGooonv is the Grand Master. In
his Address to the Companions he records the death of one whose genealogy can be
traced back a thousand years, to the time of TBIENY IX. of France. The address of Grand
l\:laster OsGOODBY is an elegant one. VVe wish we could transfer it in toto to our report ;
but as it is we can only appropriate a few lines."

Under his review of New Jersey, he writes the following pertinent truths,
truths for which we have always contended:
"No one has the right to accept office in a n'.lasonic body unless he is determined to do
his best for the success of that body, any more than one would have the right to accept
office in a civil or military organization without the same determination. • * * • More
Lodges, and Chapters, and Councils, and Commanderies are wrecker! by incompetent officials than by all other causes combined."

32
We quote his·conclnsion entire:
At present our beloved Rite is under a doutl, as, indeet.l, all the Rites are ; but it is
owing to the times. Everywhere :Masonry has been suffering, as any one will be convinced who will study the Proceedings of the several Grand Bodies. There is a decrease
in the membership of at least three-fourths of the Grand Chapters of the United States,
and we are not certain if the proportion is not as great in the Grand Lodges. And yet
Companions want to transfer the Council Degrees to the former to preserve them!
"There is actually a net decrease of membership in the whole of the Unite<! States,
Quebec, and Nova Scotia, of over 100. But from thi8 deduct Pennsylvania (where they do
not talk of transferring the degrees), and Quebec and Nova Scotia (which do not belong
to the United States), and there is a net decrease of over eleven hnndred. These facts we
glean from a table in the Proceedings of Iowa, where there is a decrease of 1<11. And in
Illinois, where there are 168 Subordinate Chapters, the increase is only 129. Another case
of jumping out of the frying pan into the fire."
u

Dietl. .. : ................................................ . 4
Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . .
7
Probable Membership .................................. 191
JAMES

Eufaula, G.'.Nl.'.
SAYRE, Montgomery, G.'.R.'.

:M:rLTON,

DANIEJ,

AHKANSAS-1879.
The Annual Assembly of this Grand Council, which should have been held
in 1878, was postponed until January, 1879.
We wrote to Companion LUKE E. BARllER, G.".R.'., and receive(!l in answer
a card saying that tllis Grand Council had heen handed over to the Grand
Chapter. This is an action which we expected, as a committee was appointed
in 1877 to confer with one from the Grand Chapter as to the propriety of
consolidation. We are without any further particulars as to the consummation of 1he union or the articles of agreement. Nor do we deem it worth the
while to endeavor to ascertain, as no doubt they are similar to tlle·agreements
in other jurisdictions, wllich WC have previously rehearsed to you. vVe append the following remarks by Companion U·nEY, of Michigan, which are
almost identical with what we have said in previous Reports, and which we
have already written this year concerning the action of Iowa. He says:
'.~If our Companions in Arkansas cannot support their Grand Council, Jet them disband,
aml let the degrees become dormant in that jurisdiction, until times become better, when
they can revive theiP Grand Council and 'complete the work that has been so happily
begun;' but do not attempt to make tbe degrees a 'side show' to any other 111asonic
Body. If fcir any cause a grand Council cannot· maintain itself, it has a right to disband,
and such action on their part would be honorable ; but it has no right to control the degrees, or to say who shall control them after its dissolution, and any action upon the part
of any Grand Council assuming to authorize the degrees to be conferred by any body,
other than a lawfully constituted Council of the Cryptic Rite, is sacrilege, and cannot be
justified by any emergency."

The Grand Uouncil of Arkansas was alway8 a weak jurisdiction, and singularly wanting in enthusiasm and. enterprise. Its Annual Assemblies were
illways devoid of interest, and its Proceedings were always the most meagre
reading of any we received. In ull the years during which we have received
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them there never was any Heport on Correspondence. The addresses of the
G. ·.M:. were always short and full"of lamentation. We do not wonder tlmt
the degrees were so easily surrenderect.
The death of this Grand Council is of very little importance any way, but is
a fit ending to its past inglorious career.
C" NNECTICU'I'-1879.

Connecticut, always prompt, ever alive, is on hancl with her sixty-first
Annual Report. From it. we learn that the Annual Assembly was held in New
Haven, May 12, 287!l, :it 2, P. M.
ABitAM HEATON, G. ·.M. ·.pro tem., presided, and twenty Subordinates were
represented. The G. ·. M. ·., A. R. BLAKESLEE, not being present, his Address
was reacl by the G:. R. ·. He reports issuing a large numher of commissions
for Representatives ne11r other Grand Councils, and receiving credentials of a
number of Representatives of Grand Councils near that of Connecticut. He
speaks with pleasure of his attendance at our last Annual Assembly, and of
the fraternnl courtesies which he there received. We quote the following:
"So far as I am able to learn, the Cryptic Hite in this jurisdiction is doing as well as
could be expected in the present state of business, and the condition of the Lodges and
Chapters. In the year 1876 the Grand Lodge reports showed 558 as having received the
third degree; in 1877. 468; in 1878. 441: and in 1879, 444; with a total membership of 14,968.
In 1876 th~ Grand Chapter reports showed 177 as having received the Royal Arch Degree;
in 1877, 122; anti in 1878, 102; with a total membership of 3,946. In 1876 the Grand Council
reports showed JlH as ha.ving heen received and greeted; in 1877, 4H: and in 1878, 47; with
a total membership of 2,429.
"The Grand Chapter an fl Council reports for this year I atn u11able to give, but <lo not
think. frou1 the records of the past, we have cause to he disheartened. Let us make the
Cryptic Rite so attractive that our candiflates will endeavor to learn the truths which
these interesting degrees inculcate, that we n1ay all h~ honored with the titJe of a 'work·
man that needeth not to be ashamed.' "

•'i

The other Grand Officers made the usual reports, showing that they had
each been faithful in his station, and visited the Councils under their care,
and faithfully inspected their work. It was ordered that each Subordinate
Council shnuld pay to the Grand Council the sum of ten cents for each member upon its roll. The Andi ting Committee reported receipts $149, and a/
balanc!J on hand of $53.81.
A memorial page is set apart to the mPmory· of Companion DAVID F.
BANKS, Past Grand Chaplain.
Companion WM. WALI.ACE LEE, again presents the Heport on .Masonic
Correspondence. He bas now so long written this Report for Connecticut,
and he is so fully known to the Cryptic Rite, tlut we need add nothing in
!\'UY of commendation. We shall let him speak for himself, trnsting it will
give you as much pleasure as it has us. He says:
"Iowa has caved in, and sunenders the degrees to the Grand Chapter, which has become guardian, administrator, custodian, etc., etc. In Indiana the Rite is in fair condition, and seems to be able to hold its own. They say Nol to the voice of th~ charmer, and

---·-
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decide that they will not recognize anyone as a lawfully-made Royal and Select Master
who, under any circu1nstances, receives such degrees in any Chapter. But suppose the
process of disbanding goes on until the disbanded become a majority, and they enact
that they will not fellowship with or recognize anyone who does not receive the degrees
in the Chapter, where will the exc01nmunicators be then Y,,

We don't for our part think they will ever become a majority. The tide
of surrender, we hope, has reached its flood. 'l'hat is the wny we conclude
from the tone of the Proceedings. And even ii the great nrnjority of the
Councils should disband, or amalgamate with the Chapter, how could they
declare any· lawfnl Grand Gouncil clandestine ? We don't anticipate any
such action, nor do we think Comp•:mion LEE docs,
He speaks in very complimentary terms of New Yo"rk, and pats us so hard
on the back that we can hardly recover our breath, and our modesty blushes
from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot.
"If there is any ~mccess to be won by hard, persistent labor and determined energy,
New York ought to flourish. The Grand Mnste.r ( G100ROE 1\1. Osaoonsv) goes at his work
with force (some 225 pounds of it) and vim, and pushes things with 11 will, wakes everybody up, 11nd m11kes the •tallest kind of a boss.' They h11ve 1111 A No. l correspondence
committee (CHARLES G. Hunso,.). (I wish I could substitute his report and make you
think it w11s my production). I would quote 111rgely if we could p11y the printer. They
are stoutly opposed .to absorption, consolidation, arr1algamation or miscegenation, and
will' play it alone' to the end.

You see, Companions, that the noble stand we have taken as a Grand
Council for the independence of our.Hite is fully appreciated, and om example will go a great way in controlling the tendency to amalgamation. Let
us hotel fast to the end to the position we have taken, and never suffer any
sophistical argument in favor. of union with the Chapter to have any infincnce upon us.
We notice on the cover of the Proceedings that Companion J. K. WHEELEJt,
G. ·.R ·., of ffartfonl, llas compiled "The Early Hecords of Cryptic Masonry
in Connecticut," complete, from.1831 to 1853, inclusive, together ·with the
years 1811), 1821, and a code of by-laws adopted in 1825, which completes the
entire records of tile Grund Council of Connecticut known to be in existence
'prior to 1853. The work is printed by private enterprise, and ca11not, therefore, be distributed gratuitously, but will be forwarded for the iow price of
fifty cents sent to Companion WIIEELirn.
·Councils.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... 21°
Heceived and Greeted ...........•........................ 52
Mrmhership ............................................ 2,254
ABRAM HEATON, Bridgeport, G.·.M.·.
K. WHEELER, Hartford, G.·.B. ·.
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l<JNGLAND AND WALES.
You will doubtless remember, ()ompanions, tile manner in which Cryptic
Masonry was established in· England a few years ago. under the auspices of
our own Grand Council.
We have never been able, during the time we have been your Reporter, to
obtain any definite intelligence concerning the new jurisdiction. This year
we avail ourselves of the Report of Companion GnovE B. CooLEY, of
Minnesotn, for which we tender him our thanks. He says:
••"\Ve learn, by way of a cotnmunication from the Grand Recorder, that Cryptic :Masonry
is somewhat neglected in this jurisdiction, and that its progress is slow, owing to the unprecedented popularity of Craft llfasonry, due in a great measure to the fact that the
throne of the Grand l\Inster is occupied by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales.
There are no pl"inted P1·oceedings of the Grand Council. FREmm.ICK BINCKES, 2d Red Lion
Square, High Holbnrn, London, "\\T. C. is Granrl Recorde1·."
1

ILLINOIS-1878.
The Grand Council of Illinois is like a bat, neither bird nor mouse. Like
the coffin of iVIaliommet, it is suspcnrled between the heave1i.s and the enrth.
It is neither dead nor alive.
We have before us the Proceeding~ of the Grand Chapter, with those of the
Grand Councii'nppenderl. We spent much precious time out 6f a short life
cutting its leaves. We thought after we had read it, that we should have
taken warning by the uncut leaves, and passed it by as not worth reading.
We find plenty of .legislation in the Chapter concerning the Council Degrees,
and a regular assembly of the Council. We harl thought it was in a cataleptic
trance of two years, before ·it should lie interred in the capitular tomb; hut no,
it is lively, and like Daniel Webster, it "ain't dead yet."
The Address of the G:. H. ·. P. ·. says he sent to the Chapters the "joint
action" of the Grand Chapter and Grand Council, as their warrant to confer
the Cryptic Degrees. He had confined himself to conferring the degrees, as
they bad two years in which to perfect the arrangement. He had appointed
a committee to prepare a Ritual, and had appointed three lecturers to disseminate it.
So tlie Select Degrees of the Council are being altered, and conferred upon
an indiscriminate crowd.
The Grand Secretary was directed to furnish to the Grand Recorder the
names of those who had received the Cryptic Degrees during the year. The
Constitution was so amended as to include the Royal and Select Degrees, and
to make the .permanent members of the Grand Council honorary members of
the Grand Chapter. The tabular statement shows a decrease of one hundred
and forty-six in the membership of the Grand Chapter, which is to lead the
Uryptic Degrees to never-ceasing prosperity !

--- - - -

--- .

-- - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - .
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In the appendix we find the Grand Council doing all its ordinary business.
It assembled in Chicago, Oct. 23, 2878, with Companion JONATHAN J. l<'RENCH,
G.".M.'.
He made an AddreEs, and pats himself on the back at the great success of
his plan to cut the throat of the Grand Council. And yet be had gone on
and appointed a Grund Representative in England, and had endowed a Companion with powers to introduce Cryptic Masonry in Scotland.
An election was held for Grand Officers, and the uext Assembly was appointed for October 29, 2879.
'l'o an outsider things do look mixed in Illinois. Tlle Cryptic Hite is on
two stools, and bids fair to come to the ground. If they can't support themselves, they had better disband. If three Subordinate Councils refuse to concur in the plan of absorption, could they not form themselves into a Grand
Council?
Pnn,ANDER W. BARCLAY, Cairo, G:.M.·.
GrLBH:R'r W. BAHNARD, Chicago, G.'.R:.

INDIAN A-1878.
Again we welcome the excellent Proceedings of Indiana. Always neat,
elegant, well ·printed, well arranged, and full of interesting matter, they
lighten our labor, and fumish much valuable matter.
The twenty-third <Jonvocation was held in Indianapolis, Oct. 22, 2878.
The G:.M. ·. was CrrAULES FL Burr.EHFIELD, and thirty-six Councils were
represented. The Address of Companion BUT'l'ERl•'JET,D related rnainlr to
home matters. In introduction he mys:
"During the year past peace and harmony have prevailed in this Grand Jurisdictionnot only in this, but I believe, in all ot.he1· branches of Masonry. Plenty has prevailed
everywhere thl'Oughout the length and brel\dth of our State; and while the pestilence,
which has so long devastateU some of our. sister States, has been hovering near, it llas
not been permitted to invade our borders. While some of our sister Grand Councils will
doubtless, when next they meet, miss many familiar forms,.we meet almost an unbroken
band.''

He notices the death of Companion HAHVEY G. HAZELHIGG, P:.G. ·. M.·.,
P.'.G.'.H.'.P.'., and P:.E.·.G:.C.·., and of Companion EDEN H. DAVIS, P:.I.·.
G. ·. M. ·., and pays them f:i tting tributes.
He had received a letter from the I. '.M. ·. of Terre Haute Council, No. 6,
asking whether a Companion, who had received the degrees of Royal and
Select Master in a Chapter in the State of Illinois, could be admitted to a
Council in Indiana; and that he had declined to assist in conferring the
llegrees in an Illinois Chapter.
The G. '.M:. answered with approval, and decided that no Council could
admit as a visitor, or as a member, any Companion who had not received the
degrees of Royal and Select Master in a just and lawfully constituted Council
of Royal and Select Masters.

:''--•

·'
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This decision was afterwards fully approved, thus placing Indiana squarely
and decicfodly on the right platform. We are glad to see so many Grand
Councils spe11king so decideflly, and declaring that no one manufactured by
this mongrel, miscegenation, Mississippi movement, can be acknowledged or
viewed as 1mything hut clandestine.
One new Council had been formed lJ.-. D. ". The G:. T.·. reported total
receipts for the year at $902.40, and a balance in hand of $606.22.
We quote the following as being of interest. on the subject of costume and
badge. Companion HACKER says:
"Take it as we may, your committee cannot get away from the fact that the only true
badge of a Mason is, in the language of the old rituals, 'a lamb-skin or white leather
apron,' whieh for the Council Degrees should be of the same size and form as that for
the Royal Areh. and t1·immed with purple in the same manner as the Royal Arch apron
is trimmed with scarlet. The historical legends, upon which the Council Degrees are
founded. occurring prior to the death of our lamented Grand Master, they are therefore intermediate between the Master's Degree and the Royal Arch Degrees, hence their
appropriate color is purple. • • • *
·
"rrhe appropriate jewel to be worn by each officer a11d member of a Council, while at
work is a triangle, which must have suspended therein:
" For the Illustrious l\iagter, a square.
"For the Deputy lllustrious Master, a level.
"For the Principal Conductor of the 'Vork, a plumb.
•l ~..,or the Treasurer, cross-keys.
u For the Hecortler, cro~s-pens.
"For the Steward and Sentinel, cross-swords.
''For each rnember actually employed in the work, a trowel.
"These should all be of gold or yellow metal, and suspended in the usual manner by a
purple ribbon or collar."
0

The clrnrter of ~iadison Council; No. 36, was surrendered. Appropriate
and beautiful memorial pages are set apart to the memory of the decea5ed
Companions mentioned above.
Companion WILLIA~r Vv. AusTIN again comes to the front with the Report
ou l~oreign Correspondence, occupying thirty pages.
It would be a work of supercrrogation to praise his Report. It speaks
for itself. Companion AuSTTN's reputation as a Heviewer is firmly establisherl. He is a modest man, and can't bear too much "patting on the back,"
for it makes him !Jlnsh. But, if the pat is critical or polemic, he k1H)ws how
to defend himself. As we happily are not fett.cred Ly any ualofnl questions
of fimrnce, we shall do oursel vcs and rou the pleasure of quoting liberally
from the Review. He !Jegins:
u 'To be, or not to be, that is the question , which is now earnestly engaging the consideration of the Royal and Select,' VYhether 'tis better to wait a time with patience, believing that there is a silv~r lining to the now overhang-ing .cloud, or to subn1it to the pressure
of imitation, and quietly sink into the Capitular vault.. Individually, we are for ren1aining
with the 'ship of state,' having a firm faith that in the return of better financial times it
will be found that each of the Orders will have enough work in its individual sphere,
without its being loaded down with labor foreign to its own legitimate duties."
l

.... ·r

Under Ala!Jama he remarks:
"We have, perhaps, been too free in our views and expressions about this 'violent inclination to commit self-destruction,' and would here remark that before any of our
Grand Councils suicide it would be prudent to first ascertain whether it is not best to first
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get an invitation to co1ue, before thrusting one's self upon the fa1nily uninvited. Capitular l\Iasonry has as rnuch as she can well attend to in n1anaging her own family affairs;
her "ingenuity' is taxed to keep her own table supplied. and when the 1 country cousins'
come to make their eternal stay, you may in time expect to see the 0111 lady's brow begin to frown darkly. If our Revolutionary fathers hacl been as faint· hearted in the days
of the bitter contest as some of our Cryptic Companions are, the olll ship woulfl have
been cast high and dry."

Masonry is not for a dny, hut for :dl time. The falling shadows do not mean
dissolution and chaos, and the flinging :tside of sword and trowel, I.nit rather
the coming of night wherein slrnll be the hours of labor, when all prying eyes
are closed in sleep, ancl the faithful few and select cnn do a grand and noble
labor, which will he seen in the coming day, the prosperous to-morrow.
Companion MILJ,EUD, of Arkansas, t:dks ahout old Charon's boat,
Companion AUS'l'IN thinks-

hnt.

·'The least fee exacted by the old ferry111a.n was one obolns (He.); from the complaining
inability of some of the Cryptic bodies to rnn themselves, we fear that old Charon would
refuse them n passage.
·
''Arkansas hu.s taken the only correct step, that is, committees were appointed on the
part of the Grand Council and the Grand Chapter to report at the next Assembly on the
llropriety of reauGstin~~ per1nission fron1 tlJe General Grand Chapter to transfer the Cryp·
tic l >egrees fro!n the Councils to the Chapters."
·

'l'hat i:i trne. No Grand Clrnpter has any authority to receive or assume
any control over the Cryptic Degrees, until the General Grand Chapter may
grant them permission. Nor has any Grand Council any right to so deliver
the Cryptic Degrees withont the consent of the Subordinate Conncils.
His review of Illinois, which, like a tad-pole, is not what it. seems, we must
quote:
·•\Ve are at a loss where to place this Grand Council, aft;er having read their Proceedings for October 2-1, 1877, held at Chicago. 'Ve were once n11wh interested at. a feat of
some Chinese jugglers; one of the 1ne1nbers deliberately, before the eyes of the aston~
ished audience, cut off the head of another member, and while holdiug up to our view the
severed head, the decapitated 'almond-eyHd' heathen arose. and calmly walked off the
stage, rearranging his cherished pig-tail of a. queue; which hearl wns the original we
don't know to this day.
"Our neighbor Council was always great on 80me new move-s01.ne new Past Grand
Degree, some new grip-ahvays fertile in some novelty. By a wave or her Cryptic wand
she first strikes out three articles of her Constitution-what they are she don't sa.v-and
then r>"solves that if the Grand Chapter will take lier to its 'BOSOM· within two years,
the Grand Council becomes non e.r;t; and if she don't take her in, then she is as she ever
was. On the strength of this movement (caveat filed), the Grand Secretary of the Grand
Chapter says 'the Grand Chapter and the Grand Council have eonsolid!ltedi' wh1>reupon
the Grand l\laster of the Grand Council (said body being in a purgatorial Htate), in an ad1lenda says 'it isn't so:' that they have gone into a curculio state for two years, and if not
buried in that time by the Grand Chapter, the Granrl Ahizar is to awake from his slumbers. and with gilded wings·n11<1 a radiant halo will go for the gay flowers and sweet
honey on his own account. \Ve await the event with patience. Should this process of
transformation be accomplished. we 1nay then expect some 11ew .develop1nent ot' transforming the Chapter into the Lodge."

New York occupies over four pnges of the Heview.

It begins:

•·With a zeal that knows no lagging in the cause, this Gi·and Council sends out n, handsome pamphlet of one hundred pages for the Proceedings of 1877. * * • * The Grand
l\Iaster, GEORGE M. 03GOODBY, in an interesting and able address. taking up some thirty
pages, in addition to his recital of local matters, gives a general history of the prerequisite n1ovement. which, it seems, was inaugurated by the Grand Council of New York.
The al'ticle is too lengthy, and, with giving- several extractR, ·wf:• refer our Companions to
t.he copy of the Proceedings in the Grand Council archives."
~-----·-----------------··~------·- ------------~-'

\
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He regrets the suggesti0n that Companions who are members of Uommanderies suffer no one to join the Comnrnndery, unless they have first gone
through the Council.
We think it wo~1ld be nothing illegitimate to produce an opinion that no
candidate for the 'communclcry is well qualified until he has taken the Cryptic Degrees. A few zealous Companions could do much for the prosperity of
the Council in this way. We would by no means advise the use of the blitck
ball, hut it might very easily be made u part. of the unwritten l:tw of each
Commandery that Council membership wu~ a necessary qualification.
"Companic:m CHARLES G. HuusoN µresented the Rt-' port on Foreign Correspondeuce
(forty-~ight pages), embodied. as we like to see, in the Proceedings.
\Ve will commence
the exercises upon this interesting report with a. growl and a grumble, ancl then feel better
conditioned to proceed. Son1etimes these reports fall into the hands of Bohemians whose
eyes are not as strong as the eagle 1 s, and whose tilue for reading and writing is after
•candle lightiog. 1 'l'o such, tine pt·int, especially in quotations, is a sin and an abmnination, a weariness to the fie.sh, and an excuse to skip n1any good points. There are so
many places in this report feo1n which we could n1ake valuable and interesting extracts,
that we are at a loss where to commence; and then we have a •a holy horror' of that
faint cry at headquarters, 'don't iuake your report too long.'''

We rejoice that onr headquarters have never told us to be short. It. is
al ways a mistake to al>breviate the Heport of the doings of tlrn Cryptic
world. Take out the Address and the Report on Correspondence, and the
mnjority of Proceedings would amount to nothing. They would lie like the
play of ''Hamlet," with Hamlet's part left out.
Companion AUS'l'IN thinks we come diwgerously near the truth in saying
that most Grand Bodies blindly follow the lead of a few. It is trne. 'Ve lrnve
seen Grand Bodies where half the members did not know wh:tt was going on,
and allowed the most momentous measures to be passed while they were gossiping, or perlrnps running arountl the streets, or seeing the cleplrnnt.
He takes the same stand as we have rlone in New York concerning clandestine Cryptic Masons, made in Chapters, and comments as follows on the action
of Pcnnsyl vani>t:
"It tnay be a partiality for our native State, but we believe the old Keystone State has

here taken the only true, safe, and logical stand.

Selling th•e stock of a store is an actual transaction, but as to the transfer of the good
will of it, the buyer often finds in it more the01·y than practice. A Grand Council may
make a presto movement, change its Subordinates into the Chapter Subordinates. but
will all the Hoyal and Select members be changed of their own free will and accord ? Will
they all believe the transformation to be legal 1 Can they regard the Royal and Select
members 111acle in the Chapter as being •just and lawful?' Can Royal Arch l\:lasons, who
h

have not received the ·Royal and Select Degrees, be compelled to take them, to bring
them on a common level ? lf they refuse to receive them, must they be excluded
durin~ part of the ceremonies-have they not the right to regard
such work as not 'just and lawful 1' >Ve think that this 'bosominy' business will give
rise to many intricate questions not yet thought of, and that the CHAPTER will find that
in admitting the Conncil, the latter will bring more baggage with it than the Capitular
Mansion will hold.
"Again, admitting the Grand Council of Indiana to 'be .absorbed by the Grand Chapter, what would prevent, for example, nine dissatisfied Royal and Select ~1asters at New

frmn their own Chapter

Albany. ft·om obtaining a charter ft·on1 Kentucky; nine at Shelbyville, frOin Ohio, and
nine at L'.t Porte. from i\lichigan i These three, then, by the regulation, could form a
just and lawfnl Grand Council of Indiana, and proceed with legal business. The confu-

sion that would then arise can be easily foreseen.
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'"'rhe argument for absorption as used IJy so111e is, that part of the Cryptic Degrees are
essentially Capitular in their nature. and the two should be united; this of course, would,
if accomplished, require a remodelling of the whole. The same argument. also. applies to the Chivalric Order, and if one change is warranted, why not in time the other 1
We could also say the same as to the Chapter and Lodge Degrees, and the process would
justify an amalgamation there. If the first step is permitted, where is this movement to
end?"

Over the corpse of the suicided Wisconsin he sings :
0

Solemn strikes the funeral chhne,
Mortals now indulge a tear.,,

·•On the eleventh of March, 1878, the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the
State of Wisconsin was, by its last Most Illu.strious Grand Master, Companion JAMES L.
BRIDGE, declared to be to all intents and purposes dead. At the early age of twenty-one
years, while passing through the dark and gloomy valley of finance. the ghost of a horrible future so shocked its frail nerves that vitality fled, and it now lies peacefully resting in the Capitular valley, quiet as a babe on its mother's bosom. For the benefit of all
interested, we append the last will and testament of the departed."

We would we hat! many Heviews like that of Companion AusTIN to quote.
The Proceedings are well indexed, a very desirable thing. The statistics show:
Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Councils making returns ......................... .'...... 42
Advanced................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !JO
Membership............................................ 1,584
Decrease... '. ........... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
ALBERT P. CHARI.ES, Seymour, G .. JVL-.
JOHN M. BHAMWEI.I., Indianapolis, G. ·.H-.
IOWA-1878.
" Here another guest we bring;
Seraphs of celestial wing,

To our funeral altar come,
Waft our friend and brother home."

We found t.be Grand Council of the State of Iowa buried due east and west,
but with no sprig of accacia blooming at the head of the grave to arouse a
hope of any future resurrection. Poor Iowa has listened to the voice of the
Capitular charmer, and, fascinated, bas gone and "em bosomed" herself a la
Mississippi. ·with too little back hone to stand or fall alone, she has ignobly
given up, and now sleeps unhonored and unsung. The closing scene makes
us think of the actor, who solemnly expired on the stage to the sound of a
dirge on a fiageolet played by himself.
We will now proceed to give an account of the final illness, last hours,
parting words, layinµ; out, and funeral ceremonies of the defunct.
This tragic occurrence took place in Marshalltown, Oct. rn, 2878. DANIEL
B. SrrELr,Y, M:.P:.G:.M:.-. (Mighty Poor Grand Mourner, we presume.)
Six Councils were represented. The Grand Mourner, after many tears,
sobbed out.:
'------- ·----------

---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - '
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11
There seerns to be no wily opeu to us but to consolidate \Vit,h the Chapter. H (Tears)
This course has been rendered neceRsary for the preservation and perpetuation of the
Degrees,~' (Brine) ""because it has been found to be impossible to keep alive an interest in
thern as a separate grade, notwithstanding their acknowledged beauty and excellence. i '

\Uncontrolable grief)

And all the mourners groaned assent, with-many down dropping tears, and
extensive application of snowy white handkerchiefs, with broad, black borders, wherewith they blE:w m<iny sonorous, heraldic blasts.
The extreme poverty of the dear departecl was shown by the fact that t.he
year's receipts had amounted to only $773.95, and the balance on hand was
the miserable pittance of $527.05.

·i

The honorable, the Committees from the Grand Council and the Grand
Chapter, read the last will and testament, disposing of the effects of the
victim, which is very similar to the arrangements proposed in the other jurisdictions, and need not be repeated here. The vote was then taken, and six
Com1cils and fifteen permanent members longed for the Capitulur bosom, and
two Councils didn't want any on their plate, making the vote stand 33 to 6.
The surplus fonds were directed to be turned over to the Grand Chapter
Charity Fund. It was annonnced that the Grand Chapter concurred. received
and adopted the proposition, whereupon the sword was raised, and the hari
kari was complete, the G. "il'l:. declaring the Grand Conncil closell withou~
day. And at that time there were 13 subordinates and 470 members, as near
as we can ascertain.
There is no use to argue the matter, for it is done. It was not necessary.
It was a needless panic. We shall greatly miss the Reports of Companion
lllf .. B. LANGnIDGE, for he wrote a capital Review always. They were witty,
sharp, entertaining.
Although the destruction of the Grand Council was a foregone conclusion,
yet he did not neglect his duty, but brought up one of bis best Reports on
Foreign Correspondence. He had received the Proceedings of twenty-two
Grand Councils, including New Yo1:k for 1877. We shall do ourselves and
you the pleasure of quoting some things as a souvenir. Companfon CARL.OVITZ, of Florida, had suggested reorganizing the York Rite on the A:.A:.S ...
Rite plan, :tnrl attacked the fuss and feathers of chivalry, aml the expense of
triennial c0ncl:Lves. To this Companion LANGRIDGE replies:
"In reply we would ::my, with all modesty, before you decry the 'fuss and feathers .of

the costly Knights,' learn what there is in Knighthood. We are as little pleased as you
with the expensive triennial conclaves, but do you 'suppose, if you cut them off, and 'reorganized the York Rite on the A. '.A ·.s:. Rite plan,' you wouldgetanymoreofthe half million for widows and orphans than you do now? We think not. "'hen l\1asons see
distress they try to relieve it, as has been shown by the experiences of Chicago and the
South a few years ago, and now again. But they prefer to keep their money from 'homes'
and 'colleges,' and other expensive and ostentatious old-world·fashions, in the n1eantime
having a •good time ' when they can, even though at a lavish expense, and, when called
on, contributing just as lavh;hly where needed. n
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The following sharp dig at some G. ·.R:.'s who never answer a letter, is
justly deserved, for while not true of the majority of them, it is of some:
''Companion CARLOVITZ is heavy as a librarin1aniac. * * * * We rejoice to hear
that he proposes to keep trying Tennessee also. In the intervals, while at it, read reflectively I. Kings, xviii, 27th to 29th verses, inclusive. [Where the priests of Baal got no
answer.] You will be surprised to see how history repeats itself. We rejoiced when we
heard that that Grand Secretary was elected General Grand High Priest. We knew that
now 'the churches would have peace.' And we will bet a day's wages there will be fewer
'decisions' reported to the General Grand Chapter than there have been for many sessions.
Coz wy? That General Grand dignitary never learned to write a letter. We have been
Grand Secretary since .1858-now twenty long years; we have written him repeatedly, but
never, since the death of the lamented FuLI,ER, have we had a line from the Grand Secretary of Tennessee. Quad erat demonst1·andum. He don't know how to write a letter.
But keep on, Ill. ·.Companion CARLOVITZ; we like to see the good victorious, and believe
in the perseverance of (and persecutions by) the saints."

He compliments Kentucky and her Proceedings:
"This Grand Council sends us the greenest (apple-greenest) sample of Proceedings of
this season. What new-fangled idea ever possessed the printer or Recorder to endeavor
to inake his Grand Council flourish such 'inunortal green,' we cannot imagine. \Ve
have heard of tinted paper before, but never liked it-but this reminds of the young lady
in the spelling book: 'Yes, green it shall be; green suits my complexion best.' And we
all remember the catastrophe. We hope the young lady in Kentucky will not suffer so
unpleasant a contretenips."
I

Vve have often wondered at the taste of some G. ·. Recorders. Publishing
the Proceedings of a Rite which professes tn adopt purple as its color, they
send out covers of more hues than the rainbow. Blue, green, yellow, red,
scarlet, brown and drab, but not often purple. But-we have it; they must
be color blind.
He continues:
Companion HENDERSON presented the report on correspondence. * * * * * * He
is a strong advocate of the mergement of the Council into the Chapter, considering that
there is no use trying to keep life in the moribund Council organization. In this he may
be true-hut will not putting the 'moribund' into the Chapter weight it down so much as
to make it moribund too? The Chapter has too many clegrees now. Will it better it any
to load it down with two or three more?"
·
H

They seemed to think so in Iowa, in spite of this preachment.
He also says:
"Truly, the Council organization ought to be kept up, if for nothing else than to furnish
a 1 quiet home' for over-wearied Grand l\:Iasters and Grand High Priests, who have, as
one once said to this writer, found the position of Grand Master 'worse than running
for Congress,' by giving them all the honors, with some of the labors of a presiding officer,
except that, to some persons terribly hard one, of doing nothing."

We know, Companion LANGRIDGE, that there are some G.·.:M:.·.'s who are
wooden men, mere figure-heads. But New York has a live man in the East,
a man incessant in labors, and fully and honorably discharging the duties of
his high position. If he had been at the head of the Grand Council of Iowa,
it 'would not ignobly have given up the Ghost.
In closing, he says:
"The only really interesting topic, however, before the Grand Bodies is: What will he
clo with it? The feeling is vary general, that the Council grade is a steep one, and hard to
get up-any interest in. The great trouble is that noticed by Ill.·. Companion LEE, of
Connecticut,-we have too many Masonic societies. and they demand too much time and
attention. Will putting the Council Degrees into the Chapter, and loading it clown, when

I'
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it has itself, also, too many already, help matters any? We fear not. But still the question presses-what will he do with it? Iowa will decide for herself, the c01ning assembly.
VVe wiH wait and see.

* * * *

"The foregoing was written before the meeting of our Grand Council. It having retired
from life and consolidated with tile Grand Chapters-thus, in consequence of the action
of the Grand Encampment in not 'making the degrees prerequisite to those of the Commanclery '-this will be the last report on correspondence from this writer, and the last
Proceedings issued on its behalf. We reluctantly bid farewell to the field of Grand Council labor, n.ntl to the fraternal tribe of correspondents. nlany a pleasant hour has been
spent in the one, and many agreeable interchanges of thought have been had with the
other. We ask to be kindly remembered by the Grand Recorders, and to still receive the
Proceedings of the Grand Bodies, being 'always as ready to give as they are to receive '
Iowa proceedings, and, as a good rule always works both ways, we are' always as ready
to receive as they can be to give of theirs. 'Ve expect the tide of consolidation to flow
for a while; whether it will turn and reftow to tile system of Grand Councils again, or
whether the grade will be allowed to die out we can only wait and see. But to One and
all, before turning down our rm;h light and retiring to 'dumb forgetfulness a prey,' we
wish long life and happiness, now and forever, and, in the 'vonls of t;he good Knight. Sir
THOMAS ~IALLORY, 'I pray you all that read this book, pray for me while I am on live, that
G.od send me good deliverance; and when I am dead, pray for my soul.' "
1

We testify our sincere regret, Companion LANGJUDGE, that we shall no more
read your Reports. \Ve wish you Goel speed; for we do not believe your
heart was in the action of your Grand Council.
We are glad that New York knows what to do with it. She will sustain
the Grand Council. She has kept her organization these many years. and she
is not going to surrender for any. temporary discouragement.
\Ve believe the tide of consolidation will very soon turn and ebb. It bas
reached its fioocl. As soon as the first fiush of novelty passes away, the members of the already overburdened Chapters will begin to complain about the
extra burden of degrees, and the Chapt~rs will cease to confer them. Then
new Grand Councils will be organized, or the degrees will be dropped altogether. We have always said tliat, for our part, we would prefer to disband
rather than consolidate with the Chapter:
KENTUCKY-1s7s.

In our last Report we informed you that this Grand Council was abont to
surrender its existence. ~In conversation with a Companion from Kentucky
we were informed that he was present when the arrangement Wlls consummated. We shall copy in part the Report of Companion UTLEY, of .Michigan,
which be.clipped from a newspaper.
The late Grand Council of this State met in Annual Assembly in the city
of Louisville, Oct. 23, 2878. Companion W. LA RuE THOMAS, M.
Grand
Master, presiding. All the Grand Officers, except the G:.P. ·.C.'. W. ·. and the
Grand Steward, were present. Also the Representatives from fifteen Subor-·
dinate Councils were in attendance.
The Address of the G. ·. M. ·. was a "lamentation" over the "want of interest" in "uur beloved Order," and a confession indirectly upon bis part that
he had clone nothing for tbe good of the Craft during the past year, and had
helprd to drag it clown to its present deplorable condition. He recommended
the surrender of the degrees to Capitular Masonry.

-.r.-.·
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c will not quote the various resolutions, reports and arrn1igemcnts made,
as they differ in no particular from those which we have previously given.
The Grand Council of Kentucky has ceased to exist-not because the workmen in the Secret Vault had lost their zeal, for fifteen Subordinate Councils
were faithful to the trust reposed in them, and sent their Representatives to
the Annual Assembly to represent their interests anrl labor for the good of
Cryptic M>1snnry, Hnd paid their money for the support of the Grand Uouncilbut, because of lukewarmness, inefliciency, and bad management upon the
part of its Grand Officers. On them alone rests the responsibility.
On the 20th of November last, in answer to inquiries as to the action of the
Grand Council and Grand Chapter of Kentucky on this question, we received
a letter from Illustrious Companion A. G. Honm;:s, late Grand Recorder,
from which we make the following extract :
~.•r i:;eud you the second and third nun11Jers of Onr Ilom9, a weekly paper, eon1menced
at the Masonic \Vidows and Orphans Home; and by an examinat.ion of the same you will
find the action of our Grand Council and Grand Chapter last month in regard to merging
the degrees.
.
·
"Yon will pe1·ceive that our Grand Council no longer exists. It was decently intefred,
accordi11g to Masonic usage, on the evening of the 23d of Oct., 1878-the funeral oration
being delivered by the presiding officer, M. ·.I. ·.G. ·.M. ·. LA RuE THOMAS, the present G. ·.
C. ·. of the Grand Comma11dery of Kentucky. At the conclusion of the funeral oration, I
was called upon to sing the Doxology, by some Companions present; but my heart was
too fuil, anrt I could not sing: so we wound up without even a Doxology. The Chapters
in this city, by the High Priests, are now <:011ferring the degrees upon all applicants, free
of charye."
1

LOUISIAN A-187!).
We have received a communication from Uompanion RrcHAltD LAMBEHT,
G. -.G.-., in which he tells ns that this Grand Council met in February last,
but for want of a quorum adjourned to Jnne 7th. At that date the Assembly
was held, and officers elected. Owing to the want <.lf funds, no Proceedings
arc printed this year.
Since writing- tlie above we have received the Address of G.·.M:. PINCKARD. We think the Companions of Louisiana have done well to have this
splenrlid production printed and distributed for the good of the Craft. We
shall let it speak for itself. He first makes 11 touching reference to the scourge
of the yellow fever last yeitr:
"Let us offer up a tribute of praise and thanksgiving, that while the destroying angel
has so lately swept over our Southern lands, carrying desolation into every household,
and leaving behind a listless torpor-weighing so heavily on our hearts--so many of us
are spared to meet on this our twenty-fourth Annual Assembly. And at the outset let us
for a moment recall the days of August, September, and October last-there is a mournful sweetness in recurring to the solemnities of those days of woe-when the mourners
were seen about the streets, and the sad processions, in long array, were seen wending
their never ceasing way to the Cities of the Dead-and the anxious inquiry of who next 7
was the continued and repeated interrogatory-when our brethren of strong and robust
constitutions were taking up their homes in the Silent Cities, after a brief but terrible
struggle, and our children and consorts, too fragile for a protracted struggle, meekly succumbed to the all-pervading influence of the fell destroyer. Alas! who is there amongst
us, who has not been a daily witness to the heroic efforts, put forth by the most delicate
and fairest of our homes, and who in turn have laid themselves down, and amid the
pangs of dissolution, with upraised hands to Heaven, and with the last expiring effort of
reasOn, have exclaimed: "l\1y Father and my God!' Oh! could we for an instant, for a
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single moment only, tear aside the veil which divides the temporal from the spiritual,
how would our hearts take comfort, as we behold the happy reunion of departed friends
in the glorious land of immortality. But it may not be; then with a dropping tear and a
sympathetic sigh. pass we on to the consideration of topics more immediately affecting
our temporal Brotherhood."

He then pays a tender tribute to the memory of Companion H.OH!l:RT

MID-

DLETON, Grand Captain of the Guard, who was accidentally'killed at Baton
Rouge by the explosion of a boiler upon which he was engaged making an.
examination.

He had filled up the list of Grand l.tepresentatives near other

Councils, and had received the credentials of many Hepresentatives from other
jurisdictions.

We notice the name ,of Companion PHILANDl~R Hlf.ED as the

Hepresentative of Louisiana near New.York.
We especially desire to quote the excellent remarks which he makes upon
the general outlook, becau8e they are so full of ~terling common sense, and
show the strong reaction through Cryptic l\'Casomy against tlie delusions
which have been so dangerous.

He says:

"Since the last annua.l meeting the Grand Councils of Wisconsin and Iowa have dissolved, and retired to what is tern1e<l the boso1n of the Grand Chapter, making in all six
Grand Councils, of which I am officially informed.
'·In most of these Grund Councils the action, looking to a disbandn1ent, appears to
have been hrought abont or originated, from the Grand East. And we have this peculiar
Masonic phenmnenon presented for our consideration. 'rhe Grand l\'Iaster having sol·
emnl.r. sworn to support and uphold the Constitution of the Grand Council of his jurisdic·
tion, taking·imlllediate steps to destroy it! Ir.. sorne instances . the very co1n1nittees have
had their reports in readiness before the meeting of the Grand Council; the whole mat·
ter cut and dried,' as it were.
.
" ln onr perusal of the various addresses from the East of these disbanding Councils,
we have endeavored in vain to find smue reasonable ground for the proposed dissolution,
and are constrained to acln1it, we find nothing but vague·generalit,ies. OneGrandl\1aster
asserts it is because he has nothing to do. Another hopes to pile up a large sun1 of money
for the benefir. of the bereaved and desolate. and make the l\.Iasouic Institution 'what it
ought tO be,' and that peace and perfect stagnation prevail~ throughout the :jurisdiction.
Peace and perfect st~gnation prevails: an excellent reason certainly for the displace·
ment of a Grand Master so reporting.
"A Grand Master that can find nothing to do! Why, if we could command the time,
there is not a day in the whole l\Iasonic term hut that we could en1p1oy from four to six
hours in attending to the duties of the office. ls it all. that there are no disturbing
elements to eoerce or reconci]e ': Is it all, that no complicated questions of Masonic
Jurisprudence are presented for the consideration of the Grand Master? ls it all, that no
new Councils are to be organized ': No dispensations to issue :"Verily, we look upon these duties, important and onerous as they may be, as but trifles in comparison with those higher duties which clain1 the consideration of the Grand
Master. Why, is there no influence the Grand Master can exert from his high official station? No sympathy that can be extended to the bereaved and suffering 1 No words of
cheer to thP: disconsolate~ or of enconragen1e·nt to the artiicted '? Is there no char1n in the
literature of our writers sufficient to clailn an hour s consideration ? No suggestions
that can be ina1le ~ No intercourse with our sister jurisdictions to be n1aintained?
"When we can find there is none of these high and holy li :ties to fulfill, when our aspirations have sunk to this dead level, when we can see no char1n, can feel no thrill of joy·
ous emotion in the performance of these high duties-then, indeed, we will acknowledge
that 'peace and pe1fect staynaUon' prevails throughout our grand jurisdiction.
"Peace and perfect stagnat'on prevails, and the fiat goes forth, and the Grand Council
with its constituents. numbering from ten to forty or fifty, close their labors.
"Peace and perfect stagnation prevail, and the Grand Ma8te1·,s office is a perfeCt
sinecure!
1
And ever will 'prevail' where Gible1nites such
' Peace and perfect stagnation prevail!
as these prevail, who can find •nothing to do.'
· ••Referring more particularly to the Grand Council of Mississippi, we have been credibly informed, the presiding officer of the Grand Council was also the presiding officer of
the Grand Chapter. The Grand Chapter was heavily in debt to the Grand Council, and
the only possible way of balancing the account was by absorbing the Council, that had it
not been for the balance of $400 due by the Grand Chapter to the Grand Council, we
should never have heard of the proposition, that it was a matter wholly prearranged, and
with which no Council was individually consulted.
.
1
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"Peace and perfect stagnation prevailed, and the Grand Chapter made a clear net gain
of $400 by the transaction. We· are in perfect accord with I.-. Companion SAYER, of Alabama. that no Grand Council can be legally dissolved while there are three Councils who
wish to sustain it, nor"no Council while nitle members propose to carry it on, unless some
overt act has been committed. working forfeiture of its charter, t.he actioil of stagnation
1

1

1

P~~·~:~st~v~ ~nc~:~~a~h~ ~~~!f~~~~~ i~~~f these Ia.nientable flissolutions t~ then1es more
inviting. In our intercourse with the Grand 1\lasters of 1nauy jurisdictions we have been
and are encouraged to hope that Cryptic llfasonry, notwith•tanding- the violence of its
professed friends. is really in a healthy anrl flourishing condition. There are other Grand.
Councils who will follow in the wake of these blind leaders of the blind, but we think we
are coming down to the hard·pan."
Grand Master OsooODBY, of New York, writes as follows:
"I am glad your Grand Council has taken the position it ba•. We must work it out,
and persevere. We have erased the word fail from our Council dictionary. and hereafter
know only the word success. Sorne of our Councils show an increase of fron1 forty to
fifty members. In short, the Cryptic Rite is advancing with us and success is assured."

Grand Master CnAPMAN, of Massachusetts, writes :
In brief, we do not propose to give wa.y to a Heare. I am sure tha.t in this jurisdiction
we shall compare favorably with any other grade at the encl of the. year."
0

Grand :il'Iaster SCOTT, of New Jerse,r, writes:
">Ve are in cordial sympathy with you, aml I would call upon you for a synopsis of
your correspondence in regard to the feeling of .the Grand Council you are in communication with, in reference to dismen1berment, trusting to a better outlook."

Grand Master GLIDDEN, of New Hampshire, writes:
"The tenor of your letter meets my approval, and I can assure yon the Grand Council
of New Hampshire is not in sympathy with the Grand Conncils dissolving their organizations, and giving the Grand Chapters control. It does not meet the approval of a single
member of our body, and I think I can safely say a Cryptic Mason in New Hampshire."

Grand Master ADAMS, of Rhode Island, writes :
"It seems to me that the action of the Grand Council of lHississippi was unne~essary
and wholly uncalled for, and the motive that. prompted its leacler:s to take that course
must have been to distinguish themselves by discovering some grand plan of which no
other sensible person, holding similar positions, had thought of("

Grand Master HDBBEI,L, of Vermont, writes:
"We are in full sympathy. and most heartily concur in the sentiments you express. I
have for the past six years, but more especially the last three years, taken upon myself
earnest, devoted labor in preparing and pt·esenting facts in relation to the subject to those
who are prorninent in the Order."
.

Grand Master Br,AKESLEE, of Connecticut, writes:
"Our' representative men are mostly non-committal. Some favor or expect a great dissolution of the Cryptic bodies, thinking it may help the Chapters. If there were no Couneils, it would be different, but with over thirty Grand Councils in the United States it is
not to be expected they will all commit suicide willfully."

Grand Master COLEMAN, of Kansas, writes:
... It gives me extrenie pleasure to commission a Companion who is firm in supporting
our organizations against all encroachments. I regret the action of the Grand Councils
dissolving their organizations. Kansas will stand firm, I think, in opposition. I hope
you will correspond with all the Grand Conncils, and urge them to stand up for the organization.''

We are glacl to have the opinion of so many of the Grand Masters upon
· this most important subject, and to see the encouraging hppe they give that
the stagnation business is about over.

•
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When the Grand Officers do their duty, all goes off well. Everything
depends upon their efficiency and faithfnlncss. We want more men like
Companion PINCKARD, who will appreciate and magnify their office.
·we give the statistics of last year:
Subordinate Councils..................................... !l
Membership ............................................ .435
GEORGE ,T. PmcKA1rn, New Orleans, G. "M."
RrcnAHD LAMBERT, Drawer 872, New Orleans, G.".R:.

MAINE-1878.

(

1

··i

We cannot do without the Proceedings of l\faine, and especially the Report
of Companion DRu~nrnND. We have had to work to get them this year.
First we wrote to Companion BERRY, G:. R. "., for them, specifying that we
wanted those of 1878. He replied that those of 1879 were not yet printed.
We answered that we wanted 1878. l'rofonnd silence was the only reply.
Then we tried Companion DRUMMOND, and in due season they came, as we
were certain they would. But we arc not at all thankful to the G:.R:. If
he ever'\vants anything of us, we will. endeavor to heap cmils of fire on his
head, and accommodate him, or at least; answer his letters.
But to business. This Grnncl Council assembled in Portland, May 8, 2878,
at 3, P. l.VL, and was opened i_n Ample Form by G:.M:. FESSENDEN I. DAY,
with the Hepresentatives of twelve Councils.
'Companion DAY in his Address congratulated the Companions that no
Council chartered in Maine had ever surrendered its charter, which he properly ascribes to the wisdom of t4e Grand Council in refusing to grant charters
in times of prosperity which they were not reasonably sure would survive in
times of ·adversity. There was one Council U." D:., and all the Councils
had been visited or corresponded with. We make one extract :
"The National Convention of Royal and Select Masters, which have been held from
time to time during the past six years, have been of substantial benefit. They should
have our warmest thanks for the revised ritual, no1nenclature, and order of conferring
degrees, which they recommended, and which have been approved and adopted by
almost, if not quite, all the Grand Councils, and thus a uniforn1ity so much desired·
has been secured. Their endeavors to have the Council Degrees placed where I hope
to see them at no distant day, have so far failed, and, although it has not been wholly
given up, I trust that none of the Companions of this jurisdiction will fold their hands
and wait for assistance in that direction, knowing, as we do, that the Council Degrees have
merits of their own, as worthy of being perpetuated as any. The hand of business prostration rests as lightly upon us as upon any Masonic body. Let us, therefore, labor faithfully as those before us have done, remembering that we cannot reasonably expect success without striving for an.d deserving it."

The report of the G. '. T." showed an amount of $348.25, and a balance on
hand of $93.!l4.
Companion JOSIAH H. DRmrMoND, the veteran Foreign Correspondent,
presented another of his matchless Reports, reviewing twenty-four Grand
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Councils, of which we were one. He makes t.hc following pertinent re, marks on the cataleptic conclition of the Grand Council of Ulinois, nnd
their absurd action :
"After the Grand Council closed. the question itrOHt! whether there was any Grand
Council. The Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter announced that there was not; but
the Grand Master decided that the Grand Council, though not fully alive, ·ha~ a name to
live.' We think he is right: for after a Constitution has been legally amended. a resolution that the amendments shall be void if the Grand Chapter does not do certain things
within two years, has no n1ore legal effect to avoid the an1endment than a resolution to
do anything else would have had; and we n1arvel much that our Illinois Con1panions
should have enaeted such an absurdity. Another curious thing is, that while the power
to grant new charters is taken away, we see nothing to prevent Councils from continuing
to confer the degrees upon candidates who, if they adhere to their pledges given <in taking
the degrees, C(tnnot recognize Hoyal and Select Jlfasters ·made in the Clw1Jte1·s ! It seems
to us that it would have been better to have committed a confessed suicide in a prompt
manner than to have provided that the Councils should not die, but ·kinder gin out.' "

OE the report of Indiana on the ll'lississippi plan, he says:
'"In one position in the report we cannot concur. While we admit that 'each jurisdiction is sove1·eign within itself,' we do not achuit that there are no restrictions upon this
sovereignty. We hold that no authority whatever can authorize the conferring of a degree by a body not authorized to do so by the ritual of the degree. We apprehend that if
the Grand Chapter of Maine should turn the Capitular Degrees over to the Lodge, the
Grand Chapter of Indiana would not recognize Royal Arch Masons rnacle in a Master's
Loclge. 1 '

Of om Proceedings for 1877 he says :
"We have a splendid pamphlet Of one hundred pages, nearly thirty of which ;ire taken
up with the very able address of the Grand Master. Gxo. 111. OsGoonnY. * * * * * *
The Grand l\Iaster in his address, puts the date of the organization of his Grand Council
as 1809; this is an error: Columbian Council was organized in 1810, and called itself a
Grand Council; but using the tern1 'Grand' in the sense of 'Great, 1 arnl not in the sense
in which it is now used. HiS Grand Council was organized in 1828 . . ,

To which we reply that the Grand Oouncil of New York dates from the
organiz:it.ion of Columbian Council, No. 1, under and by virtue of its concession to the Grnnd Council.
Upon our remarks as to the fact that a few_ generally lead and control the
legislation of most of the Grand Bodies, he says :
It was for this reason that we onee suggested that a 'Grand Objeetor' would he a
most useful Grand Officer. It. should be his duty to oh;ject to every new proposition, and
give what reasons he can against it. RO that attention lnay be drawn to it and it he considere<l on its n1erits. In many Grand Bodies in other countries the Grarnl Orator is celled
upon to give his views and the reasons for them, before a vote is taken upbn any important proposition. This consurnes time, but it prevents hasty legislation. Discussion may
he tireso1ne, but is never dangerous.,,
11

We have often been astonished to see the hasty manner in which the most
import:int legislation is hurried through Grand Bodies. Some measure is
cnt and dried before the meeting, introduced by some prominent brother, and
carried, while the majority of the Representatives blindly follow his lead,
wit,Jwnt iiny consideration of the tendencies or the results of the measure.
A Grand Objector would be a desirable officer.
We cnpy a portion of his conclusion:
u The depression in· the growth of the Rite arises from temporary causes which must
ultimately pass away; and, therefore. the giving up of Council organizations on account
of this depression, is without sufficient cause. The Chapters have now as many degrees
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as they can find otlieerH to work properly, and the taking of' nd<litio11al degrees will haz;ard
the existence of the Chapters \Ve believe it better, if the Council organization cannot
·he kept up, to remand the degrees tu their original posit,ion of 'side degrees,' to be conferred
by the possessors of the1n at pleasure.
11
But one inquiry naturally arises: If the founders of Grand Couneih; awl their ast"ioeiates would 1naintain these organizations in their infancy, when the mnnbers were few,
why we at this thne. when our ntnnbers have increased tenfold. cannot do the same
thing.
·
'' rrake "\Visconsin, for instance; the Grauel Council started with three Councils a.nd
some seventy 1nembers; when it <lied it had nine Councils and some four hundred members. The case of Illinois is even more surprising: with a good surplus in the treasury,
over fifty subordinateR, and a men11Jership of nearly twenty-five hundred, it becarne
demoralized and took Hteps tnward disRolution, but 'which, we hope, 1nay stilJ be re-

traced.
"If our Corn pan ions would cease to look at our losses and look at those who remain,
we believe they would continue to inove on in the even tenor of their way.,,

The business was purely of a rnutine charncter.
The statistics show the following:
Subordinate Councils ..................................... 12
C:ouncilR U.'. D.'.......................................... 1
Admitted ................................................ 18
Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... 94\J
F~:ssENDEN I. DAY, Lewiston, G. ·. 1\'l."
Ilu B1m1iy, .Portland, G.'. H. ·.

MA.HYL iND-1878.
Ever since we welcomed this Grnml Council upon her organization a few
years ago, we have had difficulty in getting her Proceedings. Some years we
have been obliged to.omit her altogether, and in others we have copied from
some brother correspondent more fortunate than we were.
But this year we have a circular, dated Nov. rn, 1878. It .states merely
that the Annual Assembly convened Nov. 13, 28·78, and that the following
Grand Officers were elected:
FERDINAND J. S. Go1wAs, G." 1\1.·.
W 1LLTAM F.' CocmtAN, D .. '.G. '.NL·.
GE01wE w. SnH1vE, G.·.P:.c ... w:.
WILLIAM A. WENTZ, Baltimore, G:. R.:.
THOMAS J. SHYLOCK, G. ·.T. ·.
All that we can atld is that Companion SmtrVE is stated to be G. ·.P:.C. ·.of
the World.I We wish him and all his Uompanions all prosperity and success
as they conduct the Cryptic world.
MASSAOHUSETTS-1878.
The Proceedings of Massachusetts are always nicely printed, well arranged,
and every way worthy of commendation. The first thing we notice is a
beautiful portrait, a steel engraving we think, of Companion ABRAHAM A.
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DAME, G. ·.M. ·. of this Grnml Council from 1826-1856, who departed this life
Nov. 14, 1878. Tile engraving is an excellent. one, and shci'ws tile face of a
noble old man, with regular features and beautiful, and a wealth of curling
, locks and beard, both of which are liberally whitened by many winters'
snows. We heartily commend this practice to you, Companions, and wish
that yoi~ mi~ht see fit to put in our Proceedings the faces of our own noble
veterans and of our wise leaders.
The Gmnd Council of Massachusetts held a special Assembly in l:loston,
March 12, 2878. Companion CIIAPM.\N, G. ·.M. ·., presided, and sixteen co·uncils were represented.
The Master and Officers· of Boston Council exemplified the work in the
degrees of Cryptic Masonry. Some minor items of business were transacted,
and the Grand Council closed.
The An.nual Assembly was held in Boston, Dec. 11, 2878, at 10, A. M.
Present, ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, G. ·.M. ·., presiding, and the Representatives
of seventeen Councils.
We llave read with especial pleasure the Address of Companion CHAPMAN,
which we won Id be glad to quote entire. In one place he says:
u

In the laws of eo1npensatiou. none is 1nore pronounced than tha.t the habitually indus-

trious must thrive-and this reflection brinl(S us at once to the examination of the result
of the last year. At its commencement we had twenty-three Councils subordinate to this
Grand Body, all but one being in the State. Of these we may say generally, they do not
vary much to-day from t.heir then condition. And yet there is a difference."

He states that most of the Councils had corrected their work to coufonn to
the uniform Ritual, as it was exemplified at the special Assembly. He had
visi-ted more than one-half of the Councils, and from personal communication with the [tepresentatives of the rest, he feels assured that the Rite is in
as good condition as any co-ordinate one in the Common wealth. He had
made such a large number of visitations at an expe.nse of less than $28.00 to
the Grand Council. The Proceedings of 2861 Ile had caused to be reprinted,
and any one desirom of them to complete his files can obtain them. One of
the Councils hacl a by-law that if any Companion failed to· pay llis clues at or
before a designated Assembly, ... The.Council may at that or any subsPquent
Assembly, declare by a two-thirds vo.te that his membership be forfeited."
He had decided on this, that delinquents fo'r non-payment of dues, like other
offenders, should be notified of the time and place when action will be taken
in each particu Iar case.
Hiram Council, in Worcester, has been heavily attlicted, having lost no
less than nine Companions by death. In December, 2877, Companion JOHN
McCLELLAN refused a re-election as G. ·.'I',"• after holding that office for
twenty consecutive years. On: Sept. 29, 2878, he finbhed his earthly course
in the C~ty of B'oston. : Boi·p_::ill Providence, R I., l<~eby. 28, 2810, he was
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made an E:.A. ·. in Columl.Jia11 Lodge in Boston, April 4, 1844, an<1 ended as
an Honor<try 33°, M'tY 31, 1862. He was initiated in B iston Council in 2853
He had J;>een G. '. T. ·. of the Grand Lodge of Massachnsetts. and helcl the
same office in the General Grand Chapter.
Companion ABRAHAM ANNIS DAME, was born in Oxford, N. H., Aug. 27,
1792; removed to Boston in 1824, and died there Nov. 14, 1878. He was
raised in Massachusetts Lodge, Boston, April 24, 1818.
He was admitted to·
Boston Council, July 27, 2819, and presided over it from 2825 to 2829. He
was ch'.lirman of the second Convention, held in Boston, June 15, 2826, which
adopted a Constitution, <tnd organized the Grand Council of :i\>fassaclrnsetts.
We quote in foll the following concerning him:
"He was al~o elt~cte1l l\L ·.J. ·.G.·.M. ·.. Rerved with ability, and notably so in the Anti-1\Ia.sonic period, when he, as well as the heads of other i\iasoaic Grand Bodies, were catechised without effect by that party. Under date of June 2, 1830, certain' resolntions
adopted by the Anti-Masonic Co11ve11tion, held in Fa11euil Hall, in January of that yen.r,
were enclosed to .Jm:H!:PH JENKINS, SAl\lUEr_, CLAHK. ABRAHAM .A.. DAME, JOHN ,J. LORING,
then presiding ove1· the Grand Lodge. Grand Chapter, Grand Council, antl Grand Enca1np1nent,· respectively, inaking certain chal'ges, and asking among other things, that
they disfellowship the Grand Lodge, the Grand Chapter, and the Grand Encampment of
New York because of the alleged truth of those charges anti it was reported by the
Assistant Secretttry of the Anti-i\lasonic 8ta.te Oo1nmiLtee. 'but from neither of these has
any auswer .been reeei ved., lt inay he that the answer suggeste1l to the minds of these
brethren was embraced in a strLtenient 1na<le to Brother DAME s01ne years after, by an
honorary me1nber of that Convention, and one who was conspicuous in Massachusetts, as
well as in Rhode Island, for his Anti-1\Iasonic conduct.
"On the Satmday preceding his death, Br.other DAME told the maker of this sketch
that IlENJA3lIN JI.... HAI..LF.TT de~ired to be J11ade a Mason, and said that he was •satisfied of
his folly,' and asked if he could get thP. D<~grees. As might bP- expecte1l, the answer given
was 'No,' and tl1at settlecl it.
·
"'Onr rtlm;trious Uoinpanion was noted f.or the correctness and tenacity of his 1neinory:
and was during his entire Masonic life au authority a1no11g ritualists. He presided over
the four bodies iu the York H.ite, 1uHl was "at the lwad of the Ol'a.nd EncmupmP.nt of Massachusetts a1u;l Rhode Island in 1~~5-ti. He also presided over the Grand OoUll<;!il of Princes
of Jerus_alem, in the Ancient and Accepted Hite, as early as F'ebruary, l82fi, and-over
Boston Lodge of Perfection. nrga.nized in .January. 18l2. aud was i-;uhsequently rnade an
Honorary 3'1Q. He was also a. perrnanent 1nembe1· of the 1\Iost \Vorthy Grand Lodge, and
Grand Roval Arch Chapter of l\'lassachusetts.
~'The offices here enumerated only partially represent the many held hy Oo1npanio11
DAMg, who for more than sixty years was au adherent of Freemasonry. At the sacrifice
of 1nuch thne and at great labo1\ he upheld the institution,· arnl never was mo rt-~ attached
to it than at the close of ~tis lengthened life, when with his mind unclouded an1l his niental vision clear, he <JUietly closed his eye", while be .mt looked into his daughter's face,
and entered upon a blissful imn1ortality. 1 '
1

(

1

As one by one our revered fathers in Masonry. depart, ·and we miss their
faces and voices of counsel, we sincerely hope we may be as faithful in our
day and generation, and that we, tqn, may earn the proud title of " workmen
that need not to be ashat;ned."
Their interest in us has not yet ceased, and they are yet witnesses of the
manner in which we discharge our trnst, for'"rhere is no death! What see1ns so is transition:
This life of mortal breath
Is but a subnrb of the life elysian,
Whose portals we call death."

Although we have already reviewed this Address at length, yet we must
make one more quotation on the absorbing question of the (lay:
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"Free1nasonry in all its branches is now experiencing, if not a reaction fron1 overthrift,
certainly the effects of a genei·al depression which hUs laid a 80Jnewhat heavy weight
upon the industrial, and consequently UJ,JOll the social interests of the country. It has
become a debatable question, whether it IS not better to surrender to the Chapters the
work of the Councils, and thus let the Companions of the Capitular Rite do the labor of
both. In some jurisdictions this has been done, but the act is of too recent 'date to be
assurer! of the result. It commenced in ~1ississippi, 111Hl the last report to this effect is
from Kentucky. Between these '1re two 01· three others who have done likewise. .
"I cannot bnt regard the n1overnenc; as the result of creating bodies before their tin1e,
consequent of a quality in the human 1nind which stirnulates one 1nan to wa.nt everything
that any other nu1n rnay have, without due re~ard for the necessary conditions of support.
In consequence of this the plural nu1nber has been created, when the singular would
have been wiS8L'. ancl altogether more certain of support, and the result is a spas1nodic
hour of prosperous work followed hy a gradual decny. To us the question is important,
and from it we rnay learn wisdo1u.
"~If we do not endor:;e the argurnents of other jnri~clictions, and accept their reasons
for a liUestionahle union: if we have not begotten unhealthy bo<lies to be thrown as such
into the Chapters; if we have not been running a race with error in which we have been
beaten, out· duty plainly leads us in the way of what we already see, renewed and healthy
prospel'ity, it cannot he secured hy regret. It n1ay be reache<l by diligence, but never
unless we continue the atteni1d, and attenipt let us re1ne1nher 1

•·•Is all the wedge that splits its knotty way
Betwixt the impossible nnd the possible.' "

The report of the Committee on Finance showed a total of $597.23, and
cash on hand $180.15.
The Constitution was amended by the addition allowing any Council to
confer the Degree of Super-Excellent Master, without fee to the Grand Council, upon any Royal and Select ]\foster, who has received tlnse degrees in a
jurisdiction where the Super-Excellent i\faster is not recognized or worked.
There are two memorial pages set apart for Companions DA•IE and
McCLEI,LAN. We are also much plea~cd with the various lists of Past Grand
Officers and Past Masters of the Councils.
'l'hc Report on Foreign Correspondence is by Companion JOHN W. DAo-·
MUN, who makes a summary Report, aiming at the most important questions
of the hour. We think it is better to make n:detailed review of the Rite, and
that the Craft thus obt;tins lll(ire and better information on all questions of
the day.
However, Companion DADMUN is sound on the great issue of the hour. He
had received the Proceedingo of thirteen Grn.nd Councils, among which were
our own for 2877. He says:
1
H The great question in Cryptic Masonry at this time is •To be, or not to be?
Now,
while we concede the right of each Grand Body to manage its own affairs, within the
restrictions of general Masonic Law and usage, we claim it is not courteous, to say the

least, for a Grand Body to m'1ke radical changes without first consulting '111 others of the
same grade. Uiiifonnity is one of the grandest featnres of the Masonic Institution. and

should Ue preserved at all hazards. We were surprised and n1ortified when we read the
action of Mississippi, in abolishing the Councils within her jurisdiction and transferring

the degrees to the Chapter. We wondered if our Companions of th'1t St'1te supposed
that such a cQmplete revolution conk! be made without a protest from other jurisdic-

tions. with which she has been in fraternal love and fellowslup.
"Smne of the reasons given by this n1ovement are ungenerous reflections upon the

charity, literature nnd stability of nrasonry.

* * * • •

-~More than this, our Chapters, with six degrees to work in full on all candidates, will
be bnr<lened beyond 1neagure. How many officers can be found in country towns that

can afford the time. even if they have the ability, to learn the work of six degrees and
confer them in full? It is nonsense to suppose that one·ha.lf of our officers could stand
the pressure. In the enrl the Council Degrees will h'1ve the go·by.
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"Then. again~ there is an utter want of uniforn1ity resulting frmn this independent
movement. Mississippi has one plan, Texas another, Pennsylvania another, and Virginia
still another. All this is ·confusion worse confonn(led,, and Sttdly subversive of the unity
of Freernason1·y. \Ve fully endorse Cornpanion Du.UMllOND 1 s views-'A ban don the degrees
altogether rather than introcluee confusion by adopting the plan proposed. 1 * * *· *
In our opinion there is hnt one way to preset've these degrees in their beauty and excellence, and that is to keep them distinct a11cl independent of all other Masonic hranches.
Let us cease begging of other Grand Bodies so1ne special recognition, and show them that
we are able to stand alone on the real Jnerits of the Cryptic Degrees. During the last
decade the munber of Councils has increased frmn 444 to 654, and the nu1nber of me1n~
bers from 16,048 to 28,985. This is only about a thousand less than the number of members in the most prosperous year of the deeacle, which was in 1876. This decrease in 1877
is rernarkably srnall, when we consider the financial pressure.of the hard tiines. During
the same year the decrease in Oapitnlar l\Iasonry in the State of New York alone was 881.
Patience and perseverance will bring us off victorious."
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The Gr•111d Council of Michigan, one of the largest and most prosperous of
the Grand Gouncils, sends us the largest pamphlet which we have received.
The Annual Assembly was held in Jackson, Jan. 20, 2879, and was opened
in Ample Form by Companion ANDREW .J. UTLEY, G:.M.·., together with the
Representatives of forty-one Councils.
The Address of G. -.M:. U•rLEY is a masterly production, which we would
he glad to give entire. We will, however, endeavor to give a faithful synopsis o.f it and its masterly arguments. In his representation of the condition of
the Hite in Michigan, he finds cause for congratulation that none had been
taken away; :md that Michigan stands second in· the number of Councils,
Ohio standing first; also, that this Grand Council is sonnd morally, Masonically and financially. They are not infected by the Mississippi delusion.
,.. - Tlicy are out of debt, and the great majority of the Councils are in a healthy
condition. He copies our G. -.M. '. OsGoODBY's table of dates of the organization ()f the Grand Councils and Grand Commancleries in each State. He
thinks they have every reason to be encouraged; most of the Councils have
had work of an·excellent quality, and as much work as could be expected in
these times of financial depression. He thinks that as soon as business
illterests revive, Cryptic Masonry will flourish as in clays of yore.
This is an opinion we have always st:tted in our Heports, exhorting all to
be patient for a few years, and not hurry away after every new delusion that
may be suggested.
·
He advises. the republication of the Proceedings from the date of the organization of the Grand Couneii in 1858. He had received requests from Hhode
Island and New .Jersey to appoint Representatives near those Grand Councils,
and, upon investigation, was surprised to finrl that Michigan is the only Grand
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Council which refuses to receive or appoint Grand Hepresentatives, and ·at
some length advises the adoption of that practice. The Grand Council adopted
his recommendation, and we hope we shall soon welcome the Representative
of Michigan at our Annual Assemblies.
We must quote in full what he says upo11 the condition of Cryptic Masonry
generally:
"The condition of Cryptic.: Masomy throughout the country, as a whole, is not flattering. In many of the States t.lie Rite is in a languishing condition. But this certainly is
not because there is no real nierit in Cryptic l\iasonry or because it has accon1plished the
work for which it was brought into existence, but rather because the guardians of the
Rite, the rneu who have Ueen p1act!d in suprenie con1n1and, have been sleeping at their
posts. If the punishment justly awarded to A hishar wns inflicted upon these grand and
subordinate officers who are guilty of the sa1ne offence. and more zealous Co1npanions
were placed in their stead, Cryptic l\Iasonry would again assume its proper place, and
would be sought after nH it hns bee11 iu yea.rs that are pm;sed. rrhere are rr1any men in
high official positions. who. like the late Grund Master of the late Grand Council of Mississippi, do nothit1g theinselves, but wait with folded arms for soinething to turn up, and
then wonder why it is that our •Beloved Order' does not pro~per. This Companion, to
whom had been intrusted the supreme goven1ment of the Craft in that jurisdiction,
under whose care 1,hirty.two Subordinate Councils had been plaeed, came into the Grand
Council at the end of the Masonic year, and reported that he had not written a letter,
answered a question~ or found anythiug to do, and: consequently, had nothing to report.
·u he had discharged his duty as he was morally and lllasonieally bom1d to do, he would
ha:ve written ina11y lettel's, answered nrnny questions; he would ha.ve vh:itPd his Councils
and encouraged the Craft; he would have found an abundance of profitable work. In
short had he discharged faithfully t11e high trust reposed in him, the Grand Council of
.Mississippi would not now be numbered with the things of the past. It is just such men
that are drugging Cryptic Masonry <!own with them. The remedy is to get rid of these
men, not to abandon our beautiful and instructive degrees, or procure their adoption into
the Chapter. The Chapter has no place for them nor any business with them. Cryptic
Masonry has intrjnsic merit enough to stand alone. autl will p;;tand aJone unless it is over·
thrown by such men as the late Grand Master of Mississippi. This man may be and
probably is a good man and a gentleman, but he has demonstrated the fact that he is not
·a suitable person for Grand 1\'.!.aster of a :Masonic body. ln this he does not stand alone,
for in nine cases out of ten where Crypt,ic l\im;;onry is on the deeline. the cause can be
traced back to had management or neglect of duty on the part of those selected to rule
and govem the Craft."
1

He then pa,ys his respects to the Mississippi plan, and produces some of the
best and strongest arguments we have read against that delusion. We will
proceed to state them, an~! make such quotations as will enable you to understand them in all their trenchant force. Speaking of the various jurisdictions that have nmalgamated with the Chapter, he bitingly <remarks.:
"In most, if not all of these jurisdictions. they have done worse than merely to aban·
don our beautiful and impressive Rite, they ham turned, or attempted to turn the degrees
over to the Chapter, making thein a kind of 'side show' to be conferred gratuitously on
any Royal Arch Mason who may wish to reeeive thein. And this has been done by Companions whc· have been honored by the members of t.he Cryptie Rite with the highest
offices in their power to bestow. And one man, the late Grand Master of the late Grand
Council of IllinoiH, after having bet,raye<l his trnst and destroyed his Grand Council, is
lauded to the skies by these 1nodern innovators as being. to quote the exact language,
•The first man in that position (Most Illustrious Grand Master of a Grand Council) who
had nerve enough to propose a union of the Capitular and Cryptic degrees.' Companions,
durin$' the war ()f the revolution when our forefathers struggled for seven long years for
their mdepernlence. we thank God that in all the length and breadth of the land. there
was but one n1au who had nerve enough to su1TBnder an important position to the eneiny
without ~trikibg a blow in its defence.,,

The first argument he adduces against the plan is, that many unworthymen will gain admission to the Secret Vault, and it will require many years of
earnest labor to restore the Councils to their original position, and purge
them of the spurious material which will be introduced.
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These Companions think, forsooth. tlrnt we w1rnt to number all Capitular
.Masonry among the select few.
The next argument is that the plan is a direct violation of well-established
principles of Masonic jurisprudence; anrl that there is no power in any Grand
Council to disbaFHi as long as a constitutional numlier of subordinates can be
found in the jurisdiction willing to assume the responsibilities and burdens of
carrying on and providing for the Grand Council.
He next refutes the assertion that the Council Degrees originally belonged
to the Chapter, and examines the subject at length. He quotes the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter at the time of its organization, and its
various revisions. He quotes the resolutions passed in 1829, to show that then
tlie General Grand Chapter, while it did recommend the Grand Councils to
place the Cryptic Degrees under the care of the· Chapters, positively prohibited any such step without the consent of the Grand Councils, thus recognizing. the fact that the sole authority for conferring tlrn degrees rested .in the
Gra\i~'i<'Jimncils. He also quotes from the Proceedings of 1853, where the
repOI't:.lof a committee was adopted, expressly declaring that the General
Gra~d··Chapter has no authority over, or title to, the. Cryptic Degrees
He then gives the history of the introduction of our Rite 'in tliis country.
His next argument is that amalgamation with the Chapter degrades tlte Cryptic Degrees, and produces confusion, and destroys symmetry and harmony,
and will set a bad example to the Commanderies and Chapters, and that those
bodies may in like manner at some future time disband, or hand their degrees
over to the authQ~'ity of the Lodge.
In eonclusimiiue· recommends that all Hoyal and Select Masters, made
under authority of Chapters, be refused recognition by the Grand Council of
l\fichigan.
.
Yve have been especially pleased with this Address, and we regard it as one
of the best made during the year. We wish we had more such Grand Masters.
The report of the G. ·. T. ·. showed eash $1,374.90, and a balance on hand of
$920.10
'l'hc following resolutions were adnptell with but nne dissenting vote:·
uResolved, That this Grand Council unequivocally condetnns the action of any of our
sister jurisdictions favoring the merging of the Cryptic Degrees with those of the Chapter, and declare that the successful advocacy of such a policy will be fatal to the perpetuation of the Cryptic Degrees in their purity and sublimity, wherever such a plan is
adopted.
•
"Resolved, That this Grand Council hereby enters its solemn protest against the merging of the Cryptic Degrees into the hands of any Grand Chapter, and will hold any Companion, who receives the Cryptic Degrees under such authority, as clandestinely made;
and as such cannot be received with fraternal greeting within this Grand Jurisdiction.
"Resolved, That Subordinate Councils are hereby interdicted from receiving or holding
any Masonic intercourse with such clandestine Royal and Select Masters."

It was also ordered that the Proceedings be reprinted, and that those of
other Grand Councils be procured and bound.
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The Report on Foreign Correspondence was written by the Grand Master,
Companion U'J'Lll:Y, and covers one hundred and one pages, and is as excellently written as his Address. We are glad to see that he is to write next
year. He reviews twenty-five Grand 00nncils, including our Assembly of
1878.
Upon tlrn surrender of Iowa he very ptcrtinently says:
u The causes which led to this action in Iowa we t11iuk are appare~t fron1 n review of
their Proceedings. \Vhen the Grand 1\laste1· of a :Masonic Body like that of the Grand
Council of Iowa. can at the end of the Masonic year, truihfully report that the only
official correspondence he has had with the Councils uuder his charge was the writing of
011e lettei· in reply to one he had reeeivecl. it is very evident that there has been a gross
neglect of duty upon his part: and when, having t.lrns neglected his duty and sufferecl the
.Uraft to become lukewarm, he recouuuends an abandon111eut of the degrees, or a consolidation1 as he is pleased to terrr1 it. it is quite natural for the Craft to adopt and aet upon
his recon11neudation. In our opinion there is no doubt had the Grand_ l\Iaster faithfully
discharged his duty, had he visited his Councils nm! encouraged the Craft. and if at the
Annual Assembly he had stood up in his place like a man and exhorted his Companiolls by
all means to 1naintain their organization m1dncve1·givei~p the ship, orconsentthatour beautiful Hite should be 1nade a' .<;{(le-show' for some other l\Insonic body, we say had he pursued
this course, we have no doubt but that the Grarnl Council would have sustained him, and
woul<l now have been in a healthy cOndition. \Ve can Ree no necessity for such action.
The Grand Council had a large surplus in its treasnry, (over $500.00) anrl was out of debt;
why then this haste to com1nit self-destruction? We have no positive rneairn of k11owing,
hut we have no doubt the Grand Council, in proportion to its 111e1nbershi1\ was in a better
condit.ion firnmcially and had a larger surphrn in its treasury than either of the othe1· Masonic Bodies in that State."

We endorse the following:
'Ve ad1nit that Council rne1nbershilJ is uot increasing as rapidly as it did at one thne,
neither in fact is any one of the Masonw Bodies increasing at present. but rather decreasing; the initiates not. equaling the loss fro1n death, suspension. etc. Even in those jurisdictions where our Companions have abandoned the Cryptic Rite, it would compare fcivorably with Capitular or Ancient Craft Masonry, and in prO}Jortion to its me111hership it
had not suffered as much either in the loss of members or financially as the other 111asonic
Bodies, and we can see nothing that will justify them in the course they have taken. The
only difficulty, in our opinion, is the fina11cial eznharrassment nnder which the country is
laboring. As soon as ti1nes hecon1e better, all will he well." .
u

He.gives New York an excellent notice, occupying ten and one-half pages.
He quotes from G. ·.l\L ·. OseoODBY's Address at length. Also from our Report, and gives our conclusion in full.
Although we have· made so many quotations, there· is so much trnth in his
remarks upon Tennessee, that we must copy once more:
"From the foregoing it is easy to perceive what a little zealous work will accomplish.
rrwo years ago the Grand Council of Tennessee became demoralized, and appointed a
committee to act in conjunction with another c01nn1ittee to be appointed by the Grand
Chapter, to devise means for the sur1·e1Hler of the Cryptic Rite to the Capitular, a copy
of which resolution can be found in our Proceedings for 1878, on page 51. However, at
the Annual Assen1bl~.,. in which this resolution was adopted, 1\iost Illustrious BEN.JAMIN l!.,,
HALLER was elected Grand Master, and he went to work to infuse i1ew life into the Council, and so succeeded that nothing was said about 'consolidation' at the next Annual
Assembly. One year ago Illustrious Companion BRADFORD NwnoL was elected Grand
J\olaster; he, too, was a worker, and the fruits of his labor are everywhere apparent in the
proceedings published by that Grand Council for its Annual Assembly held in November
last. And instead of bemoaning its sac! condition, and seeking a resting place in that
'dear bosom,' we find this Grand Council full of life nnd vigor. in fact that its prospects
are more flattering than that of any of the other Masonic Bodies in that jurisdiction, as
appears from the report of the Grand Lecturer, where he n1akes use of the following language : 'From all I have seen I am constrain er! to believe that with the return of husi ·
ness ptosperity and activity to the State. the Council will, n1ore than any others of t;he
111ernhers of our great Masonic fan1ily, feel its effects.'"
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In conclusion be gives a full history of the. f{ite in each State, the tfate of
organization, &c. We recommend all who are students of ~Iasonic history
to procure a copy of the Proceedings of Michigan for 1879. We wish all
jurisclictions .bad the zeal and prosperity 'Jf Michigan. The only word of
criticism we have is, that the Proceedings are nGt as good a piece of printer's
work us they should be, nor has the proof been carefully rear!.

•.
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MINNESOTA-1878.
This Grand Council assembled in St. P4ul, Tuesday, October 8, 2878.
Present, GEORGE ·w. COOLEY, G. -.M.·., presiding, all of the Grand Officers
and the Representative3 of thre~ ·suuorclinate Councils.
The Address of Companion CoOLEY was brief, referring to the matters of
general interest. We make the following extract:

·i

"I" have felt sometimes that I would prefer to see in our subordinates a more rapid
growth, but upon comparing our members with those of the Order generally, I am satisfied that we are doing well enough. We might add to our rolls a great many more names
in a year than we do. but whether our Order would be any better off than it is .to-day
would be an open' question. It was never intended that Masonry r;hould be too cl1eap, and
by making it more difficult for a Companion to enter our Secret Vault we place ourselves
exactly in the position indicated by our title. So let us remain. In a few years from this
time, unless I am greatly deceived, there will be a thundering at the doors of Cryptic Masonry that will require the most zealous care to admit only good men and true. Until that
time let us guard well our doors."

A p•·r capita assessment was ordered to pay for priziting the Proceedings,
and to meet necessary expenses. Receipts were reported amounting to
$101. 75.
The following Report of the Committee on Jurisprudence was unanimously
adopted:
Your comq1ittee'are of the opinion that the adoption of the '.Mississippi Plan' wo11Jd
be greatly to the injury of the Cryptic Degrees, and not all to the benefit of the Capitular.
The Chapter has already more degrees than it can or will do justice to, and to add the
Council Degrees would not in the !Past tend to the.benefit of either. Yom committee are
also of the opi_nion that the Chapter has nothing to do with the Cryptic DegreeR, ar.d can
not legally confer them, and that the General Grand Chapter will not recognize the conferring of thern in Chapters.
·
u.Your committee are of the opinion U1a.t the Council Degrees can be legally conferred
11nder no other authority than that of a Grand Council. We <lo not understand how
Grand Chapters can recognize these degrees, or have any knowledge of them. We therefore offer the following resolution :
.
"Reso!Ved, That the Grand Council of Minnesota declares that the Hoyal and Select
Master's Degrees cannot be lawfully conferred by, or under the sanction or witrrant of
Royal Arch Chapters."
·
H

Companion GROVE B. CooLEY presented an excellent Report on Foreign
Correspondence, covering forty-three pages.
We always like to read his
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reports, bright, intelligent and witty, and this one is fulJy up to the standard. He reviews twenty-seven Grand Cot:ncils, of which New York for
1877 is one. He pays his respects to Companion LI~E, of Conni::clicut, as
follows:
"Companion LEE submitted a brief but good report on Foreign Correspondence. He
seems to think that the duty of the Committee on Correspondence is simply a ministerial
one, ancl that it shoulU not presume to dictate or advise what is best to be doue. Well,
Companion J... EE, it may not be: in the best of taste according to Connecticut etiquette to
speak right out, and e.xpre::>s ou.r thoughts plainly, but out West we have not t11e down

i,;ast finish and are prone to spit out just what happens to come in our mind.
help it-forgive us."

We can't

. After all, Companion LEE docs generally make his opinions known, and
they arc generally pretty goocl ones, too. We think the writer of Foreign
Correspondence is something more than a phonograph, or a pair of scissors.
· That u,rticle is indeed one of our I.Jest friends, but when we do once in a while
have un idea, we like to Jet it be known, and, have the world rejoice with us.
Bnt, seriously, we deem it a duty to declare the right and condemn the wrong,
and tender Olll'_opinion, because· we have bctte1· opportunities to know what
_is going on in the Cryptic world, and what the needs of the hour arc. We
think the Heporls on Foreign Correspondence bear no little part in shaping the
opinion and perhaps the :tction of the Cryptic Rite. And the influence of
such men as DHUlDlOND, GOULEY, CAUSON, LEE, U'l'LEY, SAYHES, LANG·
RIDGE", and AUSTIN and CooLEY bears us witness to the trnth of our opinion.
·Upon the lovely theme of lllinois, he says:
" And so-and so.'...the Grand Council cf Illinois conclnded to follow their leader of
nerve, ·give up the ship,' and try to get aboard tlie 'Capitula1· craft,' and thus save themselves from the ·waters of oblivion.' But we venture ou1· opinion that the Cryptic craft
is not lost yet. She may lose.some of her crew by desertion, she may be obliged to throw
overboard some of her cargo, and repair sonie of her 1·igging. hut it she ·goes slow,' is
cautious and particular about who is taken aboard, don't try to be too popular and get to
racjng: keep all off except. the trnly Royal, the truly Select, and she will in due time
bring all aboard safe to port, and that, too, 'independent and free.' She will weatlter the
s'torm, and

1

don't you forget it.'"

Cryptic Masonry is immortal. She has found the elixir of life, and the
fountain of youth. She will survive when we are all in our graves, and our
sons and our sons' sons will labor in the S:. V. ·. There may be times of
depres~ion. and reaction.
As a ship sccnB plunging into the deep and yet
everything buoyantly rises and towers over the surge, so she may seem hound
for the abyss of oblivion, but she will always ride triumphantly over every
billow. Only let those on boarcl trim the sails, hold fast the wheel, and never
. sleep .on their watch.
Again under ~Jississippi he s:iys what we have alre..idy said :
"While we believe there cannot be too many Masons In the true sense, yet we do believe
there are far too many inititttes-far too m•rny who have seen the inside of the Lodge, but
did not behold the beauty thereof, and who werH never duly and truly prepared; who
have been through the forms, but who never partook of the spirit; who never had
breathed into them the soul of Masonry; who never have been and who never will be
1\Ia..;:ons.

le~

them take ever so many degrees.

No more can a n1ean, selfish. penurious,

brainless man become a Mason than can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his
spots. He may be initiated, passed, raised, exalrnd, knighted, and receive all tile ranks

,,.
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that can be conferred, yet he will see no beauty in it all, except that which adorns himself. He believes in Masonry so far only as he is the recipient of its favors and benefits.
"We all of us know that there are far too many of this class that have passecl the outer
door, and found admission into the bosom of our Lodges and Chapters. No\v we are
among those that believe that there should be some secret vault where the royal and
select hearts among- the innumerahle concourse may find a reunion and a home uuto
themselves alone. We believe the Crypt, of all others, is that sacred retreat, Then let
tl?-at be sacred unto us. No ID'.\tter for me1nbers; it is• not ,quantity but quaJity we crave.'.
H we have the true. warm-hearted, open-handed, whole-souled Mason, be they few or
many. we are content; none but the Royal, none hut the Select, do we desire shall enter
·our Secret Vault."

Again, under Missouri :
"We have all probably heard the st.ory of the well .man made to believe that he wa,s
actuolly sick and nigh unto death, by being frequently told so by his friends. who were
experimenting on him, until he finally took to his bed altogether, purely a victim of fear.
Now, that is exactly the case with Cryptic ilfosonry. It has had so many Gmnd Masters
and other officers who ha.ve been continually harping upon apathy,• • ind~ff'erence, •and
'languishing condition, 1 that the Companions in some jurisrlictions have actuaUy concluded that something is the matter-that Cryptic nrasonry is sic:< and •nigh unto<leath;'
whe·n in truth and in fact it is in a. sound and healthy condition, if the l\:lasonic doctors
will only let it alone. Give it ~lenty of good, wholesome exercise, and it is all right."
1

l

True, every word of it, Companion CoOLEY. 'Vlien will the race of
tinkers, alterers, suggestors, whiners, and surrenderers ever die out? They
do more damage than sensible men can repair. If they will only let things
alone, and ea'cl1 one try to do his duty, nil will go on right. All this present
movement of annihilation of Grand Councils has arisen from a great scare,
totally without foundation, and from a persistent cry of failure, and a ·}Jersistent. presentation of tinkerings, hatched in unconvolnted bruins, destitute
of grey matter, whose owners had been accidentally hoisted into positions of
power they never should have filled, and who should never have been permitted to bring up n piece of work for the 8.-.S. '.
He says of New York :
"The Grand Master's Address is a beautiful piece of work, and worthy the Companion
who w1·ote it, and shows that the Grand· Council of New York is alive to the interests of
the Urypt."
·
Referrin~

to the report of harmony arid peace : •

."It is very fortunate that it is in New York that that condition of affairs exists,·for if

it had happened in some jurisdictions it would be taken as conclusive evidence of 'heing
sick and nigh unto death.' But in New York we see it set down as an evidence of prosperity."
·

Again:
"The heaviness, that had settled in our heart upon taking up some of the proceedings
of the Grand Councils, is greatly removed upon taking up the Proceerlings of New York,
and reacling the Grand Master's Address and the report of the committee on correspondence. Thank God, there are some oases in the •Great Sahara' of Cryptic Masonry."

He qnotes largely from our Report. Many thanks, Companion, for your
kind words and good wishes; and, if we never "shake" with the frntei·nal
grip here (which we.sincerely hope to do some clay), may we do so in the finished s. -.s. ·., when life's labor shall end, and we be calle<l to refreshment
from a labor-weary life.
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In conclusion he says:
0

The condition of Cryptic Masonry is becoming better understood. and the Co1npa.n·
ions begin to awake-to the true situation. and to 'look a leetle out'. for the future. 'fhe
l\Hssi~sippi scheme is not going to win. It hns done nll the 1nischief it.can do, and a reac·
tion is taking place which will save the patient UespitH the doctor'~ experiment. rrhe
majority of t;he Companions have wisely concluded that they don't want to be orphansthey <lon't wunt to be nursed hy a stepmother.
"Were we to udvise, we would modestly suggest that Crypt.ic Thlasonry depends very
1nuch upon its officers. and would udrnonish ull Grand and Subordinate Councils to be
very cautious whom the.v promote to i;uch positions. \Ve would ~u..r. don,t elect to such
prominent positions in the Coeuncil those who are bunlenerl \Vith positions in the Lodge,
the Chapte1·. or C01n111andery. Eleet Companions who will make the Council a. specialty~
ancl who can and will do their whole dutv. 'Ve would also say, select those who do not
desil'e to hold office for the honor of it, or for the inoney they may think there is in it; 'for
there's where you'll make a mistake.' For it is true, and we can'tdeny it, that 1_nostevery
Grand bocl.Y.ill l\iaRonr.r has its 'barnacles.· whosel-'k for position,. for honot·, and for pay.
'Vhile we believe the 'laborer is worthy of his hire,' yet we are sorry tosa.y that there are
some who seem to stand high in the Order who look wise and say wise things, who when
solicited to 11.ssist in the promulgation of Cryptic ~lasonry, will excuse themselves becausP, as they say. ·there ain't any rnoney in it.' Now, we don't want any such Masons.
We 11.re better oil' without them. lt is such that sap the very life-bloo<l of the Order.
'·.Then let us be very cautious whotn we SPlect for officers, and lt~t us be very cautious
whom we n.dmit to cmnpanionship in the secret vault. rrhere is 1nore danger of ad1uit·
ting too tuany than too few. IJet us not be too anxious about nun11Jers. but look well to
it that those who pass the sleeping sentinel are • jus~. right. and true,, and are ready and
willing to labor faithfully, devotedly and continually for the honor and wages clue to a
good and worthy Royal und Select Master.
"We are Jl<)t umong- those that have fears for the future of Cryptic Masonry. It may
shrink in numbers. Smne may desert the ship, an<.l 8trive to get aboard some other craft.
Some rnay be indifferent and fall back and wait for · i;;omething to turn up,' but we shall
have enough good inen and true, 'vho have st,rong faith who will work with rnight, mind
and strength, and who will overcome and crowd all obstades out of the way, and who
will press on to conquer until •the last shall be first,' and Cryptic l\fosomy holds up its
head as equal if not superior to Ancient Craft, Capitular, or Chivalric. 'Ve don't care to
be made prerequisite, yet we don't see any good reason why we should not be. We don't
want to go to that · (lear bosom,' ,ve only desire to be !et alone, and left to rely on our
own merits, on the beautiful teachings of the 8. ·.v. ·., sul'passtd by none, and equaled
by few of all the degrees fron1 Ancient Craft up. 'Ve like all the degrees, and would not
say a word or syllable to de1>recatc or destroy any. bul. we can't and won·t suhrnit to see
the choicest and the best c'lst aside in the rubbish to be a sort ot udoptive-sid.o, ster,, or
what you will-degrees, \•..-ithout onr solemn protest, disapproval and condernnation. '

Sulionlinate Councils.................... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
l\Iemliers!Jip ..... , ........................................ 230
Candidates .............................................. 21
GEoHGE W. CooLEY, ~nneapolis, G: ..M.:.
G1wvE B. ()001.~~Y, i\'linneapolis, G.·.R.·.

l\IISSO URI-1878.
We have received a very kind and fraternal letter from Companion JonN
W. Lu1rn, late G. ·.R.·. of Missouri, in answer to our inquiries, in which Ile
gil·es us a full account of the last Annirnl Assembly. \Ve heartily thank him
for his courtesy, and we wish. all Grand Recorders were as kind, and careful
to reply 11~ he.

I·

The Proceedings of this Grand Council have not yet been printed, as Companion Lu1rn has not yet completed his Report on Foreign Correspondence.
We will proceed to give his letter.
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The fourteenth Annual Assembly met in St. Louis, October 11, 2878.
Deput.y G. ·.M. ·. P. B. BAILEY, presided, the G:. M. "• W. R. PENICK, being
detained at home by sickness in llis family: His Address was read by the
G ... n.·., J. W. Lu1rn.
He reports few ofticial acts on account of the languishing of Council Maso_my in this jurisdiction, and enters into tl.tc vexed question of transfer of
degrees to the Grand Chapter by a synopsis of the views of other Grand
Councils on the action of Mississippi, which he concludes has not met witll
much approval. He is not in favor of giving up the Council organization,
and hopes to see the Companions of Missouri renew their efforts to preserve
tllese beautiful degrees, and the organization as it is.
The treasury has a bal:ince of $131.85, of whicll $74.85 is in a suspended
bank, leaving an available fund of $57.00.
No definite action was taken concerning tlle transfer of the degrees, a partial discussion of the subject resulting. in the appointment of a committee of
conference to meet with a similar committee at the next Annual Convocation
of the Grand Chapter. The Grand Ch3pter having extended the time of its
next Grand Convocation to the first Thursday after the first Monday in May,
18SO, the next Grand Assembly, by its constitutional provisions, will be deferred until that time ..
The.tabular statement of the Grand Recorder shows sixteen Councils enrolled. eight of which were represented; ·seven made returns, and three paid
dues. Memb.ership in 1877 was tl1ree hundred and sixty-three.

P. B. BAILEY, Fulton. G. ".l\'l."
W. H. MAYO, St. Louis, G. ".R."

NEW HAl\iPSIIIHE-1878-79.
This year we are fortunate, as we have the Proceedings of this Grund
Council for two years.
1878.
The Proceedings of 1878 open with the minutes of a Special Convocation
in the City of Hartford, May 13, 2878. Companion HARVEY L. Cummm
acted as G. '.M.'., and five Councils were represented. Companion Cuumi,m
addressed the Grand Council on t.hc subject of the Standard Work, and stated
that this Assembly had been called for the purpose of exemplifying it, and
requested the officers of Adoniram Council, No. 3, to exe:nplify it. The
Degrees of Royal, Select and Super.Excellent Muster were conferred upon
two Companions, duly elected by Horace Chase Council. The Grand Council was then closed in due form.
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Tile Annual Convocation was bel<l tile same dny, l\Iay 13, 2878, in the same
pluce.. HAHYEY L .. Cuimrnn, D. ·.G:.M. ·., presiding, and Representatives as
al.love. The Address of thn G. ·. .M:. ·., lIENllY P. GLIDDEN, was read uy the
G. ·.R ·. He reports that his official labors had been light and pleasant, and
peace and harmony have prevailed among the Craft. He notices the death
of Companions JOHN A. I-IAnms, JOSEPH W. W1~LSII, and LEWIS YVOOD:UAN,
Just previous to the completion of our Beport last year we received the sad
news of the <leath of Companion lIAmus.
We give the remarks of the G. ·.M:.-. concerning bini:
"Illustrious Companion JonN A. HARRIS was born in Warner, N. H .. November 8, 1822.
Died in Concord, September 3. 1817. He was made a Mason .in Blazing Star Loctge. No.
11, Concord, N. H., June a, 1857; received the Chapter Degrees in Trinity Clinpier. No. 2,
in 18:15; the Council Degrees in Horace Chase Council. April 20, 1863; and the Orders of
Knii;:hthoou in l\1ount Horeb Commnndery, December JO. 1860. He was W. ·.M. ·.of Blaz·
ing :Otar Lodge in l81i8 and 1869, and Secretary from 1870 until his death; High Priest of
Trinity Chapter in 1869. and Secretary from 1870 until his death; he was T. ·.I. ·.111. ·. of
Horace Chase Council in 1866 and 181i7, and Recorder from 1870 until death.
"In the Grand Lodge or New l:fompshire he was District Grand Lectnrer, State Grand
Lectnrer, Junior and Senior Grand Warden, and Grand Secretary from l870until his death.
In the Grand Hoyal Arch Chapter he held the varions offices; wasl\I. ·.E. ·.G ·.H. · P. ·.in 1870
and 1871, and E. ·.G. ·. Secretary since 1873. In 1871 he was Vice-President of the Council
of High Priests, in 1872 Master of Ceremonies. and Secreta1·y from ltio2. In the Grand
Council of Royal and Select Masters he was l\L ·.P. · .G. •.l\I •. in 18/a and 1874, and G. ·.R. '.
since lti75. In 1870 he was elected Gmnd Recorder of the Grand Commandery of Knights
Templar, which position he held at his decease."

Death, who enters, and waits no permission from. the East, ~pares none
from Him who sits in the Odent to the youngest E. ·.A.·. standing in the
Northeast Corner. Every year some familiar names arc added to the long
roll of the departed, some lover! faces become ashy pale, some kindly eyes
arc dimmed. Soon shall this death, the Senior Deacon of the Great Master,
bring the orders to us to leave onr stations and approach that Great East.
May it then be found that we are not sleeping at our posts, and may we
be able to show that we have been faithful workmen, an<l good men and trae,
and in possession of the great talisman, the signet of truth.
Memorial pages are set apart to the memory of these Companions. The
Address also recommends the adoption of the Standard Work in New Hampshire.
This recommendation was adopted, and thus after several years of hcsita'
tion this Grand Council has added her name to the list of jurisdictions that
practice as well as profess uniformity. This is another instance of the truth
which we have so often written, that the Grand Officers have it in their power
to influence the Grand Councils for good if they will, and that they are
directly reoponsiulc for the prosperity of the Rite. If !here is "apathy," &c.,
they are the ones most to blame.
Companion GEonuE P. CLEAVES had been appointed to act as G.·.R:. in
place of Companion HAnms, and he reported that be had paid the G. ·.T. ·.
$!l!l.50
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The same Grand Officers were re-elected.
There is no Report on F<1rcig11 Correspondence. lf we remember.correctly,
we lrnve never founll any such Report in tin Proceedings of this Grand Council. We are at a loss to conceive why New Hampshire so persistently neglects to appoint such a committee. 'Vuke up, Companions, rub your eyes,
and see what i~ going un in some other parts of the world. You will be s~ll'
prised to find how 1'nany things of interest there arc, and how inuch light and
benefit you will receive. The statistics show:
Subordinate Councils . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
8
l\Icmbership ................................... _.... _..... 715
Increase.' .. .' ...............•...•... _.... , .....•.......... 15
Allmitted ..... : •.. ; ..........................••......•.• 28
Restored ........ : .....................•.........•........ · 5
1879.
The eighteenth Annual Assembly (not Convocation this time) convened in
Concord, l\fay 10, 2879.

I

The Grand Council was opened in ample form by

HENRY

P. GLIDDEN,

.

G:.M. ·.,and the Committee on Credentials reported Representatives present
'

from five Councils.

.

The Address was very brief. It reported the decease of Companions ADEL
HuTcmxs, and Arrnrrnw J. Trro~rrso:-i', who were Companions of eminence,
and held many of the highest positions in the various l\Inso11ic botlies. The
Standard (Convention) Work had been introch1ced into all the Councils, and
had met with the hc:irty approval of all the Companions.
The salary of the G. ·.R ·.was fixed at $25.00 annually.. We trust he will
not be unduly puffed up l.Jy this munificent sum. The G. ·. T:. repor.tctl
total of $120.58, antl a balance on h~nd of $13.00.
·

a

There was a Committee on Councils and Correspondence, and that committee made a report. They magnified their office, and presented one of the
fullest and most interesting reports it has been op.r pleasure to read. It deals
in such a masterly manner with the m01:iicntous topics of the time, and is so
full of information, that we arc unable to resist the desire to give it to you
in tolo, which, happily, our space enables us to do:
"The Committee on Counrils anrl Correspondence respectfully report that Proceedings
of most or the Grand Councils of the United States have been received, and show that
Cryptic Masonry is steadily on the increase, and that the most cordial relations exist between this Grand Council and its Subordinates, and other Gran cl Councils.
"JOSEPH W. HlLDRETH,
"HENRY COLBY 0
"FREDERICKS. MANNING."
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We doff our hat and make our profoundest bow to this committee. We
wonlcl we had the ability to so express multu.m in parto, but we despair of
ever being able to attain such excellence in the reportorial art.
The Proceedings contain the Constitution, which conforms to the Standard
nomenclature.
The Proceedings of this Grand Council from its organization in 1862 to
1870, inclusive, lrnve been published in one· pamphlet; 1862 to 1868, inclusive, never before published, and 186!) and 1870 reprinted to correspond in
size with the Inter Proceedings. It can be obtained of the Grand Hecorder
for twenty-five cents.
Subordinate Councils..................................... 8
Degrees Conferred. : . .................................... 37
Admitted to Membership ................................ 4i:l
Membership ......... : . ........... -.·... . . . . . . . ......... 741
Increase over lttst year.................................... 26
HARVEY L. Cummm, Manchester, G. '.M."
P. CLEAVES, Concord, G. ".R.· .

GEOHGE

.NEW JEHSEY-1878-79.
N_ew Jersey did not publish last year on account of impecuniosity, but this
year she prints for two sessions.
1878.
The twentieth Annual Assembly convened in Trenton, January 15, 2878.
ConNELIUS VnEEI,AND, G.·. M:., presided, and four Couucils were represented.
In the Address the G. '.M. ·. laments the death of Companions S. S. EDWARDS tind PETER·DOBBS. He says:
"Our relations with all the Grand Bodies of the Cryptic Rite are of the most pleasing
nature. I have derived great pleasure in reading the reports of transactions of sister
Grand Councils. While some are disheartened, while dark clouds hang over their heads,
threatening their dissolution, yet I am happy to state that, with a few exceptions, the
glorious sn11 shines on them bright and clear, its cheerful rays encouraging them and
urging them onward in all things tending to promote the good of this branch of the !Uystic Brotherhoocl. A large majority of the Grand Councils have adopted the work of the
New York Convention. Others no doubt will, before long.
. ~ rrhe past year has not been one of great prosperity in this jurisdiction, vet we have
no reason to complain. Compared with other Grand Councils, we have done well. From
my own observations, and from conversations with the officers and members of n1ost of
the Uonncils. I find the amount of work clone, and the general gtanding of the Councils
to be about the san1e as the preceding year. This certainly, Companions, considering
the times, sl~ould be a source of congratulation to us."

In some jurisdictions, and from some G:.M:.'s, we should hear a lament,
and it would be consiclerecl a reason to suggest some tinkering, or some newfangled, unmnsonic plan of surrender, amalgamation, or something of the
sort.
< - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --~--

------·-----------------~
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He gives au account of the condition 'of each Council in the State; he takes
strong ground against any surrender of the degrees; he recommends that the
Grand Treasurers should outrank the Grand Recorders, which was auopted;
also, that the decisions in force be printed, and that a seal be procured.
90111panio11 CORSON in his report acknowledged the receipt of our Proceedings for 1876, and gives an account oft.he Illinois muddle.
The total of funds was $286.50, and balance on hand $80. 76. Companion
GEORGE SCOTT, of Paterson, was elected G. ·.M. '. The statistics show:
Subordinate Councils., ................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Membership ................................ ,
.... 409
1879.

I

The twenty-first Annual Assembly convened in Trenton, January 21, 2879,
at 3, P. M,
The G '.M. -., GEOJtGE ScoTT, presided, and five Subordinates were represented. For the first time in seventeen years the plaee of the G.·.R. ·,, Companion THO]l[AS J. CORSON, was vacant. He sent a communiciition signed
by an amanuensis, in which he gives what was, alas, his last word of exhortation, which we hope the Craft will universally cherish as precious adyice
from one who was ever a bright light and a faithful, zealous Mason, and
whose w<irds we shall hear no more. He says:
11
Allow 1ne, as one who feels a deep interest in Cryptic Masonry, and particularly in
this Grand Body, to express au earnest hope that our Grand Council will not take any
action with a view of diHban<ling as a distinct organization. Let us preserve om· life and
our independence, and let us avoid the rlegredation r,f Imm hly suing at the hack door of
the Grand Chapter, and beseeching that Grand Body to take us in aml wet-nnrse us into
a sickly
vitality. Better, vastly better, an honorable death than a cowardly surrender of
life.' 1

,
}

'l'hese arc words from the grave. They are a dying exhortation. \Vrite
them high up, in. letters of gold. on the walls of your memories.
Companion ScoT'l', in his Address, after a devout and eloquent introduction, gives account of his official acts, in which w,e note with hearty approval
that he had officially visited nearly all the Subordinate Councils, and that he
had corresponded with each Council, a.sking questions as to their condition;
he speaks touchingly of the great pestilence in the South; he had issued nine
commissions for Grand Hepresentatives near other Grand Councils. We
gladly make the following extracts :
"While we have not made very large gains in point of new members during the past
year, still I am of the opinion that we are in a healthy and prosperous condition, co!lsidering the depressed state of business affairs throughout the country. If the Companions
would pay more attention to selecting their officers, and elect only those who would
promise, or that they were satisfied would give some attention to their Councils, and
do the work necessary, there would be no difficulty in their Councils meeting with success. The Companions are but human; when they discover thht their officers take no
interest in the affairs of the Council, they themselves lose what little respect they had for
the body, and finally they refrain from attending, or only drop in occasionally. The
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remedy lies with the Companions themselves to make their Councils a success. The successful Couneils of this jurisdiction are the ones who have officers who are able and
always willing to do the work required of them for the advancement of the Rite. While
some of the Grand Councils in other jurisdictions have seen flt to abandon. their Grand
Council organizations, and have transferred the control of the degrees to the Grand Chapters of their respective jurisdictions; I trust this Grand Council will ever uphold the
maintenance and control of the Cryptic Rite as a separate and distinct organization, free
from any interference of Capitular Masonry. It will be time enough to take action when
we ascertain the views of the General Grand Chapter when they meet in 1880. Let us not
take a leap in the dark. And in regard to the Chapters taking charge of th<i Council degrees, I claim the Chapters have enough degrees in their chari;\'e at the present time, and
I would seriously ask.• How many High Priests are there in this jurisdiction who are able
to confer the degrees of th~ Chapter, let alone the Council Degrees, as they should be conferred? I would state that they are very few in number. No, Companions, if the Cryptic Rite cannot maintain herself, it would be better to have the Secret Vault closecl and
the degrees transferred to the Ancient and Acceptect Scottish Rite, where they originally
came from. While the subject is left to your decision, I trust you will examine the matter very carefully before any decisive action is taken. * * • * * *
Companions, you have upheld Cryptic Masonry in the· past-no i;\'reat sacrifices are
required in the fnture. In my correspondence with other jurisdict10ns, I have always
maintained that New Jersey would never give up its control of the Cryptic Rite as an
independent organization. I trust I shall be sustained in my remarks under this head.
Before closing, I feel it my duty to impress upon you, and especially upon my successor,
the necessity of working diligently and faithfully to promote the interests of the Cryptic
Rite. Let us determine that we can and will succeed, and the victory is half won. Among
the members of this Council we have some of the most distinguished Masons to be found
anywhere, men who have labored long and faithfully, There are pages in the history of
Cryptic Masonry bright with the records of our predecessors, pages sacred to the memory
of those who have labored with us and gone to theil' just reward, and with these records
of the past spread before us, stimulatfng us to renewed exertions for the good of our
Order, and reminding us of the labors and faithfulness of our departed Companions, let
us, then, labor diligently to complete that inner temple for God's eternal praise, aud be
ready to sleep in peace, as the night cometh when no man can work.

In the report of the G. -.R. ·. be acknowledged the receipt of the Proceedings,
but ours had not come to hand, and regretted that he could· not write a report on them on account of that " horrid monster yclept impecun\osity," a
thing whicil none regret more than we. The cash nccount footed up $268. 76,
and the balance on hand was $9S.49. The consideration of the proposed new
Constitution was postponed until the next Assemhly.
We jndge that our lamented Companion CORSON was suffering from severe,
or long-continuetl, illness, so that he could not be present. In order to give
everything of interest concerning him, we quote the following preamble and
resolution :
"WHEREAS. 'fhis Grand Council has been so unfortunate as to be deprived of the pres-

ence of our [11. Gl'and Recorder for the first time in seventeen years, o.nd recognizing, in

the cause of such absence, the afflicting hand of an AU-Wise and Omnipotent Father of
us all; now, therefore, be it

"Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with our IlL Companion in his great affiiction,
and would, in our heartfelt sympathy and love, pray that he may be supported in his
trials aud sufferings by a firm reliance upon the strong arm of our Heavenly Father."

But a wise, though inscrutable Providence, had determined that our beloved Companion should lay down the sword and the trowel, for his life's
work was done. To onr great surprise and great grief we read in a newspaper that our Illustrious Companion bad departed this life in llfay last, upon
the tenth day, if our memory serves us correctly.
We have not beard any of the circumstances, and, perhaps, some of you
may be familiar with them. We hope they may be given in the next Report.
Nor are we able to give any account of his life, or his illustrious Masonic
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services. He had been a member of the Grand Council of New Jersey seventeen years at,least, arid we understand held other positions of honor in the
other Masonic Bodies of that State. He was a physician. Although we
never had the pleasure of meeting him, yet we had learned to love him, and
we are filled with a most sincere grief at his loss.· His Reports on Foreign
Correspon.dence were a most valuable feature of the Proceedings of New
Jersey. We always looked for them with eager interest, a,nd read them with
pleasme and profit. We deeply felt their absence when the impecuniosity of
the Grand Council prevented their publication, and sorrowed if they were
curtailed. As a writer he was sound, always on the right side, witty, sparkling, humorous, and instructive. His long experience, his profound knowledge of Masonry, her institutions and her laws, his fraternal kindness and
love, his pleasant words, and his earnest exhortations had made him deeply
respected, and had endeared him to ·our hearts. We shall not look upon his
likt; again. Not only has, the Masonry of New Jersey sustained an irreparable loss, but the Craft universal has sustained disaster now that he is gone.
His place cannot be filled. It makes us a_lmost wish that these veterans could
be immortal. We would we could pay him a more fitting eulogy. His influence, counsels and exhortations will not lie in the grave with him. Forgetfulness will not cover him or his deeds. The accacia will ever be green in
our hearts, and his name shall be on perpetual record among Masons. Farewell, Companion, thou hast escaped from life's weary toil, and entered into
everlasting rest. We bid thee farewell, until we, too, shall enter the house of
reunion. Pax vobiscum.
"Our brother the haven hath gained,
Out-flying the tempest and wind;
His rest he hath sooner obtained,
And left his Companions behind.
Still tossed on a sea of distress,
Hard toiling to make the blest shore,
Where all is assurance and peace,
And sorrow and sin are no more.
"There all the ship's company meet
Who sai:led with the Savior beneath;
With shouting each other they greet,
And triumph o'er trouble and death:
The voyage of life's at an end,
The mortal affliction is past;
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NOH'l'H CAROLINA-1877.
W c are glacl to be able to copy the following concerning this. Grand Council, which we take from the report of Companion DRUMMOND, of Maine:
Three Councils represented; one charter restored upon the payment of one
year's dues; a committee appointed to act with a similar committee from the
Grnucl Clrnptcr, to petition the General Grand Chapter to permit the Council
degrees tu be conferred under its siinction i1nd authority.
It will be seen that this Grand Council did not, as has been erroneously
supr.o~ecl, adopt the Mississippi plan, nor dissolve its organization. It adopted
the much more sensible plan, proposed by California, of taking measures to
secure the necessary legislation by the General Grand Chapter, before turning
over the degrees to the Chapters.
The Grand l\iaster, C. l\!I. VAN 0RBDELL, deplores the condit.ion of Cryptic
Masonry in that jurisdiction, hut declares that it is caused by their neglect
to fulfill their duties as Hoyal Arch MasonB, at any rate to a certain extent.
He believes if the proper info1·mation was given in tlrn Chapters, that almost
all Hoyal Arch Masons would take these degrees. We have no doubt of it.

OHI0-1878.
The Grand Council of Ohio appears to be the most prosperous of all the
sisterhood, in point of numbers, in finances, and in interest.
The forty-eighth Annual Assembly was held in Columbus, October 10,
2878, at 2, P. l\!I. SA•IUEL 'IV. CouH'rwRIGH1', G:.NL ·., presided, and fortyninc Councils out of fifty-eight were represented. There was one Council U.-.D.·.
The Address was brief, relating to home matters. The G. ·.T. ·., Companion PHILLIPS, owing to unfortunate reverses, had been compelled to go into
bankruptcy·, but the claim of the Grand Council, some $342.65, wonld probably be paid in full, or with trifling loss. We are surprised that np to this
time the G. ·.T.·. in this jurisdiction has never been required to give any bond.
The financial report showed total receipts of $2,333.21, and a balance of
$342.U5. An invitation to visit the Penitentiary was accepted. We judge
that all the Companions got out ngain without trouble.
It was ordered that the next Grand Assembly should be held at Akron.
The following was acloptecl:
" Whereas, There has been much talk and speculation in regard to the consolidation of
Council and Chapter Degrees, and in order to arrive at a correct knowledge of the wishes
of the Subordinate Councils in the State of Ohio, therefore
"Resolved, That the Grand Recorder be directed to forward to each Subordinate Council in this State a circular, requiring each Council to give an expression of their wishes
relative to such consolidation, and said Subordinates are hereby required to set forth in
their next annual returns the number who favor a consolidation of the Council and the
Chapter, and the nun1ber opposed to snch action."

·\
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That is the only reasonable, gensible, fair, anti Masonic way of ever making any such consolidation, instead of having the whole matter arranged by a
certain few, and passed \Vithout any reference to tlrn Councils. We feel certain that the Councils uf Ouio will return an overwhelming negative against
any such project. We have it too higll opinion of the Companions of Ohio
to think tllat they will entertain the idea. A jurisdiction as prospe.rous as this
one will do to stand alone, and witll such entllusiastic men as they have at
their head, we have no fears.
Companion Wu.LIAM M. CuNNINGIIA111, who lias been for several years
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, wrote the Report this year in his usual
excellent manner. lie had received the Prnceedings of twelve Grand Councils only, but New York for 1877 is iunong the twelve.· Our Proceedings receive a page. The He port is briefer than usual, but in conclusion he renrnrks:
H

The de1nise of any Grand Council not having a sufficient interest in Cryptic l\Iasonry

to maintain and support a distinct organization, is but a blessing in disguise. And, if
Grand and Subordinate Councils will only place in office live, working Companion~, who
will discharge their duties with fidelity to the Craft, and with credit to themselves, there

would soon be no inore wailing a.1nong the weak-kneed, but Cryptic Masonry would receive such an impetus that its.enemies would he put to shaine, a.nd its detractors forever

.silenced. The growth of Cryptic 1\Iasoury since its first introduction within the United
States by officials of the Supreme Councils of the A.·. and A.·. Scottish Rite is a matter of
especial congratulation, and if we will be but true to ourselves, true to the Rite, and place
our trust in tha Divine Providence, success will be our reward."
.
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are

The Proceedings of Pennsylv;1tia
a beautifnl pamphlet this year. On
the first page is a splcuaid po~tl·~·i't'oh;rnnd Master M. RICnAnos .MucKLE.
The thirty- third; A:.IJ:n'11°al Assehi'_bl~:;convened in Bethlehem, Wednesday,
February 19, ·287!J. '·"''.' ''
· ' ··
Eleven Councils were represented, and Companion MARK RICHARDS
MucKLA: presided. vVe have read his Address with much interest, and shall
gladly transfer large portions of it to our pages. He says:
"You are to be congratulated upon the good will, peace, and equanimity which prevails throughout our dominion, and the healthy condition of Cryptic l\Iasonry under our
charge and supervision .

. "It is true, n1ore enthusiasn1 and energy in the Order would increase our numbers considerably; and while such is not the case, attributable principally to the continued depressed condition of the business interests, not only in this country, -but over the entire
globe, we should feel nevertheless satisfied that we are continually making, at the same
time slowly, healthy and favorable accessions to our numbers.

* * * •

" I am not, however, altogether astonished at the apathy exhibited by members of

Cryptic l\.iasonry in some localities, in our

0'\'11

or sister Jurisdictions, when I look about

and behold that entire Grand Bodies permit themselves bodily with their Subordinates to
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be engulphed or swallowed by mergement (union as they term it) into Grand Chapters,
as has been instanced in the cases of the Grand Councils of Mississippi Iowa, Kentucky,
Texas and others. The old Kentucky State stands firmly opposed to this action, and regrets such a suicidal course, which is without a shadow oe right, either legally or morally so. With the same propriety might a Grand Lodge make a union with a Grand Chapter, or a Grand Chapter merge a Commandery of Knights Templar, and vice versa. If
such a course is pursued, we must sever our fraternal relationship with them, and thereby
debar the Companions, who have been placed in the unavoidable dilemma spoken of,
from the privilege of 1visiting or affiliating with the Companions of our jurisdiction. As
far back as the Annual Session of 1867, this Grand Council established the principle for
its own government, 'that the great goot1 which Cryptic Masonry is accomplishing, by
preserving the true and legitimate landmarks of Ancient Craft Masons, will forever eradicate the idea of disbanding or surrendering her power and authority to any other body
of Masons.' We should feel grateful at the success which has attended the Grand Council of Pennsylvania, fro111 its reorganization in 1854 until the }lresent time; working in
grandest harmony, and without the least discordant elernent in its com.position, free from
all indebtedness, and blessed with an amply filled treasury, more tlrnn adequate for all
necessary purposes. To this happy condition of affairs I have been an eye witness, and
an active participant upon the ttoor of the Grant.I council for tvl'enty-.one years, and, therefore, speak frmn actual observatio11.
"Our present prosperous condition has, no doubt, been in a great 1neasure Lhe happy
result of a scareness of the inordinate, ill-advise1l, and neck-breaking race of ambition for
office, which characterizes all the other branches of lVIa~onry: the Grand Council having
had but four Grand Masters to preside over its deliberations during the past twenty-four
years.',

He ulso refers to the lack of uniformity in the work, especially in Pennsylvania, and thinks the Committee on Work will be enabled to barmouize all
the differences ; he thinks that their finances are in such a prosperous condition that there might be a rebate on the dues and fees for 1879 of twen.ty
per cent ; he also alludes to the marked hospitality and attention which had
been accorded to him in a brief sojourn among the Masons of England last
summer.
The Deputy Grand Master also presented reports of the performance of
their duties. The report of the G:. T. ·. showed a most prosperous state of
finances, the best showing of any of the Grand Councils. The total was
$2,667. 74, and the balance on hand footed up $2,204.59.
Companion GETER C. SHIDLE was appropriately received and acknowledged as the Grand Representative of the Grand Council of New York near
the Grand Council of Pennsylvania.
The Committee on Work made a report, desiring further time to complete
their labors; and the subject of collar; apron and jewel to be worn by the
District Deputy Grand Masters was referred to this committee. The Grand
Council heartily endorsed the remarks of the Grand Master with reference to
the consolidation plan.
The same Grand Officers were re-elected, a proceeding which is worthy of
'an praise, for, when an officer shows himself efficient and earnest, he ought
to be retained as long as possible. The most prosperous Councils are those
where the same G:.M:. from year to year pursues a policy of visitation, correspondence, encouragement and earnest endeavor.
The yearly change of Masters, in order to give the honor to every aspirant, worthy or not, qualified or not, is unfortunate, and too often works
dis&ster.

.
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An amendment was offered fixing the fee for the Royal Master at not less
than $3.00, for the Super-Excellent not less than $2.00, aud for the Select
Master not less than $5.00. The next Assembly is to meet at Phamixville.
The Appendix is introduced with a portrait of P. ·.G. ·.M:. G. C. SmDLE,
engraved by SAHTAIN.
The Report on Foreign Correspondence is much fuller (twenty-nine pages\
than ordinary in Pennsylvania, and hence much better, and is from the pen
of Companion CrrAUf,J<Js E. MEYER, G. ·.R. ·. It reviews nineteen Grand Councils, including ·New York for 1878. It says in the introduction :
1
~ At this time, however, the uupreeedented demoralization of the Grand Council of Mississippi has been blindly followed by nine other Grand Councils, and while this action is
being severely criticised by a large majority of the Grand Councils who believe that Cryptic Masonry is worth preserving, it has but few advocates except an1ong themselves.

W\Vhat we may have to say on tho subject 1 we intend to speak as plainly and unmis-

takably as possible, denying any intention of wounding the feelings of any of the Illus-

trious Companions who 1nay not think as we think.
"It has been claimed that Cryptic Masonry derived its life from Chapters of Royal

Arch l\Iasons, and, therefore, they have the right to take again what they gave.
'~ lt can be proven beyond a doubt tha.t the Council Degrees never did belong to, or
w·ere in any way lawfully connected with, Capitular l\lasonry.

In one or t\vo instances

only a Chapter may have appropriated them. but never with any shadow of right.

The Council Degrees (that is, the Royal and Select Master's .Degrees,) were conferred
as early as February, 178:3, in Charleston, South Carolina, under the authority of the
d

Sublime Grand Lodge of Perfection (Scottish Ritej meeting there; and the Scottish Rite

has given life rlirectly 01· indirectly to ever.v Grand Conneil iu this country.
Thus in
AlabanlB, Arkansas, California, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, l\Iississippi, Missouri, New York, North Carolina. Ohio, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, and Tennessee, all c01nmencod work under the authority derived aln1ost direct

from the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite.
.
.
"The merging or surrendering of the degrees of the Council to the Chapter is not a
new question. It was discussed ably and with much warmth in 1850, when the matter
was further advanced than it is or can be to-day."

He then gives the action of the General Grand Chapter both in 1850 and
1853, when that body definitely decided that it had nothing to do with the
Council Degrees. In view of that action then, we do not see how that body
can say anything different in 1880.
Again we quote:
"Anyone who has received the Council Degrees must know full well that he is not permitted by his O. ·. to be present at the conferring of the degrees of the Council, except
within a regularly warranted and legally constituted Council. Chapters of Royal Arch
Masons cannot lawfully issue warrants to confer the Royal and Select Masters' Degrees;
therefore, everything done under such illegal warrant is c1andestine, and Masons so made
cannot be recognized in any other manner or form than as clandestines. Grand Councils
cannot transfer their rights to an inferior body of Masons, and allow them to confer their
degrees. They can cli8 and cease to exist, but they cannot give authority over that which
is not exclusively their own, but as common property belongs to all Grand Councils.
' "From the very learned ·report by Ills. Comp. ALBERT P1Kg to the Grand Chapter of
Arkansas, in 1853, we quote the following :
"H the General Grand or Grand Chapte1 s must have these. degrees, it will be far better
and n1ore straightforward to do so as an act justified by necessity, and not on any pretense of title. For it, seems to your committee that, as has been said by very high
authority, •the proposition to give the jmisdiction of Councils of Royal and Select Masters to Grand qhapter8 embraces one of the greatest 11.lasonic absurdities which could, by
any possibility, be presented to the nii1id.'
"It was well stated b,Y the Grand High Priest of Michigan, in his address to the Grand
Chapter· of that State, m January last, that the Degrees of Royal and Select Ma8ter could
not properly be conferred on anyone, until he had received the Royal A.rch; and that no
Grand Uhapter pretends to know what is transacted in any assemblage of Masons above·
the Royal Arch. How, then. could they assume jurisdiction over that which they do not
possess? And he pertinently says: •Let us for one moment suppose a case (which is
1
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not very improbable,) that this Grand Chapter elect a Grand and Deputy Grand High
Priest, neither of whmn is possessed of the Council Degrees. During their ad1ninistration
application is made to one or the other for a dispensation or charter (as the case may be)
to form a Council within our jurisdiction. '\Vho is going to insta.11 the officers of. the new
Council, as is required by the Constitution ~ The officers of the Grand Chapter ? Clearly
not. Although they have given them life, they cannot penetrate their Council chamber
to set thern in motion, or give them instruction. Again, suppose one of their members
should, for some mis<lemeanor peculiarly applicable to those degrees, be tried and ex. pelled. He appeals to this Grand Chapter, it being the ouly Superior tribunal. How are
we to know whether he has violated any of his engagements in the Council or not? and
how can 't1;e judge between the accusers and the accusetl, not knowing anything about the
degrees ? S. & W. Mas. l\Iisc., vol 4, p. 18~.'
"And suppose this Grand Chapter declares that it authori,es the Subordinate Chapters
to confer the Council Degrees. It must direct whether they shall be conferred before or
after the Royal Arch. If b~fo1·e, as it seems to be the notion of some Chapters that they
should, will the Grand Chapter declare that they shall be a necessary pi·erequisite to the
degree of Royal Arch? If so, he1·e is a dear innovation; for it never has been helfl, anywhere, that they n1ust 'Hecessa.n"l!J be so taken. Besides, this would at once impose on
every member of the Granrl Chapter the necessity of obtaining the degrees. that he might
he competent to decide questionR arising in regard to them. Suppose a particular Companion, 1nen1ber of the Grand Chapter, when this new law is enacted, even the Grand
Master hinrnelf, decline::; to obtain them. How will you cornpel him to do so~ and how
\Vi11 you rnanage if he does not do so : On the other hand, if they are not n1ade prerequisites, though it he taken before. if at itll, and if it is left optional with each person
to take the1n or not, before receiving t.lte Royal Arch, they become mere honorary side
degrees, like the Mediterranean Pass.
"If the Grand Chapter enacts that they shall be taken after the Royal Arch, then they
are higher degrees, and you disqualify every Cmupanion who does not take them, to sit
in a Grand or Subordinate Chapter.
"The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of Illinois, at its
Convoc1ttion in September, 1852, very forcibly said: 'Certain it is that the State Grand
Councils. and the Councils holding under them, and the o:Jcl, never will acknowledge,
either dit·ectly or indirectly, the authority of the General or the State Grand Chapters
over these beautiful and indispensable degrees, With just as much reason can the Fellow
Craft capture the llfark, and make it part of itself-can the Master's Degree capture the
l\Iark, Royal Arch. Royal and Select Master's, one and all, make them, with itself, one
hHge, but splendid degree. as for the Royal Arch to reduce the Council Degrees to its jurisdiction. The Degrees of Master and Royal Arch, as well as the Degrees of ]\faster and
Select, have n1uch n1ore intimate connection \'\'ith, and reference to. each other, than the
Degrees of Royal Arch and Select. .Losing, finding, place and why. are different ideas;
and yet inay all, and generally do, have a 1110st intilnate connection with each other.
Nothing is more to be deprecated in Masonl'y than conflict of jurisdictions. 'fhere ought
to be one common level.,
11
In the conclusion of that com1nittee, however, that the State Grand Councils are the
source of authority, this con11nittee does not concur. rr11ey are creations of the Subordinate Councils, invested with a deleuated power. It is true that they act independently
of the Supreme Councils, precisely as the State Grand Lodges become independent of the
Grand Lodge from which their subordinates originally procured their charters.
"But it remains not the less true that the degrees came frmn the Scotch Rite, of which
the Snpre1ne Councils are,.each within its jurisdiction! the undisputed head.
"'!'he Grand Chaptel' of Kentucky holds that the General Grand Chapter has no power
to decide whether the Royal and Select l\Iasters' Degrees are constitutional or otherwise;
as they come properly after, and.are above, the Royal Arch, and properly belong to separately organized Oouncils.
"The Grand Chapter of Missouri considers that the Grand Chapters can have no actual
:practical jurisdiction over Councils of Hoyal and Select Masters, and has withdrawn the
Jurisdiction from its own Subordinates. The Grand Chapter of Illinois has done the same.
" The Grand Chapter of Mississippi, in .January, 1852, passed a resolution advising all
Royal Arch lVIasons within its jurisdiction not to receive the Council Degrees, except fron1
a legally constituted Council.
"Time has created these distinct organi,ations. The York Rite has seen Chapter Masonry secede from it, organize, and Ret up for itself. The Supreme Councils have seen
the Royal and Select l\Iaste.rs establish Granrl Councils, and decline allegiance to the
power whence they derived their existence. l\1any years since, the same process was
going on. Masonry divided itself into different Rites and jurisdictions, each with its own
train of degrees. as people organize the1nselves into political c01nmunities. Tin1e has
confirn1e<l each in its respective possessions. and prescription has ripened possession into
title. It has become l\1asonic law-if there is any such thing as l\1asonic law-that it is
clandestine and un-Masonic to invade another jurisdiction, or inter1nerldle with degrees
to which such other jurisdiction has either original title or long-continued possession.
No one encroaches on Royal Arch Masonry. The borders of her jurisdiction are at peace.
She has to build no forts and man no walls to keep off any invader. Why, then, should
she put forth her hand to take that which is not hers. Thou shalt not covet anything
that is thy neighbors. Cursed is he that removeth his neighhor's landmark.
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" Whatever may be the action of one or all of the Grand Chapters. or of the General
Grand Chapter itself, all regular C.ouncil Masons, and we among the number, will ever
regard those who receive the Degrees of Royal and Select l\Iaster in a Chapter as clandestine, until they are healed. We shall never be present when those degrees are conferred in a Chapter; and, in all respects, all Council Masons will, under all circumstances
and at all hazards, preserve their allegiance to the Grand or Supreme Council, to which
it of right belongs.
One thing, of course, is clear: that a Council would no more recognize a Roya.I and
Select Master, made in a Chapter, than a Chapter would recognize a Royal Arch Mason
made in a Council on a Consistory of the Scotch Rite."
11

)

We are greatly indebted to Companion MEYER for this most valuablG quotation from Companion PrKF<:,° showing what were the opinions of one of the
most learned of Masons at that time. We hope you will all read it carefully,
for it is well worthy of most careful perusal, and we have quoted it in full
in order to bring it in your reach. It is striking to read the resolutions of the
Grand Chapters of Mississippi, Missouri, Illinois, and to remember that the
above report of Companion PIKE was address to that of Arkansas, and then
to find that twenty-five y0ars later these same Grnnd Chapters have permitted
themselves to do the very thing whicl~ their own records condemn. It would
have been well if these moderns had paused to read the past Proceedings in
~heir archives, and had followed the opinions of these stalwart men, whose
like we do not see in these days, when every Mason of six months standing
thinks himself fully qualified to change, alter, innovate, and tinker, and deems
himself the quintessence of al] wisdom.
Although we have already extracted from Companion MEYER'S report at
great length, yet, on account of the importance of the issues now pending,
we shall make one more :
''It may now be well to examine a few of the many questions which will arise under
this new departure,
"Can a Grand Body of a so-called higher degree surrender all its rights and privileges
to a body of an inferior degree?
."Taking Cryptic Masonry as we find it now arranged, and not looking at the historical
position in the Rite, all will agree that no Superior Grand Body can surrender one jot or
title to a Subordinate Body. In case the Grand Chapters should accept of this surrender, can they compel their members to take the degrees? Most undoubtedly not. There
are at present some 135,000 Royal Arch Masons in the United States, of which number
not more than 30,000 have any knowledge of the Council Degrees. There are, therefore,
over 100,000 Royal Arch lVIasons who will be required to take these degrees 'nolens
volens,' if this new idea is carried out, and they will also be permitted to vote upon a
subject of which they are as ignorant as a little child.
"'Ve are satisfied that Cryptic Masonry is not declining, as some would have us believe.
A careful study of the proceedings reviewed will reveal the fact that Cryptic Masonry
has not decreased in as large a ratio as Blue or Capitular Masonry. More interest is
being manifested by the friends of the cause. In nearly every case the returns are regularly made, and the dues and fees honestly paid There is as bright a future before it as
for the Craft, or Car,itular or Chivalric llfasonry, and that without the intercession of any
other organization. '

We have no apology to make to you, Companions, for making our ex.tracts
from this valll'tble report at such length. We would be glad to put in more,
but we must stop somewhere. The review of New York for 1878 is courteous
and fraternal, and occupies four pages. We were much amuRed to fin.d at
the close of the ·report a memorial page set apart to the memory of the defunct Grand Councils. ...In all affection," it says, "the Grand Council of

,·
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Royal, Super-Excellent and Select Masters of Pennsylvania, inscribe this
Tablet to the Memory of (here follow the names and ages) her Sisters, who
while laboring under an _hallucination of the mind, fell victims to the ' suicidal epidemic,' are now resignedly sleeping in the 'bosom' of those who
never knew or cared for them."
We have no fears for Pennsylvania. She is sound on this greatest of all
issues that Cryptic Masonry has ever known. She has done a fair amount of
work, too, for her statistics show as follows :
Subordinate Councils ................................. _. 25
Received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
Admitted .................................. ; . . . . . . . . . . . .
3
Died.................................................... 17
Withdrawn............................................. 15
Suspensions ............................................. 101
Membership ............................................ 1956
MARK RICHARDS MUCKLE, Philadelphia, G. ·.M. ·.
CHARLES E. MEYEH, Masonic Temple, Broad street, Philadelphia, G:.R ·.
SOUTH CAROLINA-1877-78.
South Carolina sends us a pamphlet containing the P,roceedings for two
years.
In 1877 the Annual Assembly was held in the City of Charleston, February
14, at 5, P. M.
Companion W1LMO'l' G. DE SAussunE, G:.M.·., presided, and nine Councils
were represented.
The Address speaks of the depressing effect which the state of business,
and the feeling of unrest, uneasiness and anxiety have had upon all the interests of the community, and consequently upon the prosperity of the S. ·.
V. ·.; the Councils, though not making much progress, yet had not lost; there
had been peace and brotherly charity; he had appointed two Grand Representatives, and four Grand Councils had sent commissions to Companions in
South Carolina; with reference to the prerequisite question, he thinks it best
for Cryptic Masonry to depend upon itself. We copy the following in full
as being of historical interest:
"In the Proceedings of the Grand Council of New York, Comp. R. H. Tao><AS presented
a copy of the early Proceedings of the Grand Council of New York, and in his remarks
stated that the first existence of the Royal and Select Degrees was in New York. If by
these it was intended to allude to the Lodge of Perfection. which is believed to have been
established at Albany in 1764, the initiates of the A.·. and S. ·.Rite can readily understand
it. These degrees were first given in Charleston in 1783, and under the auspices of that
Rite. · There are in my possession old manuals of the date of 1803, in which the work is
given, and such came into my possession as an initiate of such Rite. The question is one
of historical interest. and is mentioned here as such; in the Proceedings of this Grand
Council, for 1860, will be found an interesting account of these degrees in South Carolina."
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The report of the G. ·. T. ·. showed a total of cash amounting to $218. 63,
and a balance on hand of $15!.J.13.
Companion Dm SAUESURJ<J was re-elected Grand Master.
The Proceedings are followed by an Appendix to the Grand Master's Address, which reviews the transaction of several Grand Councils, New York
for 1876 being one. It is merely an account, without note or comment, and
contains nothing we think which would interest you.
1878.
For 1878, thfl Grand Assembly met as usual in Charleston, February 13,
2878.
Companion DE SAusslTRE presided, and Representatives from five Councils
were present. The G. ·.:M. ·. reports no increase in the number of Councils,
and that the existing ones are merely able to support themselves; that the
Grand Chapter of South Carolina had appointed a committee to confer about
consolidation, if the Grand Council should see proper to invite a conference;
there had been no questions of law, and no grievances; he Jrnd received the
transactions of twenty Grand. Councils and the Address of our G. ·.M. ·.
OsaooDBY for 1877; he had been unable· to prepare any abstract of these
various proceedings on account of a protracted absence on professional
business.
The finances showed cash on hand amounting to $126.13.
There was no business of any im,portance transacted, except the appointment of a committee of three to confer with the committee appointed by the
Grand Chapter on the subject of a surrender of the Council Degrees to the
Grand (;hapter.
We presume, therefore, that the next Grand Assembly will see the dissolu.tion of the Grand Council of South Carolina. "The matter was evidently all
arranged before hand by the prominent Council .i\fasons~ This is evident
from the fact that the Grand Chapter took the initiative in the matter, which
could not have been done if that body had not had good reason to expect such
action on the part of the Grand Council. We have already made several extracts, especially in our review of Michigan, giving very forcible, but proper,
opinions concerning the action of Grand Officers and influential Council Masons in thus betraying their trusts, and deliberately plotting the extinction of
the Councils entrusted to their care. In those opinions we .heartily concur.
We see no reason why they should not apply to this action of the Companions of South Carolina. There is not a word about waitingJor the permission of the General Grand Clmpter ; nor were the Subordinates consulted,
asking their opinions and desires. We have no expectation but that this ille. gal surrender will be consummated. It is in vain, we fear, to indulge any

hope of better counsels and a rejection of the proposition. There is not a
line of statistics, but in 1875 we found fourteen Subordinate Councils and
. two hundred and seventy-five members. In 1877 nine Councils were represented, and in 1878 five. We think that, making all allowances, there must
be now a 1nembersl.Jip of two hundred. We feel justified in saying that. ti.Jere
is no excuse for any such surrender, and we believe an earnest, enthusiastic
G:.M." could save this Grand Council, and make it as prosperous as any
branch of the Order.·
W. H. D. GAILLARD, Pendleton, G. '.M. ·.
ZnIMERMAN DAVIS, Charleston, G. ·.R. ·.
TENNESSEE-1878.
Tl.Je twenty-ninth Annual Assembly was held in Nashville, November 14,
2878.
The G. ".M. ·., BRADFORD NICHOL, presided, and twenty Councils out of
forty-four were represented. Eight Past Grand Masters, four Past Deputy
Grand Masters, four Past Grand P:.C." of W. ·.,and five Past T. ".!.·.Masters
were pi·esent.
Companion Nrc1wL writes:
"As craftsmen, working His will, oftimes forgetful of His manifold kindnesses, neglectful of our plainest duties (i.e. His Holy precepts): yea! perchance with selfish eye seeking after the low gods of this world, let us at this, our Annual Assembly. call in every
thought of self and world, and with earnest regret for the many varied short-comings
past, repleclge our hearts and lives to Hirn; offer up our devotions, our grateful acknowledgments for His watchful care over us; our highest aspirations of praise for continued
grace; our hmnblest plea for future good. · Oompanions, let us be impressed with this
truth·• Blessings great or small,
Have the name, Jehovah,
Inscribed upon them all."
h A long and dis1nal gloom has overspread our jurisdiction.
Financial, mental, and
physical distress have invaded every household; family and social ties have been suddenly sundered. It were utter sacrilege to deny the hand of our God in all these, our
trials and sufferings. His anger, as a devouring fiarne, has poured out upon us-who to
stay His arm ? With trembling we fled His wrath. Still His eye pursued. His purpose
sped and overtook, until penitent and humiliated we acknowledged our incompetency in
contending against Jehovah Jirah.
·
"Now would He comfort His children. The chastAning rot! and dreaded scourge have
been high uplifted, and as far removed; the darkened brow of offended majesty gives
place to the benigant smile of the ' Tender Father.' Our lips quote the old psalmist in
his resigned love and trustfulness as he sings-· The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken
away, blessed be His holy name.'
.
"Your Most Illustrious Grand Master would not unnecessarily reopen the wounds inflicted upon your drooping spirits in the sad dispensations of God, during the period since
our last Assembly; yet. as your official head, he must needs :present the ·profits and
losses:' •the.ills and good.' and somewhat summarize everythmg of import to Cryptic
Masonry.
·
"Several distinguished and honorell Companions have received admission to the higher
and holier Companionship in the brighter Grand Council above. Their labors here concluded, they now enjoy the unbounded and indescribable felicity of sitting in Council
with all who have faithfully wrought the Master's will on earth. Ere this, the scales of
doubt and darkness, which enfettered them in their homely habiliments here, have fallen
from their Heaven-lit eyes. The mysterious, impenetrable designs of the Grand Master
of the universe appear most bright and glorious. Now all is unalloyed bliss; an eternal
Sabbath of unutterable happiness. Naught to marthe fullest enjoymentof the presence
of Him who loved them and saved them from their sins."
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He pays fitting eulogies to Companiou JOHN F. SLOvE1i, Grand Captain of
the Guard, who "expressed a firm hope and reliance upon his Savior for
·eternal salvation, and peacefully departed in joy to meet his Lord;" to Companion A. J. WHEELER, Past Grand Principal Conductor of the Work o.f the
Grand Council of Georgia, and Heprescntative of that body near the Grand
Council of Tennessee; and to Companion ED. WoRSHAM, Past G~and Pr.incipal Conductor of the Work of the Grand Council of Arkansas, and Hepresentative of that Grand Body near the Grand Council of Tennessee, who
most nobly and· heroically died at his post, a martyr to the yellow fever at
Memphis. To him be all honor.
He had issued a dispensation to form one new Council; he had received
and sent several commissions for Grand Hepresentatives; he had issued a
circular to all the Councils, to which he received over fifty responses, promising renewed effort; he had app9intcd as Grand Lecturer, Companion PITKIN C. WRIGHT.
Companion WRIGHT'S .rep0rt is eml>odied in the Address, in which he re.ports having visited nearly all the Councils; in some instances he had persuaded the faint-hearted to continue; the proposition had been received with
universal favor to hold the Assemblies on the Rame night with the Convocations of the Chapters.
He says:
"From all I have seen I am constrained to believe that with the return of business
prosperity and activity to the State, the Councils will more than any other of the members of our great Masonic family feel its effects, and then our fallen arches will be restored, our broken altars set up again and adorned, and Cryptic Masonry take the place
it ought to hold among us. Thus these most beautiful and instructive of all the degrees
of Masonry will again receive that attention every thinking, studying brother knows they
are entitled to, and which our present Grand Officers have wrought so perseveringly to
procure for them."

The Report of the Committee on Accounts showed the sum of $604.40, and
a balance on hand of $119.00. Permission was granted to two Councils to
change their places of assembly. The appointment of a Grand Lecturer was
recommended to be continued. The subject of a petition to the next Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment was deferred. It was resolved that
hereafter no mileage be paid to Hepresentatives. On motion of the G:.H:.
his salary was reduced to $150.00.
There was no Heport on Foreign Correspondence, and no committee was
appointed for next year. And, best of all, not a word was said about surrendering to the Chapter. But under the impetus of enthusiastic officers,
and especially owing to the appointment of a Grand Lecturer, there seems to
be every prospect of renewed prosperity. We believe in every case it is possible for earnest and enthusiastic officers to preserve every Council, and
revive its prosperity.
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Memorial pages appear in honor of the departeJ.
Grand Council is printed in the Appendix.

'l'he Constitution of the

Subordinate Councils . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Degrees Conferred............. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Died.................................... . . . . . . . . . . . . .
19
Membership ............................................ 1,230
BENJAMIN R. HARRIS, Jackson, G.'.M.'.
JoHN FRIZZELL, Nashville, G:.R.".

VERMONT-1878.
The Proceedings of Vermont for 1878 make a very handsome pamphlet,
and came from the Free Press Book Print, of Burlington.
From them we find that the twenty-fifth Annual Assembly was held in the
(Jity of Burlington, June 11, 2878, and was opened in ample form by Companion Ar,nmlT C. HunuELL, G:.M:., together with the Representatives of
fourteen Councils.
We .take the following beautiful extract from the Address:
"We have reached another milestone in our journey. Let us pause for the moment,
as we look back over the way we have passed. Travelers, who describe pedestrian tours in
Oriental countries, tell us how frequently they meet with the crosses erected by the wayside. Some.mark lonely graves. others are shrines, where the dP.vout reverently kneel and
count their beads, or murmur. inarticulate prayer to their patron saint. Thus the years
which make up many of our lives are marked by crosses. Some gleam by graves where
for a time heart and life seem buried; others mark a lonely Gethsemane, unseen by those
who pass, where the soul has passed through a conflict with only One to watch, but He
has given the victory. Let us not be forgetful that the inexorable Angel of Death has
penetrated to the Ninth Arch, passing silently by the sleeping guards, and removea from
our number the zealous friends, the tried and true of our select Order."

He reports harmony; had granted two dispensations to form new Councils;
he quotes from the various Grand Masters concerning the great questions of'
Cryptic Masonry, a.nd proclaims himself as uncompromisingly opposed to all
dissolution or surrender of our degrees.
We take the following from the report of the Committee on Address, Past
Grand Master DANA, Chairman :
"We disapprove heartily of the action of those Grand Councils who have ignobly lowered the banners of our Rite, and taken refuge under the wings of the Grand Chapters.
"Like the ostrich, who shelters himself by hiding his beak in the sand, we fear the
course will be neither profitable nor judicious, when weighed by the verdict of posterity.
"We fear the eflort to induce the Grand Encampment to make our Rite a prerequisite
to Knighthood will hardly be successful in the near future; but whether successful or
not, we of the Councils have only to be true, faithful, and diligent, earnest in season, and
out of season, and the future of the Cryptic Rite may be assured."

The finances show a total of $188.60, and a balance of $145.60. Charters
were granted to three new Councils. The uniform nomenclature was incorporated in the Camstitution and By-Laws. and they were ordered to be printed
in the Proceedings.

\
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The Report on Foreign Correspondence VfRS written by Companion W. H.
S. WHITCOMB, G:.R.". He reviews the Proceedings of New York for 1817,
and those of thirteen other Grand Councils. His report is well written, and
extracts the substance of the transactions of each jurisdiction, so that the
Companions of Vermont are folly informed of the condition of the Rite.
He gives us a kind and complimentary notice. In his conclusion we like the
followi11g:
"We cannot well close this Report without the repetition of our hobby: work, woaK,
WORK! Our wisest counselors urge it. Our oldest Companions tell us it is the 'secret
of success.' We have tried it faithfully the year past and proved it. Dear Companions
of the Guild, let us take up that theme, and with such measure of ability as we are masters of, urge the simple and homely remedy of action. Ask the discouraged to try it.
Ask the gmmbler to keep still long enough for the rest to try it. Ask (above all) every
fainting heart to see what the workers are doing."

Subordinate Councils ..................................... 17
·Advanced ............................................... 34
Membership.............................................. 705
ALBER'!' C. HUBBELL, Bennington, G.-.M.·.
Wu.LIAM H. S. WHITCOMB, Burlington, G:.R."

I

1879.

At almost the last hour the Proceedings of .this Grand Council for 1879
came to hand. We have time for only a few lines of 1:eview. We like their
outward appearance better even that of last year.
They inform us that this Grand Council was opened in ample form, on the
occasion of its twenty-sixth Annual Assembly, in Burlington, June 10, 2879,
at 6, P. M. Present, A.L1rnu·r 0. HmmELL, G.'.M.'., presiding, all the Grand
Officers, and Representatives from eighteen Councils, one being U. ·.D. ·.
The Address of Companion HuBBJJJLL is a beautiful and interesting production. He mourns the death of Companion LEWIS E~tl\IONS, M. D., Past
Grand Conductor of the Grand Council, and Past Deputy Grand Commander
of Vermont. We must make room for the following:
·
"I should be recreant to my tmst and most certainly to my own feelings were I to fail
of calling the earnest attention of this Grand Body to the question of all-absorbing interest to Cryptic Masons at the present time, viz: ".rhe Mississippi Plan,' and how shall
Royal and Select Masons made under that arrangement be received by Companions of
the Crypt.

Five states,-1\1ississippi, Iowa, \Visconsin, Illinois, and Kentucky-have dis-

banded their Grand Councils and turned the Degrees over to the Chapter; and six othersArkansas, Ualifornia. North Carolina, South Carolina, Missouri and Nebraska-have taken
the preliminary steps to do the same thin!;. But in most if not all the last-named states
they propose before the final consummation of their un-Masonic consolidation schemes
to wait and see what action the General Grand Chapter will take in the premises. They
admit that under the present Constitution of the General Grand Chapter it cannot be
done, or if done such action would be .in violation of the provisions of that Constitution.
Many of the adherents of the 'New Departure,' however, flatter themselves that the
General Grand Chapter will make the nece~sai'y amendments to its Constitution to allow
it to be done. In this we think they will be disappointed. I do not believe the General
Grand Chapter will for a moment tolerate their medley of work, but will stop further innovations and unwarrantable assumptions of jurisdictions and will restore the landmarks
set up by our fathers, but which have been disregarded a?d set at naught by these Com-
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panions. And I venture the assertion that if the Most Illustrious Companions of these defunct Grand Councils had given as much time and thought to their Subordinate Councils as
they gave to this 'consolidation' plan, they would to-day be in a happy and flourishing
condition. I recommend that the Representatives of these defunct Grand Councils be
excused from further attendance upon this Grand Council as such. I also recommend
the adoption of a resolution denying to all persons who receive the I!,oyal and Select Mas·
ters' Degrees by con1munication on the MissisRippi Plan,' or in any other n1anner than in
a regularly constituted Council of Royal and Select l\la,ters duly chartered by a Grand
Council of R. '. and S." Masters, any recognition as Cryptic Masons, and that the doors of
our Secret Vaults in Vermont be closed against them.
"We perhaps can never expect to b0 as large as the Chapter or Lodge, nor shall we
ever rival them, but we are doing about as well and we have uo cause to be discouraged,
1

having made a net gain in membership of seventy-nine last year. I trust we have nearly
passed through this period of depression, and a reaction will soon set in. At all events

our future must depend upon ourselves. Lt is useless to pass resolutions or present memorials, but let us put our own shoulders to the wheel, and develope ourselves. If we do
this, there need be no fear as to the result We now number over 30,000 Cryptic Masons,
therefore let us stop begging and support ourselves. This Grand Council has managed
to exist for twenty-six years since the reorganization, and I have confidence to believe
she can live a few years longer; therefore, 1ny Companions, shall we fora moment tolerate the thought of entering into this imholy alliance ? Shall we be among the faithless
ones to cry unto the Chapter to• save us or we perish?' No, most emphatically, no. Now.
I earnestly entreat of this Grand Body to give forth no uncertain sound to-day upon these
important and vital questions. Let your clarion tones reverberate not only through the
Arches of our beloved jurisdiction, but throughout the length and breadth of this fair
land, that Vermont is not recreant to her tmst, but the legacy bequeathed to us and made
sacred and holy by the prayers and benedictions of our Fathers shall be guarded as the
apple of our eye, and by us transmitted to our posterity without the taint of treason and
without spot or wrinkle."
.

These are no uncertain words, and their exhortation should be repeated in
every jurisdiction.
The cash account showed a total of $370.55, and a balance of $13.05.
The following was adopted :
"Resolved, That as the Grand Council of Vermont has heretofore stood firm in its position as a separate and distinct organization from the Grand Chapter, and has sustained
itself with an honorable record, we think the action of the aforesaid Grand Councils
premature and unjustified by precedent or necessity, and we· hereby refuse to recognize as genuine any person who obtains his degrees in any but a regular Council duly
chartered.''

The Report on Foreign Correspondence was written by the G. -.R. .. , W. H.
Our Proceedings for
1878 are kindly reviewed.
S. WnrrcoMB, and notices eighteen Grand Councils.

Subordinate Councils ..................................... 18
Advanced ............................................... 76
Membership ........................................ .' ... 783
ALBERT C. HUBBELL, Bennington, G. -.M. '.
WM. H. S. WmTCOlllB, Burlington, G.-.R.-.

CONCLUSION.
Thus, Companions, bas your committee once more made the round of the
Cryptic Rite. We have endeavored· to narrate to you all that we have found
of interest. We have no excuses to make .as to the length of our Report, and
as we have already said, for these absorbing and important questions are not
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to be passed over lightly. There have been many changes since first we were
appointed to perform this duty. Death, the never weary, has been busy
among tlrnse whose acquaintance we first made years ago. Many noble ones.
of the select and the true have finished their day, leaving places not soon to
be filled. At times we have found a prosperity. almost universal, and the:i:1
again we have met a feverish despondency which has .rashly gone out to commit self-destrnction. The questions of importance have been numerous and
various. The Conventions, uniform work and nomenclature, a General Grand
Council, the prerequisite question, and the Mississippi plan, have all come
up, have been discussed, and some accomplished to the great good nf the
Rite, some laid to rest. and some are still pending.
There have been a great many discouraging things which have met our
·gaze in the past, whi~h beto.kened no good to the Secret Vault. But, this
year, from a careful review and consideration of all the Proceedings which
have come to our hands, we are disposed to take ·a more cheerful view of tlie
future. We have, indeed, endeavored to utter encouraging words, and we have
never despaired about the ultimate result, but this year we find a better state
of feeling and a more hopeful condition of mind among the influential Companions of the Craft. We come to tlie deliberate and sincere conclusion that
Cryptic Masonry is doing just as well as any reasonable person could expect,
considering the hard times througll which tile country has passed, which have
of course affected everything in it. Our Hite is doing just as well in proportion· as any other branch of the Fraternity, and doing well enough. There is.
no reason why anyone should doubt, or despair, or 'vish to surrender. We
. are never destined to be a colossus, nor is there any use, propriety, or advantage in a frog's trying to swell to the size of an ox.
But our belief is not based on figures merely, or the number of new members or new Councils. One symptom which has especially pleased us, is the
tone of the various reports on Correspondence and more especially the Addresses of the Grand Masters. There has been a general improvement in the
tone of these Addresses. We find better words. There is not so much talk
about apathy, which iu the past has formed tb.e burden of so many lubrications from the East. There is hardly a word of lamentation over "our beautiful degrees." There are no prophesies of everlasting death and unutterable
woe. The Gral).d Masters do not flourish their handkerchiefs over lacrymose
eyes, or blow sonorous blasts. There has not been any suggestion of pet
theories, or suggestions of change and unlimited tinkering. We would we
had some power to stamp out forever the brood of tinkers.
The Grand Officers appear to have been men of earnestness and enthusiasm.
They have done something, written letters, made visitations, asked questions,
and ascertained the condition of the jurisdictions under their charge. They
have encouraged, they have traveled, they have worked, they have shown
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themselves men worthy to bear the honor bestowed upon them.
And all
this has had its effect.
Another thing we like is, that so many such men have been continued in oilice.
It is a b:id, and oftentimes ruinous, policy to change heads every year. When
you get a good mim, keep him. It is, indeed, an honorable thing to sit in the
East, bnt it should never be conferred upon a man who seeks it or works for it.
Let the office seek tbe man, and not the man the office. An efficient Grand
Master should be retained as long as he can be induced to carry its burdens.
Again, the Grand Councils seem to begin to be realizing that numbers and
many candidates are not necessarily prosperity, but often the reverse.
If these things continue, there is as bright a future before Cryptic Masonry
in its sphere as there is for Craft, Capitular or Chivalric Masonry.
The greitt question of the day is the Mississippi plan 1 to which so many of
our preceding pages have been devoted. We have mnch anxiety over it. The
following is the list of the defunct Grand Councils, which have gone down
unrler the influenae of that in every way pernicious heresy : Arkansas,
California (we are not positive about Ott!ifornia), Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky,
Mississippi, and Wisconsin. North Carolina, South Uarolina, Missouri and
Nebraska, have taken preliminary steps to do the same thing, and will do it,.
if the General Grand Chapter can be persuaded to allow it.
We do not anticipate that any other Grand Councils will follow their example. The great majority of the others have refused, or taken very decided
action against it, and a number have closed their doors against all Companions
made under that plan.
In every Council which has surrendered it appears to us to have heen abso- ·
Iutely unnecessary and without cause. In every case it has been done under
the influence of a scare, or apathetic despondency, or to gratify the pet theory
of some influential Companions. We will not repeat the m;my and strong
arguments against it which are to be found in the preceding pages or in onr
former reports.
We congratulate OJirsel ves that the tide lias turned, as we hope, and we trust
thnt a few years will see the Grand Uouneils reorganized in these states, when
the Companions have found out hy experience how worthless a plan they
have adopted.
But, doubtless, there will be a very strong effort made at the next Convocation @f the General Grand Chapter to induce that Body to amend its Constitution so as to allow the St.ate Grand Chapters to have jurisdiction over
the Cryptic Degrees. How the Geneml Grand Chapter can take any such
action we do not see, in view of its past action, especially in 1853, and in view
of the entire disfavor the proposition meets in the strongest and most important Grand Councils.

\
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Our belief is, that that Body will abide .by its past record, and utterlyrefuse
to sanction the "new departure." It cannot do otherwise consistently, or
without dishonoring the conclusions of the most learned and profound Masons who have been its members. However, it is best to be prepared to resist
it. Whatever influence any Companion may have, we exhort him to use it
against this project. If any Companion is acquainted with any member of
the General Grand Chapter, or has any influence with such member, let him
use that influence to defeat this proposed amendment, and lay the Mississippi
plan in the same gmve with the bones of the Grand Council of Mississippi.
Even if that proposition should be sanctioned in the Convocation at Detroit,
it must be provisional, permitting sucl!action where the Grand Councils desire it.
The only effect it could have upon us of New York would be to leave open
a way which there would be a constant temptation for weak-minded Companions to attempt to follow. We don't want any possibility left.
We trust you will prepare suitable memorials of remonstrance, which can
be presented to the General Grand Chapter, and which must have a powerful
influence as coming from the powerful and ol'd Grand Council of New York.
If any of you have any leanings toward surrender, we hope you will weigh
well and carefully ponder the many;weighty arguments which we have copied
from the skilled and learned of the Secret Vault. It seems to us that they
are unanswerable.
But we must close our labor. They mark the completion of another year
for us, another year of Masonic work.. Let our zeal for Cryptic Masonry
increase with each year. Be regular and faithful in your attendance upon
our Assemblies. Never yield to any discouragement, hut, when the times
come which try men's souls, show that you ·are the material out of which
heroes are made. Let our words be those of cheer, brotherly love and truth,
and our actions those nf the select, tile fait.hful and the true.
"Never go gloomily, man .with a 1nind~
·Hope is a better companion than fear;

Providence ever benignant and kind,
Gives with a smile what you take with a tear.
All will be right,
Look to the light:
Morning was ever the daughter of night:
All that was black will be all that is bright.
Cheerily, cheerily, then, cheer up.
· ·
"Many a foe is a friend in cUsguise,

Many a trouble a blessing most true,
Helping the heart to be happy and wise,
With love ever precious, and joys ever new.
Stand in the van,
Strive like a man;

This is the bravest and cleverest plan,
Trusting in God while you do what you can.
Cheerily, cheerily, then, cheer up."

CHARLES G. HUDSON,
Chairman of the Committee.
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Companion JOHN N. McCOMB, JR., offered several amendments
to the Constitution, which were received and referred to the
Committee on Constitution and By-La.ws.
The Special Committee on the Grand Master's Address reported
as follows, which was received and their recommendations
adopted:
R. ·. AND S. ·.M's.·.
N. Y.

THE M. ·.P. •• GRAND CouNcIL OF
OF THE STATE OF

Your Special Committee, to whom was referred the Graud Master's Address
for subdivision, respectfully report:
1st. We recommend that so much as relates to the Fraternal Dead be referred to a Special Committee.
2d. That so much as relates to the condition of Cryptic Masonry and
Dispensations granted, as well as the reported decisions of the Grand Master,
be referred to the Committee on Constitution and By-Laws.
3d. That so much as refers to further legislation looking to a resuscitation to usefulness of dormant and delinquent Councils, be referred to a Special
Committee.
4th. That so much as refers to ·the action of several Grand Councils surrendering their constitutional power over the Cryptic Rite to Grand Chapters,
be referred to a Special Cqmmittee,-and that so much as refers to a memorial
to the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, be referred to the same
Special Committee.
Fraternally submitted,
THOS. GLIDDEN, }
EDWD. B. CASH,
Committee.
JOHN W. COBURN,

The amendment to Section 1 of· Article I of the Constitution,
ma.king_ the title of the Grand Steward Right Illustrious, proposed at our last Annual Assembly, was acted upon and adopted.
The Grand M.aster appoiuted the following Special Committees:
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On tlte Fraternal Dead.
Comps. JOHN G. BARKER,

WM. H. WYMAN,

THOS. WILDES.

On Resuscitation of Do1·mant Councils.
\
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Comps. JOHN N. MA.COMB, Ju,

I

A. B. KING,

JASON COLLIER.

The Grand Council was then called from Labor until 3 o'clock
this afternoon.
TUESDAY, September 2d, 1879, 3 o'clock, P. M.

j

The Grand Council resumed its session.
Officers and Representatives as at the morning's session.
The minutes of this morning's session were read and approved.
The Special Committee on the Fraternal D~ad presented the
following report, which was, on motion, received, and their recommendations adopted:
To THE M. '.P. ". GRAND CouNcIL OF R.". AND S. '.M's.'.
OF THE STATE OF N. Y.:

The Special Committee to whom was referred that portion of the Address
of the M. ".I." Grand Master relating to the Fraternal Dead, respectfully
report:
As our M. ".I.·. Grand Master, in appropriate and touching language, referred
·to the particular services and death of M. -.I." WILLIAM MORRILL, Past M:.
I. ".G:. M. ".of the Grand Council of Florida, and Representative of thie Grand
Council near that of Florida, whose death occurred June 7th, 1879; therefore,

Resolved, That this Grand Council having, with sincere sorrow, heard of
the death of our late distinguished Companion and Representative~ whereby
another link in Friendship's chain has been sundered, hereby tender its heartfelt sympathies to the family of om late M. ·.I." Companion, as well as to our
sister Grand Council which has been· thus pftrticularly bereaved.
Resolved, That a memorial page iii the printed proceedings of this Grand
Council be set apart to the memory of our late M. -.I.". Companion.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN G. BARKER,}
WM. H. WYMAN,
Committee.
THOS. WILDES.

86
The Committee on Constitution and By-Laws presented the
following report, which was, on mot.ion, received, abd their recommendations adopted :
To THE M.·.P.·. GRAND OouNmL O>' R.'. AND S.".M's.".
OF THE STATE OF N. Y.:

Your Committee on Constitution and By-Laws respectfully report:
That we have carefully examined those portions of the Grand Master's
Address referred to us, and as to the decisions of the G. '. M." during the past
year, your committee deem them correct expressions of Masonic law, and
recommend that they be approved.
As to the dispensations granted, to elect and install Oflicers of Subordinate
Co.nncils, and to hold Assemblies hy Subordinate Conncils,-yonr committee
regard the action of the G. ".M." to have been proper under the circumstances
mentioned, and within the powers vested in him by the Constitution and
Ancient Landmarks, and recommend their 11pproval.
Your committee have also considered the several anienclments to the Constitution, offered by Companion JOHN N. MACO)rn, JR., and referred to this
committee, and having reduced them to a form which seems appropriate to
att>1in in the fewest words the object intended, therefore recommend that the
following resolutions, which constitute the amendments, be laid over until
our next Annual Assembly for action:

Resolved, That the Constitution of this Grand Council be, and the same is,
hereby amended, by striking out the words, "Deputy Gran'll Master," whereever they occur, and by substituting in place thereof, the words "Grand
Deputy Master.
ReRolved, That Section 1 of Article I of the Constitution, be amundecl so as
to read.

§ 1. This Grand Council shall !Je composed of a Grand Master, (whose
style is Most Illustrious) a Grand Deputy Master, a Grnnd Principal Cond.uctor of the Work, a Grand Treasurer, a Grand Hecnrder, a Grand Captain of the Guard, a Grand Conductor of the Council, a Grand Chaplain, a
Grand Lecturer, a Grand Marshal, a Grand Steward, (the style of all of
whom is Hight Illustrious) a Grand Sentinel (whose style is Illustrious), all
Past Grand Masters, and all Masters, Deputy Masters, and Principal Conductors of the Work, for the time being, of the several Councils under its jurisdiction, with all Past Masters of such Councils, who shall have been installed as such, prior to January 1st, 1881, so long as such Past Grand and
Subordinate Officers shall remain members of any Council under the jurisdiction of this Grand Council.
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Resolved, That Section 4 of Article I be and the same is hereby amended
by inserting after·the words" Grand Principal Conductor of the Work," these.
words, viz: Grand Treasnrer, Grand B.ecorder, Grand Captain of the Gnard,
Grand Conduclor of the Council, Grand Lecturer, Grand Marshal and 'Grand
.Steward," so that the Section when amended, shail read as follows:
~

§ 4. 'l'he first ti ve Officers of this Grand Council shall be elected at the
Annual Assembly, by ballot, and by a majority of votes; and the remaining
Officers shall be appointed by the Grand Master, and hold office during his
pleasure .. But no Companion shall be eligible to the office of Grand Master,
Deputy Grand Master, Grnnd Principal Conductor of the Work, Grand
Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand Captain of the Guard, Grand Conductor
of the Council, Grand L,ecturer, Grand Marshal and Grand Steward, unless
he shall be a Present or Past Master of a tlubordinate Council; provided
nothing herein shall be so construed as to render ineligible any Companion
who has heretofore served in either of those offices.

I

Resolved, That Section 3Ci of Article III of the Constitution be amended
by adding to it, at the end thereof, the words, "Provided. that when any
member shall be or become a resident in the jurisdiction of another Grnnd
Council, a dimit may be grnnted to him direct, ;tnd without compliance with
the foregoing provi~ions,'' so that the Section when amended shall read as
follows:

§ 36. No member shall b1! permitted to dimit from the Council of which he
is a member, until be shall present a certificate from some warranted Council
that he has been accepted for membership therein; on presentation of such
certificate, and upon the written request of the Companion, the Council at a
stated Assembly may, if the member is not an elective officer of or. indebted
to the Council, or under charges, issue a certificate of dimit, which shall not
be delivered to the Companion, but shall be transmitted by the Recorder of
the Council to the Council from which said certificate of acceptance came;
which dimit shall not become operative, or the Comp.tnion's membership in
the Council issuing the dimit terminated until the Companion shall have consummated membership in the other Council. But any member of a Council
against whom charges are not pending, and whose dues and indebtedness to
the Council are paid, may withdraw from membership by presenting .a written application therefor at a stated Assembly. The Council shall grant the
request of the Companion by dropping his name from the rolls, and his membership shall thereby be terminated, and he shall he subject to the disabilities
of an unaffiliated Royal and Select Master; provided, that when any member
shall be or become a resident in the jurisdiction of another Grand Council, a
dimit may be grnnted to him direct, and without compliance with the fore-
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going provisions,-an elected officer, however, cannot withdraw during his
term of office.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN J. MARTIN,
RA.LP H E. PRIME,
JOHN OMBONY,

i

Committee.

The Committee on Warrants and Dispensations presented the
following report, which was, on motion, received, and their recommendation adopted:
To THE M. ·.P. ·• GRAND COUNCIL OF R. •• AND S. ".Ill's.-.
OF THE ST.ATE OF N. Y.:

Your Committee on Warrants and Dispensations respectfully report: That
the only application for a Warrant that has been brought to the not.ice of your
committee, is that of A.lph-Omega Council U:.D. ".,which we have examined
and found regular in form, as required by the Constitution of ·the Grand
Council. We therefore recommend the adoption of the following :
ResoltJed, That a Warrant be granted to

Companion RoBER'r H. BROWN............... as Master.
GEORGE w. BARRELL ............. ·' Dep. Master.
ALBERT S. WARNER ............. "P. C. of W.,
and their associates, to be styled Alph-Omega Council, No. 71, to be located
at Albion, in the County of Orleans, and State of New York.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN N. MACOMB, JR., }
MARK C. FINLEY,
Committee.
J. 1\1. LAYMAN,

The Grand Council was then called from Labor until 10 o'clock
morning.

to-mo~row

WEDNESDAY, September 3d, 1879, 10 o'clock, A. M.
The Grand Council resumed its session.
Officers and Representatives as before.

\
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The minutes of yesterday afternoon's session were read and
approved.
The time (as fixed by special order) for the election of Officers
for LhA ensuing year, having arrive<l, the Grand Master appointed
as Tellers, Companions PHU,ANDER REED and RALPH E. PRIMB,
when the Grand Council proceeded to the election with the following result:
GEORGE M. OsGoonnY, re-elected M.·.l. ·. Gra.nd Master.
CHARLES w. BROWN,
R. ·.I.·. Dep. Master.
CHARLES NoHMAN,
Grand P. C. of W.
DA vrn B. HowELL,
Grand Treasurer.
GEORGE VAN Vr.mT,
Grand Recorder.

The Grand Master m::tde the following appointments:
)

THOMAS .H. FLOYD ...................... as H.·.I. ·.Grand C. of tlrn G.
PETER ,V, VERHOEVEN ................. "
c. of 1he .C.
R. C. CHIUSTIANCJC ..................•.. "
Marshal.
REV. JOHN G. W:i<Jnsnm,
Chaplains .
." JOSEPH B RADFOllD CJ,EAVl<JR

t
"
J . . ... •.

JOHN J. MARTIN........................ "
AI,JlERT E. LEACH ...................... "
JOHNSTON J<'OUN'rAIN ................... "

"
Ill.

Lecturer.
Steward.
Sentinel.

Committee on F.01·eign Correspondence.
Comps. CHAS. G. HUDSON,

JOHN G. BARKER,

JOHN N. MA.COMB, Jn.

Special Committee to Memorialize t!te General Grand Chapter.
Comps. CHAS. NORMAN, .PHILANDER REED, DARIUS A. OGDEN,
RALPH E. PRIME, GEO. VAN VLIET,
and on motion, M:.I. ·. GEO. M. OsGoODBY was added to this committee.

The Committee on Grievances presented the following report,
which was, on motion, received:
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To

THH:. :\'{. ·.

P. ·. G1tAN"D Cou.scu.. oF

OF 'l'HE 8'1'ATE OF

H.. ·. AXD S. ·..M H. ·.
1

N. Y.:

Your Committee on Grievances and Appeals are pleased to report that
Peace and Harmony prevails within our S. ·. V. ·. No case of grievance has
been presented for our consideration from the Cryptic Workmen in this .inriscliction.
Respectfully submitted,

I

r

A. B. KING,
}
J. WARING EAMES,
Committee.
ISA.AC TER WILLIG EB,

The "Right Hand ~f Fellowship' was extended to the Rep•resentatives of Sister Jurisdictions (as enumerated in the early
part of these Proceedings) and through them, to the Companions·
of the jurisdictions which they severally represent.
Companion PHILANDER REED offerr.d the following:
Resolved, That in the opinion of the Grand Conndl, it will be right and
proper for the Councils of this jurisdiction to confer the degre.es upon candidates, after they have been elected, who applied for the same prior to '-tl~e
first of September, 1879, for the fee which was lawful at the time they were
proposed; which resolution, on motion, received the disapproval of the Grand
Council.

\

The Special Committee on Delinquent and Dormant Councils
presented the following report, which was, on motion, received, and
their recommend;i.tion adopted:
·
To o'HE M-..l'.·. GRAND CouNcu. o"F R·. AND S. ·.M's.·.
OF THE STATE OF

N. Y. ::

Your Special Committee to.whom was referred so much of the Grand Master's Address as relates to ·Dormant and Delinquent Councils, beg leave to
report: That we have given such attention to the subjects as the limited time
at.our disposal would permit, which is not as much, however, as the3e important matters deserve. We find that in some portions of this jurisdiction, the
conditions alluded to prevail to a considernble extent, being assignable to vari-

\

91
ous causes, the first >tncl most import.ant of which is the failure of the Grand
Encampment to recognize the Cryptic Degrees, and make them prerequisite
to Knighthood. As a remedy for this cause, we can only hope that the efforts
which we feel sure will be put forth, by the Grnnd Officers just elected, will
be crowned with success. Some other minor causes will be .found to affect
locally, and perhaps tempornrily the condition of the Subordinate C9uncils.
Of these we may be pe1:mitt.ed to lllention a lack of appreciation of our beautiful Hite, even on the part of those who pass among their Companions as intelligent Masons. For Councils atllicte<l in this way there is no hope, except,
th>it some new blood be infused into their cold and lifeless bodies through the
admission of one .or more of those members who are. determined to place
the Cryptic Hite in the front rank.
Solitary instances of this kind have, we are happy to state, come to our
'knowledge, yet, even some of these hard-workers have by long disappointment bet;ome discouraged; and after putting forth every effort, have been
obliged to surrender to the force of circumstances.
Again, another class have gained new life, anti could they put upon a firm
financial basis would be among the most zealous workers in the S.
To
this end, we offer the following :

-.v:.

/

Resolved, That the M. -.I.·. Grant! Master be authorized, during the ensuing
year, to remit, pa,rtly or wholly, or otherwise to adjust, the indebtedness of
any Subordinate Council to this Grand Council, as shall in his opinion best
subserve the interests of the Cryptic Rite.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN N. MACOMB, JR.. }
A. B. KING,
.JASON UOLLIEH,

Committee .

The Finance Committee presented the following report, which
was, on motion, received, a.nd their recommendation adopted:
To THE M.-.P.·. GRANO COUNCIL()~' R.·. A.ND s.·.M's.·.
OF THE S·.rATE O'F'

I'

N. Y.:

Your Committee on Finance respectfully report that they have carefully
examined the Heports, J3ooks and Vouchers of the Grand Treasurer and
Grand Recorder, and find them correct.
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Tile Committee llave audited the fo.llowing, and recommend tlleir p>tyment:
0

Grand Recorder's "Salary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250.00
expenses for poRtage, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15.51
•'
express, telegraph, etc . . . . . ..
24.50
GranLl Master's
25.00
Gr'and Lecturer,
"
50.00
Cllairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence .............. .
10.00
Grand Sentinel, for services at this Assembly.... . . . . . .......... .
35.00
Rent of Room and Safe.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... .
497.78
Pay of Representatives ......................................... .
Tot>1l ...................... '. ............................. $907.79
We also recommend that the Grand Recorder be autllorized to have 500
copies of the Proceedings of this Assembly printed, at the lowest rate possible.

Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT JONES,
}
0. C. PARKER,
Committee.
R. C. CHRISTIANCE,

On motion of Companion R. E. PRIME, it was
Resolved, 'l'llat tile next Annual Assembly of this Grand Council shall be
hel<i in the City of New York, on tile second Wednesday in September, 1880,
at 10 o'clock, A. M.

The Grand Officers, elected and appointed, with the exception
of R.-.I.·. Companions CHARLES W. BROWN and CHARLES NORMAN, were then duly installed by M. ·.I:. JOHN HooLE, assisted
by R: .I:. DARWIN E. MORGAN.
Companion D. E. MORGAN, offered the following resolution,
which was, on motion, :-tdopted :
Resolved, That an emergent Assembly of this Grand Council be called_at
such time and place, as the Grand Master may elect, for the purpose. of installing such officers of this Grand Council as were not present at this Assem-

bly for Installation.

On motion, the Grand Master was requested to apportion the
jurisdiction to the several Grand Officers for visitation.

\
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No further business offering, _these minutes were read and
approved, a.nd the Gratld Council closed in Ample Form.
, GEO. VAN VLIET,
Grand Recorder.
NEW YoRK, September 3d, 1879.
The next Annual Assembly will be held m the City of New
York on Wednesday, September 8th, 1880.

j

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS.
-

---·

-

·~·

--

-

Amend the Constitution of t.his Grand Council, by striking
out the words "Deputy Grand Master," wherever they occur,
and by substituting in place thereof "Grand Depqty Master.''
.Amend Section 1 of Article I, so that when amended it shall read: This
Grand Council shall be composed or' a Grand Master (whose style is Most
lllustrious), a Grand Deputy Master, Grand Principal Conductor of the Work,
Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand Captain of the Guard, Grand Conductor of the Council, Grand Clrnplain, Grand Lecturer, Grand Marshal,
Grand Steward (the sty le of all of whom is Bight lllustrious), Grand Sentinel
(whose style is Illustrious), all Past Grand Masters, and all Masters, Deputy
Masters, and Principal Conductors of the Work, for the time being, of the
several Councils under its jurisdiction, with all Past Masters of such Councils, who shall have been installed as such prior to January ·1st, 1881, so long
as such Past Grand and Subordinate Officers shall remain members of any
Council under the jurisdiction of this Grand Council.
Amend Section 4 of Article I by inserting after the words, "Grand Principal Conductor of the Work," these words, viz: "Grand Treasurer, Grand
Recorder, Grand Captain of tbe Guard, Grand Conductor of the Work,
Grand Lecturer, Grand Marshal and Grand Steward."
Amend Section 313 of Article III, by adding to it, at the encl thereof,.the
words "Provided, that when auy member shall be, or become a resident in
the jurisdiction of another Grand Council, a dimit may be granted to him
direct, and without compliance with the foregoing provisions."

)

TO THE MEMORY
OF

,WILLIAM MORRELL,•
PAST

M. '.I. .. GRAND MASTER
OF THE

i

GRAND COUNCIL OF FLO'RIDA

' .
I

AND
-

· HONORED REPRESENTATIVE

oF nm

·GRAND COUNCIL OF NEW YORK NEAR .
THAT OF FLORIDA.
-+i~ABSENT, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.

-ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTERS AND GRAND RECORDERS
OF THE SEVERAL GRAND COUNCILS.
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0

ALABAMA......................
CONNECTICUT.... . . . . . . . . . . . . .

~~~~~~:

:::::::::::::::::::::.

1838
J819

rn~~

1 Dec.

, May
i

June

o~i: ...

4, 1878
12, 187~
4, 18'8
22, 1818

INDIANA..................... ..

1855

Po~Iss~~;,-~::::::::::::... . . . . . .

mg~

111AINE
....... ... .. .
MARYLAND .... '... .... .... ....
l\IAssAcHusETTs................
l\IrcHIGAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MINNESOTA . .
.... .......

1855
1874
1826
1858
1870

NEW BRUNSWICK (CANADA)....
NEW HAMPSHIRE , . . . . . . .
NEW JERSEY .... "." ".
NEW YoT<K..
. . ... ... . .. . . ..
NORTH CAROLINA....
Omo.. .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . .. . . .
ONTARIO (CANADA)... . . . . . . . . . .
PENNSYLVANIA.. . . .. . .. .. .. .. ..
RHODE ISLAND ...... " ... " " "
SOUTH CAROLINA .. " ........ "
TENNESSEE........ .. .. .. . . . . . .
VERMONT........ . . . .. .. . . . . ..

1867
May 19, 1879
1862
Jan. 21, 1879
1860
1809
Sept. 2, 1879
1860
1839 . Oct. 10, 1878
1871 I . . . . . .. . . .. . .
1847 I Feb. 19, 1879
1860 ! . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
Feb. 13, 1887
1860
Nov. 14, 1878
1847
1845
June 10, 1879

~~~"i'.:'s~,.:::..... .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

rn¥~

:

..............
May

8;
Nov. 13,
Dec. 11.
· Jan 20,
' Oct:
8,
1

1878
187'8
1878
1879
1878

::::::::::::::

I

James l\Iilton.
Abram Heaton.
Geo. S. Hallmark.

Albe~i

Eufaula.
Bridgeport.
Warrington.
: seymo~~-... · .. '
I

·p: ·aii;,:;1e~: ·

Geo. J. Pi;;.;k:;.;.(i....... i
Fessenden I. Day.
'
FerdinandJ. S.Gorgas.;
Alfred F. Chapman.
Hugh McCurdy.
Geo. W. Cooley.

B .. ~.. -~-a-i~~::... .

ii~;-~ey ·:i.: ·a;,~~;;,~:

i

Ne~ 01:iean~'..

Lewiston.
Bosto,;: · · · · · · · ·
Corunna.
Minneapolis.

~.t'.'.t.~~:.... ..

···· . iii~;,·.;hesie~: ···

Frank A. Fenton.
Geo. M. Osgoodby.

I Camden.
Buffalo.

Orestes A. B. Senter.
Mark Richards Muckle.

Philadelphia ..

Albert C. Hubbell.

Pendleton.
Jackson.
Bennington.

w: "ii'.· I>.· Gai1ia~·~i. · · · · ·
Benjamin R. Harris.

Daniel Sayre.
Jos. K. Wheeler.
John Carlovitz.

j~h,;·nr:ii~airi;.:~i1:..

Richard Lambert.
Ira Berry.
Wm. A. Wentz.
John Haigh.
Garra B Noble.
Grove B. Cooley.

'V: ~--1\Ia~~: .. . . .. ..
Geo. P. Cleaves.

l\fontgomery
Hartford:
l\lilton.
iil.cii;,:,;;.p-,;118: · ·

N~'~ Orle.ans.:_:_bo,:. 87-2°.
Portland.
Haltimore.
Somerville.
.
Det., 359 E. Larned St.
Minneapolis

~~: -~~~'.i_s: .....

Concord.

a.;c.: :v;.i; vii.it·.······

x.:Y(;~k;

John D. Caldwell.

Cincinnati.

Charles E. Meyer.

p1;i1a.: ·n1a,;.-.; T~il;j,ie:

.............

iii;.s;cTellii>ie

Zimmerman DaYiS. . Charleston.
John Frizzell.
I Nashville.
Wm. H. S.Whitcomb. Burlington.
I
1

OFFICERS OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS.
NAME.

0

I

MASTER.

--------rz
CoLUJIW!IAN ...... ·1 l

IDEPUTY MASTER. iI
I

P.

l

c. OF w.

RECORDER.

WHERE

j LOCATED.
'p, W. Verhoeven.\~e~ 1:ork

Daniel Sickles. IL. H. Raymond. ·T. CuDningto!'.
UNION... . . . . . . 2 J. !II. 1:-ayman. ·w. ~ohnston, Jr. L. K. Gold~m1th. Geo.~- Wrnslow.1New York.
BROOKLYN...... 4 J.WarmgEames. BenJ. F. Adams. J.B. Harris.
1E. S. \an Orden.>Brooklyn.
ADELPHIC ........ 7 Jno. W. Coburn .. William Downes Thos. Wildes.
Geo. Van Vliet. 1New York.
BLOSS .......... ·-114 E. H. Dyer.
C. S. Longley.
Jos. W. Smart
W. F. Robertson. 1Troy.
BRUCE ........... ,15 Charles Craig.
Jason Collier.
Perry Stowell.
V. N. Douglas. 1Lockport.
SOUTHERN TIER .. 116 S. D. Wadham. D.S. Dorr.
F. E. Cleveland. ,W. H. Browne. .Elmira.
BUFFALO ......... 17 Albert Jones.
Girard i\lcVicar. E. D. W. Gager. Stephen M. Evry.IBuffalo.
DORIC ............ 19 ................. J ''.'·Merriam. Tho~. Gliddon.
John Alexander. !Rochester.
1
KEYSTONE ........ 20J. M. Henderson.,Chr1s.
G. Fox.
BenJ. A. Provost. John H Bosher. Buffalo.
DE WITT CLINTON 122 John J. }lartin. Wm. H. Whish. H.J.Herschb'rg'r:J. E. Allanson. Albany.

COUNTY.

DATE OF MEETING.

1------1--------~New York.

\ ................ .
,New York. 14th Saturdey.
Kings.
·New York.
2d Saturday.
Rensselaer. 1st Friday.
"Niagara.
1st & 3d Wednesday•.
,Chemung.
3d lllonday.
Erie.
2d Thursday.
llionroe.
lst&3d Wednesdays.
Erie.
3d Saturday.
Albany.
3d Thursday.

m

g~~~~~'i::::: l~g ~: ~i. §:~h_b, Jr. ~~'Ira~~i~.coou
~io~:ri.es. ~h:~ie~nJ~~~. g~~ti:k.
8h!~;~~~qua. ~i~a~~~day.
PALMYRA ......... i26 Mark C. Finley. Chas."Deys.
Geo. l\1cGown.
E. \V. Cumrnings.:Palmyra.
·wayne.
2d Monday.
BATAVIA.
. ... 127 Orrin C Parker. 'D. W. Tornlinson .. Rollin C. Marsh. A. N. Cowdin.
Batavia.
Genesee.
!st & 3d Friday.
UTICA ............ !28 Edward B Cash. A. J. Simmons. Elizar Russell.
Martin A. Lewis. '.Utica.
Oneida.
Last Friday.
KING SoLOMoN ... ~~ Chas. Esta.brook. W. ~organ Lee. C.H. Halstead. W. H. Weston. Newburgh.
Orange.
2d l\Ionday.
PENTALPHA . . . 36 Thos. Darlmg.
H. Carpenter.
Chas. W. :S~own. 1 Wm. L. Se~man.1Flushing.
•Queens.
2d Friday.
CRYPTIC...
. .. 37 Chas. H. Sturges. Robt.C. McEwen. Geo. H. G1ll1s.
L. R. Cushmg. 'Saratoga Spgs.ISaratoga.
2d & 4th Friday.
KONHOCTON
. 140 Isaac J. Merrill. Wm. H. Shepard. James Faulkner. V. Brothers.
Bath.
'Steuben.
4th Friday
GENESEE VALLEY 41 Hector Sinclair. 0. H. Cook.
'L. H. Brace.
:A. C. Scott.
,Nunda.
!Livingston. 1st & 3d Friday.
CORNING ........ 53 A. D Robbins. T. S Pritchard. \Richard S. Hill. Edward Clisdell. ;Corning.
ISteuben.
. .........•.....
PEEKSKILL ...... 55 David Griffin.
John Ombony. Robert Brown.
T. J Hodgkins. 1Peekskill.
:Westchester. 2d Monday.
HunsoN .......... 62 John M. Welch. Edw. P. Magoun.,Henry Kirtz.
·J. D. Morrell.
!Hudson.
,Columbia.
: ................... .
SING SING ....... 64 1IsaacTer:williger.:Peter J. Keenan. Ebenez!'r Fowler 1E. M. Collyer.
,Sing Sing.
:westch.ester.,tst & 3d Friday.
ITHACA ........... 68,R. C. Chr1st1ance.IF. C. Sherman.
M. Kimball.
A. B. Wood.
!Ithaca
Tompkrns. l2d Monday.
1
NEPPERHAN ... ··170 Lyman Cobb, Jr.j~alph E. Prime. W. H. <fibson.
1John E. Murphy. Yo~kers.
!Westchester-,lst&3d Wednesdays.
ALPH·OMEGA ..... 71 Robt. H. Brown. Geo. W. Barrell. A. S. "arner.
J . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Albion.
-Orleans.
1..................•...
l
·
;
·
I
·
1

::::
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I

.f.1B:

1
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REPRESENTATIVES

)

OF OTHER

GRAND COUNCILS NEAR THE GRAND COUNCIL
OF NEW YORK .

.A:LABAMA .... ___ - - _........... _. . . . Thomas H. Floyd, . . ........ _............... Utica.
CoNNECTiiJUT, ...................... G. Fred. Wiltsie, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... New York.
FLORIDA, ..............•••........ . John

F. Bald,vin, ........ : .................. .

GEORGrA 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • P. W. Verhoeve11, ..... ..· .................... .

INDIANA, ............................ Hawley Klein, ............................. Buffalo.

J

KANSAS, ........................... John D. Williams, ........................... Elmira.
LotrISIANA, ........................ Philander Reed, ............................. New York.
MAINE, ............................ G. Fred. Wiltsie ........ _. .................. ..
. MASSACHUSETTS, .............. ·..;.: ... John J. Martin,. ............................ Albany.
MICHIGAN, ......................... John Hoole,. .......................... ·...... New York.
MINNESOTA,......... .. .. ...

. .... Alex. B. King ...... : ......................... Troy.

MARYLAND,. ........................ Geo. M. Osgoodby.,. ......................... Buffalo.
NEW HAMPSHIRE, . .. . .. . . . ........ Geo. Van Vliet,. ............................. N e\v York.
NEW BRUNSWICK, CAN., ............ G. Fred. Wiltsie,. ......................... .
NEW .JERSEY,..... . . . . .. . .. .. .. ... G. Fred. Wiltsie, .......................... ..
Omo ............................. Darwin E. Morgan,. ........................ Buffalo.
ONTARIO, CAN., .................... James

Mccredie, .......................... .

PENNSYLNANIA,. " .................. Robert llfacoy' . . . . . . . . . .. . ................. New y ork.
RHODE ISLAND., .................... Charles W. Brown,. .......................... Flushing.
SOUTH CAROLINA, ................... John R. Wiltsie, ............................ Newburgh.

'I
j

VERMONT, .......................... Charles Craig,. ............................ Lockport.

REPRESENT A'rIVES
OF

THE

GRAND COUNCIL· OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

NEAR OTHER GRAND COUNCILS.

ALABAMA,..... . .................... Benj. F. Pope,.... . ..................... Mobile.
CONNECTICUT,. .................... James S. Gould,. ........................ Bridgeport.
FLORIDA, .......................... James A. Chaffin, ....................... Milton.
GEORGIA, ......................... R. W. Smith, ............................ Athens.
INDIANA,.... . . . . ..........., ...... Luciene
KANSAS,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lou1s1ANA 1

•• • • • •

• • • • • •

A.

Foote,....... . . . . ........... Crawfordsville.

. ..... David Brockway, ...................... Topeka.

• ••••••••••

Rev. Thos. D. Lawson, . ................. Bastross.

MAINE, .............................•Josiah H. Drummond, ................ Portland.
l\IASSACHUSETTS, ................... Wm. Porter Anderson, ................ Boston.
MICHIGAN, ........................ Rev. Levi'H. Corson,. ...............•... Jonesville.
MINNESOTA,. ....................... Geo. W. Cooley,. ........................ Minneapolis.
NEW BRUNSWICK, UAN., ............ D.R. llfunro, ........................... St. Johns.
NEW HAMPSHIRE, . . . . . . . . . . . . .... H. P. Glidden,. ....................•.... Dover.
NEW JERSEY,. ...................... Marcus Higginbotham, .................. Jersey City.
0Hro,.. .. . . .. . .. . .

. ............ . Henry Newbegin, ..................... . Circleville.

ONTARIO. CAN., ................... Daniel Spry,. ........................... Toronto.
RHODE ISLAND, ..... ................ A. H. Cushn1an, .... ..................... t>rovidence.

SouTn CAROLINA, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wilmot G. De Saussure,. ................ Charleston.
VERMONT, .......................... Geo. H. Bigelow, ........................ Burlington.

•

REOElPTS AT ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 1879.

Sept. 2, 1879.--From Columbian Council, No. 1, for dues to August lst,, 1879 ...... $ 24.00
Union

2,

Brooklyn

'J,

Adelphic

'•
" 14, "
" 15, "
" 1{),
" 17,
" 19, "
" 20,
22, "
" 23. "
'· 25, "
" 26,
" 27, "
" 28, "
" 31, "
" :Jo, "
" !J7, "
'· 40. "
,,
" 5!l,
" 55, "
" (-)2, "
ti4, "
GS, "
"
~·o.
"
" 71, "

Bloss

"

Bruce

Southern Tier "
Buffalo
Doric
Keystone
D<>WittClinton "
Ont.ario

J

Dunkirk

Bata¥ia
Utica

Pentalpha
Cryptic
Konhocton
Corning
Peekskill
HudRon
Sing Sing
Ithaca

..· Nepperhan
Alph-Omega

)

47.50
86.00
152.00

..

•21.50

..

47.00

...

140.00

59.50

82.00
104.50
32.50
35.50

..

Palmyra

King Solomon

.

21.50

"
"

"

25.00
14.00
58.00
:J5.00
12.00
26.50

16.50
12.50
15.00
34.50

..
..
..

71, Balance for Warrant,

2!1.50

18.00
17.00

33.50
10.00

43.50

-----Total. ................. .......... $1,204 50

OFFICERS OF THE GRAND UOUNCIL.
Elected and appointed Sept. 3d, 1879.

GEO. M. OSGOOD BY, of BUFFALO,....

. ....................... 111. ".I.'. Grand llfoster.

CHARLES W. BROWN, of FLUSHING,. ......................... R. -.I.-. Dep. Grand Master.
CHARLES NORMAN, of ROCHESTER,. ...........................

Grand P. C. of W.

DAVID B. HOWELL, of NEW YORK, ............... .

•'

Treasurer.

GEO.VAN VLIET, of Nmv YORK,. ........ .,........ .

1

Recorder.

THOS. H. FLOYD, of UTICA, ....................... .

"

C. of the G.

"

Marshal.

"

Chaplains.

P. W. VERHOEVEN, of NEW YORK,...........................

"

REV. JOHN G. WEBSTER, of PALMYRA, ..................... (

"

l

JOHN J. MARTIN, of ALBANY,.................................

C. of the C.

"

R. C. CHRISTIANCE, of i1'HACA,.................... ..... .. .. ..

REV. JOSEPH BRADFORD CLEAVER, of NEw YORK, .....

'

Lecturer.

"

Steward.

ALBERT E. LEACH. of BROOKLYN, ........................... · "
.JOHNSTON FOUNTAIN, of NEw YORK, ...................... Ill.

u

Sentinel.

Grand Master's address-Cor. Niagara and Pearl Sts., Buffalo, N. Y.
Grand Recorder's address-" Masonic Temple," cor. 6th ave. and 23d st., New York city.
(Next Annual Assembly, Sept. 8th, 1880.)

APPENDIX.
R . ·.r. ·. CHARL ES NORMA N .

"The frail tabernacle of clay has been gathered to its kin clred du t, but the brilliant
legacy of a noble spfrit, of faithful labors, of a gene rous heart, of filial affections, will
s urvive the grave an d transmit immortal ble. sings through the eye! s of infinite change. ' '

'

To have been intimately acquainted with CnA1n:.l':s Nor-tMAN was indeed a
prncious privilege, hu t our duty now is lo subdue our own feelings and tell the
story in simpl e lano-uage of his career as a citizen and a llfa on. In his own
Jeg1ble handwriting th e writer hereof found among his papers this statement:
" C.IIAJILES NoruU. N', born November 21, 1849 , at Moorfi cld , near Bristol,
England, Parish of St. George; registered and christened March 10, 1850. by
Rev. TAYLOJi, curate of Trinity Church, near LawfoTd Gate, Bristol. " H e
w:ts educated in England, and emigrated to Canada in the year 1870. In the
provin ce of Ontario he ojourned only for a sh ort time, m:tinly in Toro11to.
Thence he removed to Buifalu, obtaining ei:uploym nt as a clerk in R. G.
D'oN & Co. 's Mercantile Agency. For the same fil'm he chirnged his location to R ochester. Returning to his nati ve land, he m11rried Miss LomsE R
SA'!'C LLECT,, of Rugby. In a short time he came back to th e Url ited States,
>tncl ettled in Roches ter, whe re he mad e bis home for the re t uf his life. His ·
services were soon ecured by Companion H . H. W ARNEU, the well-know n
whol esal e dealer in safes, and to whos.e generous liberality th e er a.f t are indebted for the ac companying engraving of our lamented Compa Dion.
End owed wit.h r11re gifts for the management of o-tlic busiDe ·s, as well us
in arraDging all the details of a trad e extending throu gh every tate and T erritory, NORMAN applied himself with unremitting a icluity. ~n cl developed
wo 11d erfo l kill in tJ:ie supcrvi ion of Co111p1tni 11n WAHNE H' S busines , alrea(ly
grown to " igantic propor tio.n s.
T o the ll1asouic fratern ity he took ve ry kindly, <1 nd tlirougl1 one of il is bestloved friends be petitioned for the deg rees in Valley Lo'd.rre, No. 109, in Rochester, and was recei·ved, being iuitiutecl May 1:3, 1872, and no.ised to th e sublime
degree of M. -.111." on the 10th of Jun e, the same year. The next year lie
pas ed through the mysteries of th e Capituhir Hile in Hami lton Chapter , No.

•
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62, receiving the Degree of' Royal Arch Mason,, October 9, 1873. He was
greeted and received as a Royal and Select Master in Doric Council, No. 19,
on the 20th of May, 1874. In Monroe Commandery, No. 12, he was enrolled
in the Chivalric Order, being dubbed and created a Knight Templar, March
12, 1875.
- W!Jile he never lost interest in any of th~ bodies in which he was proud to.
hold niembers!Jip, it was to the Cryptic Rite that he gave the most time and
of his brilliant services. From the evening that he made the first perambulation as Principal Cond!Jclor of the Work in Doric Council, (in 1877) there
could be discovered a determination to be useful in that local body. His subsequent career is the outgrowth of the enthusiasm evinced in the discharge of
his duties in that subordinate office. He served one term in tlrnt interesting
oflice, when he was almost unanimously elected to the responsible po8ition of
Thrice Illustrious Master. Pressing every possible good influence into his
assistance, the Assemblies.of Doric Council soon became noted throughout
the jurisdiction. His fame as a wise and energetic presiding officer spread
botli far and wide. His appearance' therefore at the Annual Assembly of the
Grand Council in New York City, September 3d, 1878, was hailPd with great
pleasure by the members of that Illustrious Body, and on the election of the
Grand Oflicers it was found that he had been chosen Grand Principal Conductor of the 'Vork, and as such wa~ installed. The honor was not only
appreciated by the Companions of Doric Council, who knew of his splendid
qualifications, but the office inspired him with a vigor and a determination to
accomplish more work than had ever been att<'mpted by any of his predecessors. That he performed every cluty assigned bim by the Grand Master will
be cheerfully acknowledged. Vigilant for the prosperity of the Cryptic Hite,
he gave freely of his time, his mea1ts and his well-trained facnlties. to carry
·out this determination.
Before the close of his oflicial year he was stricken with disease. On the
4th of Jnne, 1879, he left his office desk in the hope of recuperating his shattered health. A few days spent in fishing on the St. Lawrence River did not
restore him, and he came home to be prnstrated for many weeks with a very
severe attack of 11cutc rheumatism. The excruciating suffering he underwent
i~ only known to those intimate friends and Cornpani'ons who watched him
by night and by day with an anxiety and care that only the most loving
friends and kinrlred generally exhibit. Towards the middle of Augnbt he
rallied, and his friends hoped for a speedy recovery. The time for holding
the Annual Assembly of the Grand Council was approaching. His physician
resolutely forbade him to make the journey thither and attempt to fill his
place. That Doric Council should not go unrepresented he was determined,
hence he placed a proxy for the Thrice Illustrious niaster in the hands of the
writer hereof.
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The record of his (Jflicial. work as a Grand Officer appears in the proper
place in these Transactions. On the election he was re-elected Grand Principal Conductor of the Work. This was on the 3cl clay of September, 1870.
The following morning a dispatch was flashed over the wires that CHARLES
NORMAN WAS DEAD! His surviving Companions at Rochester immediately
prepared for the funeral on Sunday afternoon, the 6th. Never before in this
city was more genuine sorrow expressed than at the obsequies of this promising, energetic, and well-beloved brother.
Expression of sorrow came from all the Grand Officers and Representatives
in the Grand Council. The Grand Master and Grand Conductor of the Council came hither to attend the funeral, accompanied by many Illustrious Com-,
panions, who felt it a duty to honer his memory; an emergent Grand Council
was opened by Grand Master OEGOODBY, and the officers thereof attended
the funeral in a body.
Subsequently resolutions of respect were forwarded to Doric Council from
Alph-Onwga Council at Albion, Keystone Council at Buflalo, and De Witt
Clinton Council at Albany, and letters of condolence from JEssE B. AN'l'HONY,
33°; .JonN J. i\'IARTIN, JonN N. J\'IAcmm, JR, JOHN HoDGE, 33°, JqnN L.
BROTHERS, RoBEH'l' H. BROWN, and other well kn9wn Cryptic Masons.
These biographical details are brief; because his -years of activity in Masonry were so few. But in the work which he accomplished he showed the
possibilities of a character capable of sustaining with U8efulness and honor
the most exalted positions in tile gift of the fraternity.
To lament his untimely death at the age of thirty years, in addition .to his
sorrow!ng ~raternal brethren, CHARLES NORMAN leaves a young widow and a
bright little boy scarcely five years of age. To this child of tender years we
can only say that hiR father's surviving Companions know.he has lost a parent
who loved him with a love that was· tender and strong almost beyond'
clescript ion.
The remains of our beloved friend and Companion were subsequently removed from Mt Hope Cemetery, and sent across the sea to he deposited in
their final resting place amcing his kindred in England, in accordance with
the earnest desire of his aged father.
"The night-dew that falls, though in silence it weeps,
Shall brighten with verdure the grave where he sleeps:
And the tear that we shed, though in secret it rolls,
Shall long keep his men1ory green in our souls."

Rochester, October, 1870,
_.
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lflflicerc ofl the lrand lounc:il.
Elected and appointed Sept. 3d, 1879.

GEO. M. OSGOODBY, of BUFFALO.. .. . ...................... M.·.I.·. Grand Master.
CHARLES W. BROWN, of FwSHTNG, .......................... R. ·.I.·. Dep. Grand Master
Grand P. C. of W.
CHARLES NORMAN, of ROCHESTER,..... . . . . . .... .
u
Treasurer.
DAVID B. HOWELL, of NEW YORK, ............... .
u
Recorder.
GEO.VAN VLIET, of NEw YoRK, .................. .
" C. of the G.
THOS. H. FLOYD, of UTICA,. ...................... .
C. of the C.
P. W. VERHOEVEN, of NEwYoRK,. ....... '. ....... .
" Marshal.
R. C. CHRISTIAN CE, of ITHACA,............................... "
REV. JOHN G. WEBSTER, of PALMYRA, .................... l
° Chaplains.
REV. JOSEPH BRADFORD CLEAVER, of NEwYoRK, ..... !
Lecturer.
JOHN J. MARTIN, of ALBANY,. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . "
" Steward.
ALBERT E. LEACH. of BROOKLYN,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . "
Sentinel.
JOHNSTON FOUNTAIN. of NEwYORK, ...................... Ill.
Grand Master's address-Cor. Niagara and Pearl Sts., Buffalo, N. Y.
Grand Recorder's address-" Masonic Temple," cor. 6t.h ave. and 23d st., New York city.
(Next Annual Assembly, Sept. 8th, 1880.)
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