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R.I. GEORGE B. WHITMER   DEPUTY GRAND MASTER  2010-2011 
716-366-3900   georgewhitmer@hotmail.com 

GRAND COUNCIL CRYPTIC MASONS        

STATE OF NEW YORK 

August 1, 2011 

M.I. Joseph P. Pozefsky

Grand Recorder, 

I have had a good year. I have been able to visit some of our Councils this 

Year.  We visited Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons Of The State of New York. 

I had the opportunity to go to New York City for the initiation 0f our Companions from  

Lebanon.  We attended Grand Lodge of the state of New York.  St. Johns day in Utica was a 

great time to be had by all.  Last but not lease we went to the Council of Deliberation in 

Syracuse New York. 

     I have found no major flaws in our Councils.  We need to do better Ritual work. 

That will come with better Communications and new Companions. 

 Thank You for your Time and Support for me during my time of need. 

R. I. George B. Whitmer

Deputy Grand Master 

State of New York  
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Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 
State of New York 
Leo G. Synakowski, Grand Marshal 
25 Spencer Blvd. 

Coxsackie, NY  12051 

May 2011 

Annual Report of the Grand Marshal 

My Companions due to extreme weather this past winter and  additional duties given me at my job I was 

unable to get to any visits in the NY city area.  The length of my Cabletow remains short due to the un-

timely passing of one of my coworkers leaving my company even more shorthanded.  In these times of 

economic and employment downturns I cannot refuse the added responsibilities and longer work sched-

ule that comes with it. 

However this year as Grand  Marshal I have helped the Grand Master officiate  at  three of the four re-

dedications that were scheduled this year.  They were: 

St. Georges  Council #74, Schenectady 

King David Council #97, Dexter, NY 

Buffalo-Keystone #17, Cheektowaga 

With the Grand Master’s permission I also  updated our Grand Council patch and as a result  now have a 

new high resolution colorized logo to use on our letterhead and other documents 

I also redesigned four out of five of our rededication displays which have given our  ritual a more profes-

sional look.  I will continue on the last display which will complete the set. 

My employer is planning on adding more people by the end of the year which should leave me with the 

ability to make my visits possible. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Leo G. Synakowski 

Grand Marshal 
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REPORT OF THE GRAND FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENT 2010-2011 
 
To the Most Illustrious Grand Master and Companions of the Grand Council of Cryptic 
Masons of the State of New York: 
 
The following is the Report of the Grand Fraternal Correspondent for the Cryptic year 
ending August, 2011. 
 
I would like to thank Most Illustrious David Raymond for the appointment as Grand 
Fraternal Correspondent.   
 
I received the proceedings of 17 jurisdictions of Cryptic Masons or Royal and Select 
Masters on your behalf, as well as Proceedings from Grand Councils from previous years.  
Analysis has been done with an eye towards subjects, issues, problems and ideas that 
we may discuss among ourselves, both formally and informally.  In addition, we are 
always looking for things that are interesting, unusual and fascinating.  I included a 
resolution proposed in Texas for a candidate to the Grand Line to file with the Grand 
Recorder a “Statement of Availability” for such office, it is an interesting questionnaire. I 
also included a resolution on the six-man opening for Councils in the State of 
Washington, it is in their Constitution and they are utilizing it when necessary!  Also the 
change in Florida to allow six Companions to open and conduct business! 
 
 “Good Communication” is always an issue and an area of concern.  However, from the 
reports that I received from the Grand Representatives of the jurisdiction with whom we 
are in amity, these companions are not in touch with their counterparts or with the 
jurisdictions themselves. 
 
 
Respectfully and Fraternally Submitted, 
 
 
 
Most Illustrious Francis Iggy Karwowski 
 
 

GRAND COUNCIL CRYPTIC MASONS 

of the State of New York 
MI Francis I. Karwowski, Grand Master ~ 2007-2008 

Grand Fraternal Correspondent 2009 -2011 

709 Bedford Road 

Schenectady, New York 12308-3444 

518-377-6004 (Home) 518-788-7407 (Cell) 

E-mail: fikarwowski@juno.com 
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CONNECTICUTT:  
Proceedings of the 192

nd
 Annual Assembly of the Most Puissant Grand Council of Royal and Select  

Masters, New Haven, March 13, 2010 

Most Puissant Grand Master Randy Scott Stevens  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. This Grand line has always conferred the work from within its own ranks. This not only serves to preserve the 

quality of the line, but it allows the members to develop into a strong cohesive unit. Please work hard to maintain this. 

You’re a great group of guys, and I know for a fact that you’re going to enjoy each other’s company in the coming 

year. This serves our individual Councils more than you realize. Leadership by example is a powerful tool. 

2. For the Tri-State Festival, I recommend that PMPGM Richard Eppler continue to do what he does best, putting 

together the degrees. He has done well for all of us, and I would like to see him do what he obviously enjoys doing. I 

would, however, like to see the administrative portion be done by the Tri-State Committee. This should include all 

formal communications with our sister jurisdictions, reserving the hall when we are the host, taking care of lunches, 

and making certain that when we go out of state that any financial obligations be confirmed with full accountability. In 

this way, all involved can enjoy a time of good companionship and the opportunity to bring further light in Masonry. 

3. Financial fitness. The purpose of Freemasonry is to do more, not less. What you don’t use, you lose. It is a fact of 

life that some things come down to good old hard cash. It should be a significant priority with this Grand Council and 

our individual Council’s to strengthen their ability to participate in community service, programs, and our stated 

charity. This will go far in terms of attracting new members. People like to be part of something that is actually 

accomplishing something. Your active schedule is that something. 

4. Consider two-year terms for the Grand line. It seems that just about the time that you’ve got things rolling, your 

term is over. Extending the time that you’re in office may be a way in which significant changes can be made. 

5. Reiterate why we’re here. It is imperative that every member be able to articulate who we are, what we’re about, 

and why this is important. When the neophyte stands at our door and wonders whether or not he should join, being 

able to tell him the who, what, where, when, and why may be all it takes to swing his decision. 

6. Be upbeat. Remember, success has many fathers, failure is an orphan.Everyone likes a winner, and wants a piece of 

the action. Letting others know that this is the place where things are happening is tantamount to lighting a beacon at 

midnight. 

7. If you’re having a good time, show it. If you’re not, then figure out what you want, and don’t let anyone talk you out 

of trying to make things the way you feel they should be. No one ever got to the top of the mountain by falling there. 

In conclusion, remember that you have something wonderful here. Celebrate it, enjoy it, share it! 

 

EASTERN JURISDICTION of CANADA: 
Proceedings of the 143

rd
 Annual Assembly of the Most Puissant Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, 

Truro, Nova Scotia, May 7, 2010 
Most Puissant Grand Master John Hugh Palmer 

 

Highlights of address; 

There has been a significant change in the membership trends for this Grand Jurisdiction during the past year.  We 

have welcomed some 56 new members into our councils.  This is the highest number in the last 20 years and has given 

us a net increase of 29.  This year also saw no decrease in membership due to suspensions which is most encouraging. 

 
FLORIDA:  
Proceedings of the Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, May 16, 2011 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Howard H. Gardner  

Three Resolutions were presented. 

(1)    A change to the Quorum to allow 6 Select Masters 4 of which are members of that particular Council, but not 

enough to open in ritualistic form, then a “Business Communication” may be opened, by declaration, and to act 

for certain limited purpose, including: Authorizing the payment of bills, Setting dates for special events, 

Receiving and acting on petitions for the Degrees, Election of Officers. However, no form of degree work may be 
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performed without opening in ritualistic manner, the required minimum Select Masters. This Resolution was 

adopted. 

(2)    The Grand Recorder salary to be paid in increments set by the Grand Master and in arrears of the period for 

which payment is made. This Resolution was adopted. 

(3)    Notices and Procedure. To provide for Email delivery to fulfill the requirement for Notification and Procedures, 

and in addition the Grand Recorder shall cause a copy of the proposals to be posted on the Grand York Right 

website. This Resolution was adopted. 

 
IOWA:  
Proceedings of the 105

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Portsmouth, May 

12, 2007 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Nathaniel Haley Sawyer 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Councils promote inter visitation to aid them in their presentations and for moral support. They should 

endeavor to look for new blood in doing their degree work. The same Past Masters are still doing the work from the 

last century. How about encouraging some new Officer to do that work. You may be surprised to find out that he can 

do a good job.  

That the York Rite Council continue to develop the Officer Training Program being offered to the Grand Line Officers 

and encourage their support by the members.  

That the Grand Council Super Excellent Master Degree Team continues to do the good work it does. I will continue to 

volunteer my services to directing this endeavor, if it is the wish of the Grand Council.  
 
IOWA:  
Proceedings of the 107

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Cedar Rapids, 

August 7, 2008 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Larry L. Klemme 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

My message throughout this year has been that York Rite Masons should be mentors not only to their fellow York Rite 

Companions, but also to Brother Masons in their Lodges. 
 

MAINE: 
Proceedings of the 156

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, South Portland, 

April 23, 2010  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Robert Joseph Melanson 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
I do have one recommendation that I would think would be of benefit to the Grand Council that being the Councils 

contact their Inspecting Officer when they are doing work so the Inspection can take place as soon as possible in the 

year, this would hopefully cut out some winter travel and could save a life and maybe make the Inspection a little more 

enjoyable. 

Proposed Changes to the Constitution 

Change one would be to reduce the number of officers in elective positions to the top three: The Most Illustrious 

Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, the Grand Treasurer and the 

Grand Recorder. This would shorten the commitment required of a man to be a Grand Officer. 

Change two: That no Officer in one of the Council Stations may hold a top office in any of the other York Rite Bodies. 

This is to prevent Officers from dividing their time and not being able to properly use their time in respect to Grand 

Council. 

 

MICHIGAN:  
Proceedings of the 149

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Pontiac, August 

16, 2007 
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Most Illustrious Grand Master Warren A. Caruss 

 

EDICTS AND DECISIONS 

On January 19, 2007, I issued and edict that the words “a constitutional number of Regular Companions” were to be 

used in the obligations of the Royal, Select & Super Excellent Master degree as well as in the questions to the TIM in 

the installation of officers. 

On February 06, 2007, I was asked by the Recorder of Kalamazoo No. 63 if members of the York Rite under the 

Jurisdiction of the Prince Hall Grand Lodge were recognized and if they could sit in Council, and could assistance be 

given to them in forming a Council in Kalamazoo. After seeking advice from the Jurisprudence Committee, I 

discovered that we had long ago recognized the Grand Council, PHA and that assistance could be given. 

 1. That the Grand Council look at ways to revitalize and retain Councils and to build new ones. 

 2. The Grand Council should look into the concept of Council Trustee’s for those Councils that are having 

 severe problems, after the model of the Grand Council of Ontario. 

 3. That the Grand Council continue its efforts in computerizing the business of the Grand Council and seek to 

 publish more electronically. 

        4.That the Grand Master and the Grand Council utilize our website for the dissemination of information and     

 news to a greater extent 

 

 

MICHIGAN:  
Proceedings of the 150

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Kalamazoo, 

August 6, 2009 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Henry L. Seitz 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Continue to seek to establish new Councils, particularly in areas where Cryptic masonry has not been present for a 

while, always working closely with the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in those efforts.  Seek more and better 

ways to make use of advancing technologies to improve our work and reduce expenses, including making forms, the 

law book, manuals and perhaps even the ritual available in digital format, making it easier to update and avoiding the 

high cost of printing.  Complete an updated history of the “150 years of Cryptic Masonry in Michigan.”  While 

festivals will be a necessary part of our near future, strive for the time when each Council can do its own ritual, 

including not only opening and closing, but doing each of the three degrees.  Work toward steady and assured growth 

of the Endowment Fund, recognizing that adverse economic conditions, such as those we are now experiencing, will 

frustrate those efforts time to time. 
 

MICHIGAN:  
Proceedings of the 151

st
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Kalamazoo, 

August 6, 2009 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Anthony M. Chamberlin 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

To continue the creations of a database to enter the State Cryptic membership information into, so that the Annual 

Report may be automated, and updated to the Grand Council on a quarterly basis, with an annual recapitulation. 

That the internet not only to be used by our Councils to receive their Annual Returns but to return them to the Grand 

Recorder, with the check and other signed documents being sent by regular mail. The internet is one way to make our 

Grand Council more accessible to the coming generations. 

Continue the visitations with our Sister Jurisdictions, so that we may witness degree work conferred in other Grand 

Jurisdictions. 

Continue to stress to all of our Councils the need to do our ritualistic work from memory and to put the rituals aside. 

Our ritual is the foundation on which our Councils are built. A serious appreciation and understanding of what we are 

imparting to the candidate is essential to make it work. The officers must seriously enlist the candidates in a joint 

exploration of the ceremonies and their meaning for us here and now. We must properly understand the lessons our 

rituals impart, we must never tire of the opportunity to communicate them to the uninitiated and promote such an 

understanding. To establish a level of ritual competency within our Councils by requiring all Councils of this Grand 
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Council to confer the Royal Master and Select Master Degrees upon a petitioner for these degrees at least once during 

the Cryptic year. 

 

MICHIGAN:  
Proceedings of the 152

nd
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Bay City, August 

19, 2010 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Brian K. Himes 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  
Continue developing and revisiting the five year plan. We must always be planning or the future. 

Continue the practice of visiting as many Council’s as possible. It is the only way we truly know how the Councils are 

doing. 

That every companion in this jurisdiction purchases a Life Membership in the General Grand Council Cryptic Masons 

International at a cost of $10.00 per person before the cost doubles at the next Triennial. 

That legislation is introduced to discontinue the practice of allowing Councils to hold joint meetings where a Council 

can be opened by declaration. This practice has diluted our Councils ability to perform the ritualistic opening and 

closing ceremonies. 

Now that the new ritual is available concentrate on an informative training program for the Arch Deputies. 

In the name of Unity within the York Rite; that each Companion that is a Sir Knight, appeal to the Grand 

Commandery Officers to stop the practice of holding their committee meetings during the time that this Grand Council 

is in Session. 

 
NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Proceedings of the 147

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Portsmouth, May 

10, 2008 

Most Illustrious Grand Master William Frank Curtis 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Grand Council of New Hampshire continues to strive for the best quality of ritual in our degrees. That we 

continue to work with our Grand Royal Arch Chapter and Grand Commandery to promote good harmony in the 

business of the York Rite. That we support our Grand Lodge and our Most Worshipful Grand Master in every task that 

he asks us to accomplish as Masons. 30  

That, knowing that our membership is derived from the Symbolic Lodge, we should return to our Blue Lodges and let 

the Brethren know about York Rite Masonry. That the Grand Council and the Super Excellent Master Degree Team 

continue to confer this degree on all our Council Companions. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Proceedings of the 148

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Manchester, 

April 18, 2009 

Most Illustrious Grand Master William Frank Curtis 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Grand Council of New Hampshire continues to strive for the best quality of ritual in our degrees. That we 

continue to work with our Grand Royal Arch Chapter and Grand Commandery to promote good harmony in the 

business of the York Rite. That we support our Grand Lodge and our Most Worshipful Grand Master in every task that 

he asks us to accomplish as Masons. That, knowing that our membership is derived from the Symbolic Lodge, we 

should return to our Blue Lodges and let the Brethren know about York Rite Masonry. That the Grand Council and the 

Super Excellent Master Degree Team continue to confer this degree on all our Council Companions.  

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Proceedings of the 149

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Lancaster, April 

18, 2009 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Harold M. Chase Jr. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Grand Council of New Hampshire continues to strive for the best quality of ritual in our degrees. That we 

continue to work with our Grand Royal Arch Chapter and Grand Commandery to promote good harmony in the 

business of the York Rite. 

That we support our Grand Lodge and our Most Worshipful Grand Master in every task that he asks us to accomplish 

as Masons. That, knowing that our membership is derived from the Symbolic Lodge, we should return to our Blue 

Lodges and let the Brethren know about York Rite Masonry. That the Grand Council and the Super Excellent Master 

Degree Team continue to confer this degree. 

Finally Companions we need to get a better handle on our Visitation Dates, Only the MIGM or the Visiting Officer 

can approve changes to dates established at the planning session and the program should remain the same, If you need 

to do Degree work other than what is on the schedule, you need Dispensation from the MIGM. 

 
NORTH CAROLINA: 
Proceedings of the 134

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Hickory, March 

21, 2011  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Dennis R. Block 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommend the continuing use of the DVD York Rite in Freemasonry in NC Blue Lodges. 

Recommend the local York Rite Councils consider serving a lavish dinner served by Companions in costume.  Call it 

“Solomon’s Feast” served in a private apartment of King Solomon by candle light.  Invite members of the Blue Lodge. 

Recommend the local Councils call each of the Companions on the NPD list to find out their circumstances.  

 

NORTH DAKOTA: 
Proceedings of the 156

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Fargo, March 27, 

2010  

Most Illustrious Grand Master James V. Acker  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is a malady of Masonry today that so few Masons seem to be filling so many positions. We find Companions in 

more than one line at a time; even more than one Grand Line. And with many bodies having their own agendas, more 

especially in this locality where three jurisdictions are within but a few miles of each other, demands on time pile up. I 

would now like to reflect on the state of Cryptic Masonry and the rest of Freemasonry, both here and in the world at 

large. The Cryptic Rite is at the end of a long supply line. We cannot greet new Companions unless they come to us 

from the Royal Arch, and the Capitular Rite is dependent upon Master Masons choosing to seek further light in 

Masonry in the York bodies. And the inventory of Master Masons depends on men choosing of their own free will and 

accord to become Masons. All of us know the circumstances of membership decline in Ancient Craft Masonry, which 

is our foundation stone. 

We must increase our efforts as Cryptic Masons to encourage Royal Arch Masons to obtain the light we have to offer 

in our beautiful degrees and not ignore this rite while seeking knowledge in other parts of Freemasonry. We are all 

also Royal Arch Masons ourselves and owe that Rite the duty of enticing Master Masons to continue their search for 

learning there. I believe that the Capitular Rite has more to offer than just the usual facile claim of providing what was 

promised but not given in the Lodge: The secrets of Masonry are far more profound than a simple word or two or grip 

that accompanies them. We, as Cryptic Masons, have the additional degrees that give us the tools to understand the 

meanings of the earlier rites better, and I have expounded some of those in the opening section of this talk. 

And we must find ways to make Masonry the desirable institution it was fifty years ago, when Lodges could not hold 

raisings fast enough to accommodate all the decent young men who knocked at our doors. In those days, a Master 

Mason was not something just anyone could hope to be. Masons were the pillars of the community. Hundreds of 

fraternal organizations were formed in the 19
th

 century for men not good enough to pass the ballot in a Masonic Lodge. 

If you were a Mason, everyone knew your word was good, your business was honest, your children were raised right. 

Today, we are in Babylonian Exile. We have hung our harps on the trees, sat down, and sing no more but only think of 

the days before our decline. Unlike our ancient Brethren, no malign force has carried us away from our Temple and 

City and destroyed our sacred treasures. We have allowed mere time and neglect to accomplish what our enemies 

could not. We have permitted our meetings to become boring recitations of committee reports and bills. We have 
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tolerated a Masonry that does not teach Masonry – its philosophy, symbolism, and learning. No wonder we cannot get 

men to put down the TV remote control and petition. No wonder those who pay dues do not bother to come to Lodge, 

Chapter, or Council! And yet, we know there remains an emptiness in that human life which fills its time with passive 

entertainment instead of direct human interaction. Men (and their families) need to be with other people. We have the 

answer to the feeling of disconnectedness in our society…but people do not know we have that answer. 

Each of us is a Royal Arch Mason; each of us knows what needs to be done. We need to travel over a difficult road 

from our Exile and labor strenuously when we come close to our goal, perhaps without knowing exactly what the 

fruits of our labors shall be. But if we believe the truth of what is symbolically taught in our ritual, we know that effort 

and reward are two sides of the same coin. 

In other words, we must begin to act again like Masons. We must not rely on others to do the work. We must not be 

content with the status quo. We must make every effort to make our Fraternity and our particular Rite an interesting, 

active, and desirable place to be. No Mason should stay home because meetings of a body he belongs to are boring; he 

should take action to see that they are exciting and enjoyable instead. No Mason should look to the Grand Master or 

Master to have the answers for him or to keep him entertained. Every Master Mason is as much of a Mason as it is 

possible to be, and the power to change Masonry for the better is in the hands of every one of us. King Solomon did 

not build the Temple alone for the benefit of an idle populace; he had 153,302 masons to help him. 

What does the Grand Master expect of the Master of a constituent Council? Only that he do the job he was installed 

for: Plan a year of interest to his Companions, provide good stewardship of the assets of his Council, and master the 

ritual of the Rite. I was most disappointed to hear it offered as criticism that a Council could have increased its 

membership but for a degree festival not having been held. It is the responsibility of every Council to be able to confer 

the degrees when it chooses or desires to do so! Perhaps it may wish to request assistance from one or two expert 

Companions if it needs to. But those passing through the line should view it as their duty to learn the ritual of the 

degrees, as well as that of opening and closing, as they pass through the various stations. The ritual of this Rite in this 

jurisdiction is short, compared to such others as the Master Mason’s Lecture, or the work of the Principal Sojourner. 

You can do it. The title "Illustrious" should mean more than time served; no one is expected to be another King 

Solomon or Zerubbabel, but anyone who undertakes an obligation in Masonry should endeavor to discharge it to the 

best of his ability. Relying on a printed ritual or on others to do your work is not what Masonry is about. 

 

OAKLAHOMA: 
Proceedings of the 117

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, April 29, 2011  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Troy Elgin Shipman  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

We must challenge ourselves to use our imagination and initiative to develop ways to improve the status of Cryptic 

Masonry.  

 

OHIO: 
Proceedings of the 181

st
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Sandusky, 

October 3-5, 2010  

Most Illustrious Grand Master William E. Laughlin  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Need to continue programs that we have used over the last 3 years. 

2. Recommend to continue to discourage the combining of Masonic Bodies and continue to push for the 

advancement of leadership in our councils. 

3. We need to push hard on our new programs being introduced. 

4. To continue by all means the heart of our Cryptic Rite.  Our C.E.L.L. program. 

5. To continue to encourage our membership of the importance of our Diabetic Kids [program]. 

6. To continue to support our Youth Groups as these are our future. 

7. To continue the Community Service and awareness programs in our communities. 

8. To continue to work on Fundraising campaigns to relieve the financial burden of our Councils. 

9. Finally I recommend that before we make hasty changes to take the time to assess what the problem is. 
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ONTARIO: 
Proceedings of the 107

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Gananoque, May 

25-27, 2007  

Most Illustrious Grand Master David P. Hardie 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Several of the following have been undertaken and have an ongoing implication. Combined with the report on Vision 

above, these will provide my successor, when added to his own hopes and visions, with ample fodder for a busy term 

of office. 

That a booklet of instruction for each job description be compiled expounding in detail not only the constitutional 

descriptions but items normally taken for granted as being part of that respective position. 

That each year a meeting be held at Grand Council among the officers and the Grand Lecturer to help with the former 

and to assist in forming a tighter bond between the Principal Officers and other members of Grand Council executive. 

That we look at ways to increase membership including Council Days where we invite members of the Chapters to 

come and enjoy fellowship. Using brochures which have an application form attached or included can help in getting 

the information to Companions who would be eligible for membership. 

To set up a forum whereby we might encourage excellence in ritual work. Such a vision might include        levels of 

proficiency, Medals of Merit, etc. 

That steps be undertaken to make the ad hoc committee concerning Grand Reps a standing committee    of Grand 

Council reporting to a Chairman. 

That we as a Grand Council help the constituent Councils to form greater ties and visitations. Such things as a 

Travelling Trowel for each District or Council. Commemorative Days (celebration of the date of warranting) may be 

ways to accomplish this. 

Each Council set up a Vision Statement reflecting their purpose as a Council of Cryptic Masons and their goals as a 

viable Council. Every successful organization has a Vision Statement, motto etc. by which they govern their activities. 

That the Grand Council authorize the Committee on Constitution to review and update the constitution especially in 

light of our having moved to a two year term of office for the GM, GDM, GPCW, and the GIG’s. 

 
ONTARIO: 
Proceedings of the 108

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, St. Catherines, 

May 23-25, 2008  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Bryan S. Cunningham 

 
Highlights of address; 

Membership has shown a net loss of 24 companions for a total of 1163 members. We initiated 44 new members. 

However, 18 were given demits, 11 were suspended and 38 died. We have no control over those who have gone to 

their final resting place. But for the others, we have to ask ourselves – ―What are we doing wrong? There are many 

good programs and books available. Each council has its own particular problems and strength which should be 

assessed. Members of this Grand Council are available to assist and offer suggestions. However, this is the 

responsibility of the Thrice Illustrious Master. In order to rejuvenate interest in attendance, one must make meetings 

attractive, as something to be enjoyed, and not something to be endured. 

 
ONTARIO: 
Proceedings of the 109

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Sandusky, May 

22-24, 2009  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Bryan S. Cunningham 

 
Highlights of address; 

As you know, masonry makes good men better. Therefore its purpose is self-improvement. That is, in the intellectual, 

moral and philosophic sense of developing ones whole being. If we trip and fall, we pick ourselves up dust ourselves 

off and carry on with the aim to develop ourselves as a good citizen and as a man with a good moral foundation. 

Sustaining or slightly increasing our membership is crucial to our existence. Much Masonic light can be learned from 

our rituals. However, we are not a degree factory. Please take time to have fun at your meetings. 
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OREGON: 
Proceedings of the 124

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Canyonville, 

April 9, 2010  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Stanley C. Miller 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Each of the Councils should continue to confer their own Degrees and/or at least walk though them once annually to 

maintain the proficiency of the craft. To this end, they need to meet at least twice quarterly to maintain their 

proficiency in opening and closing their assemblies with rituals closed. 

 
PENNSYLVANIA: 
Proceedings of the 164

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Grantville, April 

27, 2010  

Most Puissant Grand Master Douglas Crum 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
I issued 3 Decisions during this Cryptic year dealing with;  

Wearing of the Cryptic Mason of the Year Neck Jewel  

Change in Cryptic Mason of the Year Qualifications  

E-mailing notices to Grand Council Officers  

 

One Decision was issued to aid the Councils and the Illustrious Companions in selecting well deserved candidates for 

the Cryptic Mason of the Year Award. One Decision was to clarify when the Cryptic Mason of the Year Neck Jewel 

can be worn, and the final Decision was help reduce the Councils in their postage and monthly mailing costs. 

 
SCOTLAND: 
Proceedings of the Special Meeting of Supreme Committee held at Freemasons Hall, Edinburgh, March 20, 

2010 

Most Excellent Companion J.A. Fraser 

 
NOTE: The Grand Chapter of Scotland meets and recognizes Councils in their realm; there is no Grand Council 

session.  We received the reports of their Half Yearly Convocations of June 18
th

 and December 17
th

 2010. 

 

TEXAS: 
Proceedings of the 103

rd
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Waco, October 

19-20, 2009  

Most Illustrious Grand Master J. Weldon Clampitte 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
At the beginning of this past Cryptic Year, I only hoped that we would improve the position of our craft and become a 

more recognized and viable body. I am sorry to say that I cannot see where this has happened. 

I wanted to see the Companions take their offices more seriously and do what they swore they would do when 

installed in them. To a large extent this has not occurred. Sloppy work and a lack of a positive attitude in far too many 

areas are hampering the ability of the craft to take the Council work more seriously. As a result, Cryptic Masonry in 

Texas is not doing as well as I would like to see it.  

So far, we have closed one Council, moved one over a hundred miles from its original home, others have also had to 

move while a few others are looking real weak as far as I can tell in my Deputy reports. Attendance has waned. Far too 

often the installed officers and leaders do not even show up for meetings, knowing that it is their responsibility to be 

there. Several problems exist within our ranks. 

Problem 1: Far too many companions are not even learning the simple parts in opening and closing their Assemblies, 

in their installed positions as they swore they would during the installation. All officers take an oath to perform their 

respective duty when they are installed. Why are many ignoring the oath that they took on with the holy writings?  

Problem 2: At many Councils, the attendance is barely enough to open with five regular members. 
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Problem 3: Our degree work is not always up to par. At Festivals and at a few Councils, the work is going fine but in 

too many other instances, the work is being either read to candidates or recited poorly. 

Problem 4: Companions are going through the chairs in far too many instances just to have the title of Past Thrice 

Illustrious Master to add to their Masonic Resume. 

Problem 5: We are not following the rules in respect to legally electing Candidates to the Cryptic Degrees. It is 

supposed to be at Stated Assemblies in a timely manner. Sometimes, I am not sure that some are even being elected at 

all. Remember, a letter must be sent to the host Chapter and Council holding festivals advising them that you have 

elected candidates to receive the degrees and furnish their names. No letter, no degrees. 

I feel that the time has come to suggest and recommend to our incoming Grand Master that he join with the incoming 

Grand High Priest and investigate the possibility of having the Committee on Work check into producing a quality 

film of our Chapter and Council Degrees for future use, as the remaining ritualists pass from our ranks. This is a 

drastic step but it may be the only way we can preserve our degree work for prosperity. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 5 

Referred to Committee on Purposes and Policies 

Whereas; The Companions of the Cryptic Rite under the jurisdiction of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 

Masters of Texas deserve to know all of the relevant education, leadership and management skills and other related 

information or abilities of those seeking elected office in this Grand Council, so they may better choose the most 

qualified candidate, and 

Whereas; there is a current section in the Grand Council Constitution that address statements of availability, but this 

article does not provide an opportunity for candidates to list their relevant education, leadership and management 

skills, and other related information or abilities, 

Now therefore Be It Resolved: that Article VII Eligibility Section 1 (a) of the Constitution of the Grand Council of 

Royal and Select Masters of Texas be amended to read as follows with the new text in bold italics: 

Section 1(a) Availability. Any eligible member of this Grand Council desiring to serve in any elected office as 

provided in the Constitution and Laws of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Texas may, on or before 

the fifteenth day of July preceding each annual Assembly, file with the Grand Recorder a “Statement of Availability” 

for such office; containing a resume of his service to his Councils or Councils in which he holds or has held 

membership; his service to this Grand Council; and a photo, if available.  

The Companion seeking elected office may additionally include other information he feels relevant to be 

considered, in order to properly document and communicate his qualifications, education, leadership and 

management abilities as well as other information by providing answers to questions listed in a Statement of 

Availability Questionnaire including but not limited to the following: 

Statement of Availability Questionnaire 

Why do you want to be elected the Grand Officer Line of the Most Illustrious Grand Council of Royal and 

Select Masters of Texas? 

Write a vision statement for the betterment of Cryptic Masonry in Texas while you are serving if elected to the 

Grand Officer Line? 

What are your educational qualifications? Include all college degrees and graduate course work: 

What are your leadership qualifications? Include any verifiable training programs for Capitular Masonry, any 

programs from any political subdivision of the government including any branch of the military or programs 

from private industry: 

List any significant leadership and management experience: 

List any significant leadership or management projects you have developed and brought to completion: 

In accordance with the general provisions of Article 319 of the Grand Council Constitution, and related moral 

activities, please answer the following: 

Since becoming a Master Mason, a Royal Arch Mason, and further a Companion in the Cryptic Rite, have you 

been indicted, charged, arrested, or convicted of a felony or a crime or moral turpitude?  

(A) Do you use profane language? 

(B) Have you ever lied in order to advance yourself in any branch of Freemasonry or to intentionally harm the 

reputation of any Council Mason? 

(C) At any time have you ever sold illegal drugs?  

(D) At any time have you ever owned or been employed in a business that sold intoxicating liquor, thereby 

having helped to poison the moral fabric of society?  

(E) At any time have you ever been in any business that promoted, participated in, or permitted prostitution?  
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If so list the circumstances to any of the above questions:  

Such “Statement of Availability” Shall be printed and forwarded by the Grand Recorder to all constituent Councils 

along with all Resolutions and/or Recommendations as required by this Grand Council. However, this Grand Council 

may elect any eligible member whether or not he has previously submitted such statement of availability, provided that 

he verbally answer any questions pertaining to his criminal history education, leadership and management skill, and 

ability or related experience, before the Grand Council when so called for by any eligible voting member of this Grand 

Council prior to elections being conducted. 

 
TEXAS: 
Proceedings of the 104

th
 
 
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Waco, October 

18, 2010  

Most Illustrious Grand Master Larry G. Canada and Most Illustrious Acting Grand Master James D. Manley 

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Larry G. Canada  

Although there are several indications of improvement, the current State of the Order is still tenuous, at best. In 

reviewing the reports of the District Deputies, I found many positive aspects of the current State of Cryptic Masonry in 

Texas. For example, many Councils are enjoying excellent attendance on a regular basis, participate in public 

functions and provide York Rite information programs to Blue Lodges and other bodies. Several festivals have greeted 

as many as twenty (20) or more new members.  

Regrettably, some of our Councils are having a difficult time and may face merger or demise. While a reduction in the 

number of Councils is not preferred, it may well be inevitable. If it is inevitable, we must work to make the process 

orderly and inclusive of whatever positive impact may be possible. We must also challenge ourselves to use our 

imagination and initiative to develop ways to improve the status of Cryptic Masonry in Texas. Remember, 

improvement will not come to fruition with the efforts of one or two lone workers. If it is to be, it will be due to the 

combined efforts of everyone. I challenge each of you to have the courage and vision to improve the overall condition 

of our Cryptic Rite. 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL ADDRESS OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS ACTING GRAND MASTER  
Most Illustrious Acting Grand Master James D. Manley 

 

As the acting Grand Master, it is my honor and privilege to welcome each of you to the one hundred and fourth 

(104th) annual assembly of Royal and Select Masters of Texas. To our honorable guests from other jurisdictions, we 

offer you a warm and hardy TEXAS welcome. To our distinguished guests from Texas, welcome, and thank you for 

your dedication and sacrifice to our great fraternity.  

I ask all of you to keep our Illustrious Grand Master, Larry Gene Canada, in your prayers. Larry is still in the 

Brookhaven Nursing Center in Carrolton. Sadly, we are not seeing much progress in his condition and I urge you to 

please remember Larry and his family in your prayers each day. 

 

There are many areas of the state where we need to energize the Councils to have programs to keep the membership 

involved and have more regional schools of instructions to teach the degree work. I have been handing out petitions at 

every lodge I have been to. This next year, I plan to visit more Councils in our state and try my best to energize the 

membership. 

 

VERMONT: 
Proceedings of the 156

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Killington, June 

8, 2010 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Douglas K. Boardman  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
It is my recommendation, my personal opinion that weaker Councils affiliate or consolidate with other Councils to 

strengthen Cryptic Masonry in the State of Vermont. 
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WASHINGTON: 
Proceedings of the 114

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Wenatchee, May 

23, 2009 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Bryan Douglas Belcher  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The Grand Council of Washington should consider providing awards above and beyond the two awards 

General Grand Council has available. 

2. A representative should be appointed to act as a liaison between Grand Council of Washington and the 

CMMRF. 

3. I encountered some Councils who had had candidates waiting for the degrees, some up to two years.  This is 

not acceptable. 

4. While we have no control over the GAOTU calling our Companions home, we do have the ability to help 

reduce the number of people dropping.  We need to find out why Companions joined and no longer attend 

and work to find ways of having them attend once again. 

5. A notebook should be prepared for the Grand Illustrious Master to use so he can be better prepared for his 

year.  Information could include: dispensations, representatives, appointments, etc. 

 
WASHINGTON: 
Proceedings of the 116

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters, Arlington, May 

16, 2011 

Most Illustrious Grand Master R. Dale Fluaitt 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Something needs to be done about the duties and reports of the Masters of the Arches.  It states clearly in our 

Constitution and Masters of the Arches handbook what their responsibilities are.   

 

This Grand Jurisdiction has a resolution for a six man opening and is as stated;  

 

Whereas: Sec. 10.04 B.L. states, “A Council is composed of at least six(6) Companions duly assembled but no 

six-man opening ritual has been authorized, nor is there any guidance as to which stations the six Companions 

are to occupy. 

 

THEREFORE: BE IT RESOLVED THAT: A six-man opening ritual be adopted, as attached to this resolution 

as Exhibit A.  This six-man opening ritual is exactly like the current authorized Select Master Opening Ritual, 

except the words for the Treasurer and Recorder stations have  been omitted, and there are a few corrections 

that we already use in this Grand Jurisdiction.   

Since no specific ritual is specified in the Grand Council Constitution and By Laws, but only that the ritual is 

provided by the Grand Council, there would be no change to the Constitution and By Laws. 

 
REPORTS FROM GRAND REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Of the Grand Councils with who we are in amity, we have 43 accredited Grand Representatives, as of this writing.  A 

questionnaire was sent out earlier this year to assist them.  Responses were received from 20 of those Grand 

Representatives.   Most know their responsibilities, their counterpart and are in touch with them. 
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Report of Jurisprudence and By-Laws Review Committee 

 

June 30, 2011 

 

The Committee Recommends the approval of the merger of Bath Council No. 40 

into Hornellsville Council No.35. The Bath Council agreed to accept the present 

By-Laws, Financial structure and officers of Hornellsville Council. 

 

We congratulates the Grand Master on the starting of a Council in Lebanon, under 

dispensation. 

 

We will not consider the By-Laws changes of Adoniram Council No. 36, due to 

untimely submission. They were submitted the day before this report was due, so 

the committee members could not review them. 

 

MI E. William Whittaker, Chairman 

MI Victor S. Versace 

RI Richard M. Clark 

RI John R. Patterson, Jr. 
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July 19, 2011 
 
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE 
 
Most Illustrious Grand Master, Grand Council Officers and Companions All: 
 
The Website Committee would like to report that our website has been kept up-to-
date throughout the year. The site has been an effective communication tool for 
Cryptic Masonry in this state and beyond. The website still gets great reviews 
from those who use it for its simplicity of format and content. Yet the website is 
still under-utilized by the Districts and their respective Councils and/or District 
Deputy Grand Masters and Assistant Grand Lecturers. We had hoped that 
postings from these entities would have increased this year but it has not 
materialized.  This year the Cryptic Corner Newsletter was added to the site. 
 
It is the hope of the Website Committee to implement a Statewide York Rite 
Calendar page or provide a link on our website to one in the near future. The 
purpose of this is to facilitate communication and knowledge about events and 
happenings of other NY State Masonic Bodies in hopes of avoiding conflicts and 
to promote together the furtherance of Freemasonry in general and York Rite in 
particular throughout this great State of ours.  
 
Respectively Submitted, 
On Behalf of the Committee 

MICharles M. Roberts, PMIGM, Website Committee Chairman 
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THE GRAND COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
188th Annual Assembly, Owego, New York 

August 20, 2011 

 

ANNUAL NECROLOGY REPORT 
 

     Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Illustrious Grand Master, 

Distinguished East and Companions all. Once again we have assembled to 

pay a final tribute of love and esteem for our departed Companions listed on 

the last page of this report. 

     The Grand Chaplains are honored to have the privilege of leading this 

Grand Assembly in a final memorial tribute to their memories and whose lives 

are inseparably linked to ours by solemn and binding obligations entered into 

before the Holy Altar of Freemasonry.  Our Companions' deaths do not release 

us, nor would we be absolved from the duties imposed upon us by these 

obligations. 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

     Presiding Grand Chaplain: My Companions, for what purpose are we 

assembled? 

     All Companions Present: To honor the memory of those Companions 

whom death has taken from us; to contemplate our own approaching death, 

and by remembrance of immortality, to raise our souls above the 

consideration of this transitory existence. 

     Presiding Grand Chaplain: Companions, what sentiments should inspire 

us on occasions like the present? 

     All Companions Present: Calm sorrow for the absence of our 

Companions who have gone before us; earnest solicitude for our own eternal 

welfare, and a firm faith and reliance upon the wisdom and goodness of the 

Great Architect of the Universe. 

     Presiding Grand Chaplain: My Companions, in commending these 

sentiments to your earnest consideration, let us invoke the assistance of the 

Grand Architect of the Universe for this Memorial Service. 
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OPENING PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN  "Be Still, My Soul 

 

     1.  Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. 

         Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

         Leave to your God to order and provide; 

         In every change God faithful will remain. 

         Be still my soul: your best, your heavenly Friend 

         Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

    2.   Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 

         To guide the future, as in ages past. 

         Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

         All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

         Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 

         the Christ Who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

   3.    Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

         When we shall be forever  with the Lord,. 

         When disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

         Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 

         Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 

         All safe and blessed we shall meet at last 

 

SCRIPTURE LESSON - Psalm 30 

 

HOMILY  

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
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*CLOSING HYMN  "Abide With Me" 

   1.  Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 

  the darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

       When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

  help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

   2.  Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 

  earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away; 

        Change and decay in all around I see;  

 O Thou Who changest not, abide with me. 

   3.  I need Thy presence every passing hour.  

 What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 

      Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 

 Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 

   4.  I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;  

 Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

      Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

  I triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 

   5.  Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

 shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 

      Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; 

 in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Grand Chaplains of the Grand Council of the State of New York 
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THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED: 

 

Columbia Council No. 1: Rev. Herbert Groce, Edward J. Harrald 

Adelphic Council No. 7: Charles Grant, PMIGM 

Rotica Council No. 12: Edward Deal, Louis Geer Jr., Manfred Liehs 

Central City Council No. 13: Harold Chapman, Frank Polchlopek 

Bloss DeWitt Clinton Council No. 14:Lew O. Fletcher, Robert Gay 

King Hiram Council No. 18:  Jack Hilyer (Dual 75) 

Doric Council No. 19:  Roy E. VanDelinder Jr., Lloyd Walker 

Dunkirk Council No. 25: Lee T. Adams 

Palmyra Council No. 26: Gary H. Bliss 

Ahwaga Council No. 30:  Ivan Allis, Elliot Blauvelt Sr. 

Adoniram Council No. 36: John A. Kiefer, Reginald Walker, Colin Williams 

Fulton Council No. 50: John Castle, Charles Hall 

Peekskill Council No. 55: Paul Edwards, Grand Historian 

St. George’s Council No. 74: Charles Wood 

Skoi Yase Council No. 75: William Cross, Jack Hilyer, William Marsh 

Suffolk Council No. 76: Edward Harrold Jr., Frank Horbert Sr.,  

         Milton Martelack, Charles Raymond. 

Oneonta Council No. 87:  Arthur Jenkins Jr., Donald Short, Wesley Wilson 

Hamburg Council No. 91: Irwin Cole Stickle 
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OPERATING FUND 2010/2011 
 

 

BALANCE  August 1, 2010     11,517.05 

      

INCOME      

      

   R-1    Dues 24,739.00     

   R-2    Fees      450.00     

   R-3    Permanent Funds               0     

   R-4    Miscellaneous  15,370.36    40,559.36 

      

     52,076.41 

      

DISBURSEMENTS      

      

   A-1    Annual Assembly 13,784.20     

   A-2    Annual Proceedings   2,317.27                

      

   B-1    Grand Master’s Expense   3,510.84     

   B-2    Grand Master’s Apron & Jewel      350.00     

   B-3    Grand Lecturer’s Expense      692.00     

   B-4    Grand Officers’ Expense   2,100.00     

      

   C-1    Grand Recorder’s Salary   2,000.00     

   C-2    Grand Treasurer’s Salary   1,000.00     

   C-3    Office Expense   4,000.00     

   C-4    Taxes               0     

   C-5    Mileage & Travel    1,919.27     

      

   D-1    Supplies   3,615.77     

   D-2    Printing        21.95     

   D-3    Postage      798.33     

   D-4    Telephone      236.00     

   D-5    Equipment Purchase & Repair        70.95     

   D-6    Insurance & Bonding      126.00     

      

   E-1    General Grand Council Per Capita    1,358.70     

   E-2    General Grand Triennial Fund                0     

   E-3    Regalia                0     

   E-4    History Fund                0     

   E-5    Miscellaneous    1,957.04    39,858.32 

      

BALANCE  July 31, 2011     12,218.09 

      

      

Respectfully submitted, 

Donald Harrison 
M.   . I.   . Donald Harrison, 

Grand Treasurer 
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ESCROW FUNDS 2010/2011 

 
 S-1 Rituals – Constitutions – Guides – Ish Sodi – Awards 

               S-2 Regalia Fund 

               S-3 Triennial Fund 

                             S-4 Equipment Purchase & Repair Fund 

               S-5 History Fund 

 

     _________S-1        S-2     S-3            S-4         S-5            Totals 

       Balance June 30, 2010   7,237.35    1,072.56  70.37       1,988.41    1,331.12                    11,699.81 

 

 Income               991.40                      0                     0                                 0                         0                         991.40 

 

 Interest                          3.50                        .46                  .12                            1.05                      .70                             5.83 

                                                           8,228.75               1,073.02              70.49                    1,989.46              1,331.82                    12,697.04 

 

             Disbursements                     (5,500.00)                          0                     0                                 0                          0                   (5,500.00) 

 

      Balance June 30, 2011                 2,732.25               1,073.02              70.49                     1,989.46               1,331.82                    7,197.04 

 

 

 

 

            

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donald Harrison  
 

M:. I:. Donald Harrison 

                            Grand Treasurer  
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GRAND COUNCIL OPERATING FUND BUDGET  2011 – 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Budget Actual Budget   

Income  10-11 10-11 11-12   

R-1 Dues 18,750 24,739     23,200   

R-2 Fees 250 450 300   

R-3 Permanent Fund 7,325 0 3,900   

R-4 Miscellaneous 150 15,370 150   

 TOTALS 26,475 40,559 27,550   

       

Disbursements      

A-1 Annual Assembly 4,500 13,784 4,500   

A-2 Annual Proceedings 2,500 2,317 2,500   

       

B-1 Grand Master's Expense 3,850 3,510 4,000   

B-2 Grand Master's Apron & Jewel 860 350 2,500   

B-3 Grand Lecturer's Expense 700           700                                                                                                                                                                                                                             700   

B-4 Grand Officers' Expense 2,450 2,100 2,450   

       

C-1 Grand Recorder's Salary 2,000 2,000 2,000   

C-2 Grand Treasurer's Salary 1,000 1,000 1,000   

C-3 Office Expense  4,000 4,000 4,000   

C-4 Taxes  400 0 400   

C-5 Mileage & Travel      1000 1,919 1500   

       

D-1 Supplies 500 3,616 500   

D-2 Printing 100 22 500   

D-3 Postage 325           798 500   

D-4 Telephone 200 236 200   

D-5 Eqmt. Purchase & Repair 150 71 150   

D-6 Insurance & Bonding 115 126 125   

       

E-1 Gen. Grand Council per capita    1,250                                      1,359 1,450   

E-2 General Grand Triennial Fund 300 300 300   

E-3 Regalia - New York 50 0 50   

E-4 History Fund 50 0 50   

E-5 Miscellaneous 175 1,957 175   

 TOTALS 26,475 40,158 27,550   
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To The Grand Council: 

 

The Committee on Finance & Accounts – Budget has held its required 

meeting to complete the Budget and review the accounts. We find that 

all is in order. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

MI Donald Harrison, PGM, Grand Treasurer, Chairman 

RI Richard C. Anderson, GPCW 

RI George Whitmer, DGM 

RI Leonard W. Mason, GC of the G 

MI Joseph P. Pozefsky, PGM, Grand Recorder 

MI E. William Whittaker, PGM 
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GRAND TRUSTEES REPORT ON THE PERMANENT FUNDS 

OF GRAND COUNCIL FOR THE CURRENT CRYPTIC YEAR 2010-2011  
 

Most Illustrious Grand Master, Grand Line Officers and Companions All: 
 

The Grand Trustees of Grand Council submit the following written Annual Report on the funds in the 

Permanent Funds of the Grand Council of the State New York for the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 Cryptic Years. 

These reports look at the true picture of the funds based on their quarterly returns for these periods. We move 

that the 2009-2010 Annual Report due to mathematical errors as reported in the 187
th

 Annual Proceedings be 

amended and approved as attached, along with the report of the 2010-2011 and both be spread in full in the 

proceedings of this 188
th

 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of the State of New York. We also recommend 

that the Savings Account at Chase Bank be closed and the funds in that account be transferred to the Checking 

Account of the Grand Council under the auspices of the Grand Treasurer. 
 

PERMANENT FUND 

PERMANENT FUND BALANCE on June 30, 2010:     $87,417.17  
 

INCOME/REVENUE    Gains & 

   American High-Income Trust Class A Funds Dividends Shares Fund Value 

 July – September 2010 – 1
st
 Quarter $  567.26 2,642.688 ($11.11) $29,360.26 

 October – December 2010 – 2
nd

 Quarter $  737.24 2,708.187 ($11.27) $30,521.27 

         January – March 2011 – 3
rd

 Quarter $  493.49 2,751.047 ($11.50) $31,637.04  

         April – June 2011 – 4
th

 Quarter $  588.49 2,802.265 ($11.40) $31,945.82  

  +$2,386.48 

             June 30, 2011 Fund Value: $31,945.82 
  

  Gains & 

   Putnam Investments High Yield Trust A Dividends Shares Fund Value 

        July – September 2010 – 1
st
 Quarter $1,120.23 8,398.144 ($7.530) $63,238.02 

        October – December 2010 – 2
nd

 Quarter $1,140.42 8,546.765 ($7.740) $66,151.96 

 January – March 2011 – 3
rd

 Quarter $1,160.44 8,694.532 ($7.850) $68,252.08 

         April – June 2011 – 4
th

 Quarter $1,180.44 8,844.742 ($7.800) $68,988.99 

            +$4,601.53  

 June 30, 2011 Fund Value: $68,988.99 
 

PERMANENT FUND BALANCE on Hand as of June 30, 2011:    $100,934.81  

 Chase Bank  
    Beginning Value (6/30/10): $581.75 

    Chase Savings Account + $    1.15 (Interest)  

    Ending Balance (6/30/11) $582.90   

 June 30, 2011 Fund Value: $    582.90 
 

TOTAL REINVEST INCOME FOR THE YEAR FROM FUNDS & SAVINGS: + $6,989.16 
 

DISBURSEMENTS 

There were no disbursements from the Permanent Funds or Savings during this time period.  
 

With the financial market showing signs of continual sharp swings during this past year we still had 

an overall increase of $13,517.64 or 13.39% since our last Grand Council Assembly. Hopefully the 

market will continue to move upward this coming year. Your Trustees recommend that we continue 

the investments as they are and make no necessary changes at this time. We again commend the 

Grand Treasurer and Grand Council Officers for staying within budget and not needing to withdraw 

any funds from the investments for this budget year. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

MICharles M. Roberts, Chairman 

MIEdward P. Fagan Jr. 

MIReuben E. Long  
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VESPERS SERVICE 
Friday, August 19, 2011 

9:15 PM 

  

THE ORGAN PRELUDE 

  

THE CALL TO WORSHIP  
   O come! Let us worship and bow down: let us 
kneel before the Lord, our Maker. Let us worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness; fear before Him, all 
the earth. Let our service be set forth before God as 
incense; and the lifting up of our hands as the 

evening sacrifice. Amen. 
  

*THE OPENING HYMN          "Abide with Me"  
(Stanzas 1-3) 
  

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS      
        First Reading - Exodus 30:22-33 

        Scripture Text - Psalms 133:1-3 
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THE MESSAGE     "THE BLESSINGS OF 
FRATERNAL UNITY" 
                     RI Rev Charles H. Lee 

  

THE COLLECTION  
  (The offering will be donated to the Grand Council 
Charity Fund) 
THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

*THE CLOSING HYMN        "Abide with Me"   
(Stanzas 4-5) 
  

*THE BENEDICTION   
  

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE         
  

                    *Please stand, if able 

  

Other Participants: 
    RI Rev Jose L. Valencia 

    RI Rev Mark D.  Isaacs 

    RW Eric M. Howd (Organist) 
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                               ABIDE WITH ME 

1. Abide with me, fast falls the eventide, 
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O  abide with me. 
  

2. Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see. 
O Thou, who changest not, abide with me. 
  

3. I need Thy presence every passing hour; 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 

Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be 

Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 
  

4. I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless: 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death's sting?  Where. grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if Thou, abide with me. 
  

5. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies: 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows 
flee: 
In life, in earth, O Lord, abide with me. 
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DDGM Report First District 2010 – 2011 

Columbian Council #1 

Columbian Council meets three months of the year, January to March. My Official Visit was postponed 

from the January to the February meeting due to a snow storm. My Official Visit was held on February 

9th, when the Council conferred the Royal Master degree on 12 candidates.  In March, the Council 

conferred the Select Master degree and held elections & installation. In September, the Council 

celebrated their 200th Anniversary with a festive board dinner (attended by approximately 100 members 

and guests) held on Friday evening, September 10th at the Yale Club. The following morning, the Council 

held a formal program with the Grand Master and other members of Grand Council in attendance, 

commemorating the history of Columbian Council and which featured the conferring of the Super 

Excellent Master degree upon worthy Companions. The Council is very strong and is well-supported by 

its members. The Master this past year was Ill. William Thomas, the current Grand Treasurer of Grand 

Lodge. The incoming IM is Ill. Marco Henry, an excellent ritualist. The Recorder and Treasurer have good 

records, and there is a thriving officer line, with several Companions waiting to enter the line. The ritual 

work of the Companions is very good. Columbian Council held a Special Communication in April to 

confer the Royal Master, Select Master and Super Excellent Master degrees on worthy Companions. 

Phoenician Council U.D. 

Phoenician Council U.D. was instituted on March 24, 2011 under Dispensation issued by the Grand 

Master, MI David H. Raymond. On April 29-30, Columbian Council No. 1 held a Special Communication 

to confer the degrees on 14 Companions of Cedars Chapter, RAM from Syria Lebanon. The Grand 

Master, Deputy Grand Master and other Grand Council Officers were present. After receiving the Royal 

and Select Masters Degrees on Friday April 29th, the Grand Master presided over Phoenician Council’s 

First Assembly, and presented the Companions with the Charter for Phoenician Council Under 

Dispensation. The election of the principal officers was held, and the Council Officers were installed in 

due form. After adjoining Columbian Council on the 29th, the Order of Anointed Kings was conferred on 

the Illustrious Master of Phoenician Council U.D., Ill. Razmig Djinbachian, by St. George’s Council of 

Anointed Kings, led by RI Curtis A. Banks and RI James Keane.  After the ceremonies, the companions all 

retired to a local restaurant to celebrate. The following day, Columbian Council resumed its work and 

conferred the Super Excellent Master Degree on the newly greeted companions. Phoenician Council UD 

held its Second Assembly in Lebanon on May 27th, where Bylaws for the Council were formally 

approved.  

Adelphic Council #7 

Adelphic Council meets on 23rd Street. The Master is Ill. Alvaro Quiroga Sanchez, a current Director of 

the Masonic Medical Research Laboratory. I held my Official Visit on October 26th. The Council enacted 

Bylaws changes early in 2011, changing its meeting nights to the Fourth Wednesdays of the month and 

making modest dues & fees changes. This will help with their finances as they will share the night with 

another organization. The Recorder’s and Treasurer’s books are well kept. The Council has several 

leaders that regular attend, including the current Assistant Grand Lecturer VI Spiridon Arkousis, the 
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Recorder RI George Harrison and the Treasurer RI Leon Weinstein. The Council greeted several new 

companions this year. The ritual work is very good, and the Council is healthy and thriving. The Council 

hosted the First District’s Grand Lecturer’s Convention on Wednesday March 23rd. The work of the 

evening for the Grand Lecturer’s Convention, led by the Grand Lecturer, RI Curtis A. Banks, was the 

Super Excellent Master Degree. The IM, AGL and the Companions of Adelphic Council helped to make 

the program well attended and enlightening. 

Adoniram Council #36 

Adoniram Council meets in Advance Temple, Long Island City, Queens. At this time last year, this Council 

was in complete disarray and was dysfunctional after a year-long feud between the Master and the 

Recorder/Treasurer. Since that time, the Council has come back to life. After failing to obtain a quorum 

at last year’s June meeting, the Council held a Special meeting in July, elected a new Illustrious Master, 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, along with a Deputy Master, Principle Conductor of the Work, Recorder and 

Treasurer. A meeting was held in October with Adoniram Council members participating in the ritual. On 

Thursday February 24th, I held my Official Visit and the Council opened and closed using 8 of their own 

members, although the ritual was read. This is better than their last meeting in October, when many of 

the seats were occupied by visitors. Two new Companions were greeted by courtesy with Suffolk 

Council in early February. The new Recorder and Treasurer have updated the checking account 

signatories, although several questions regarding the accounts still need to be resolved. The Recorder 

has struggled to uncover & manage the membership records (and books of the Council). The IM 

personally cleaned up the email list and took charge of the communication notice & mailing. 

Additionally, the IM has donated the collation and obtained membership badges for the members.  The 

members enacted dues and other Bylaws changes (i.e., meeting month’s flexibility) to solidify the 

finances and attendance. Elections were held at the June meeting on Thursday, June 23rd with the DM & 

PCW moving up, the Secretary becoming the PCW and the IM becoming the Recorder. The incoming IM, 

Ill. James Reichman, and all the elected officers seem committed and have ideas to grow and retain 

members. I am hopeful that this Council’s worst days are behind them. The Council still has ‘a ways to go 

yet’ in getting itself together, but I see continued improvement and growth with the assistance of 

DDGM, AGL & other members of the District.   

Suffolk Council #76 

Suffolk Council meets in Sayville, Long Island in Suffolk County NY. My Official Visit was held on Friday 

March 11th. The IM this past year was Ill. Robert Barry. The Council conferred the Royal and Select 

Master degrees on worthy Companions of Suffolk and Adoniram Councils at their February meeting held 

on the 11th. The Grand Master and other members of Grand Council visited the Council at its meeting 

last September and presented Ish Sodi awards to two Companions. The Council is well organized, has 

several active Past IMs and has an active membership. The ritual is very good and there are several past 

and current Grand Council Officers that are active members. The Recorder, Ill. David Ihrig, keeps 

excellent records, and the Treasurer is MI Donald Harrison, past GM. The incoming IM is Ill. Kenneth 

Lockard. The Council is very strong. 
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Flatbush Council #80 

Flatbush Council meets on 23rd Street on the Fourth Tuesdays of March, April, May and June. This is also 

the meeting night (and location) of Bay Ridge Commandery, which has undergone a resurgence in 

participation this past 2 years. The Council lost its meeting place in Brooklyn two years ago. At that time, 

most of its officers went ‘missing’ and it currently suffers from a lack of participation. The Treasurer 

passed away and the limited books and records of the Council were only passed on to the current 

Recorder, RI James Keane, last November. A new Illustrious Master, RI Steven Gross, was elected last 

June, and, being unable to attend our Annual Grand Assembly in August, received the Order of Anointed 

Kings at a Special meeting held (under Dispensation) on Tuesday November 23rd. My Official Visit was 

held on Tuesday May 24th, at which time the elections and installation of next year’s officers were held. 

By aligning with Bay Ridge Commandery, new petitions have been received.  With the active 

participation of several Masonic leaders, Ill. Stenrick Adams, who is the incoming IM, RI James Keane, 

the Recorder, and RI Curtis A. Banks, the Grand Lecturer, and others, I am strongly encouraged that 

Flatbush Council will come back to life. 

North Shore Council #88 

North Shore Council meets in Matinecock Lodge in Oyster Bay, Long Island. Last year, the Council’s long 

time Recorder moved away from the area, and a new Recorder, Ill. Larry Tuck, step forward and the 

Council is moving forward. My Official Visit was held on Monday April 25th. The Royal Master Degree 

was conferred on 5 companions at the April meeting as well. Additionally, there are several more 

companions on the Trestleboard. Although he is moving out-of-state, the current IM, Ill. Robert F. 

Schlegel, left the Council stronger at the end of his year. This year’s officers led by the Companion 

Stephen Lovasz, the incoming IM, and the Recorder, Ill. Larry Tuck, exhibit excellent ritual skills. The 

Companions are friendly and the Council is coming back to life with membership and ritual activity. 

General 

 The Assistant Grand Lecturer, V I Spiridon Arkousis, and I have worked together, and along with other 

past and current Grand Council Officers have encouraged participation and ritual work within the 

District. I am very proud of our hard work and effort over the last two years, particularly regarding our 

two most problematic Councils. I am confident that these two Councils will continue to become better 

with participation, activity and ritual work. 

The First Cryptic District is a district that can count on the hard work and efforts of several prominent 

York Rite Masons. I am hopeful that the District will continue its strong ritual work, participation, and 

membership activity under the leadership of incoming DDGM and AGL. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

RI Richard T. Schulz 

District Deputy Grand Master 
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District Deputy Grand Master 2
nd

 District: 2010-2011 

 

 Union Council 2. 

This Council is still having some difficulties, but is moving in a positive 

direction to strengthen its future. At the June meeting they voted to increase 

there meetings from three times a year to five times a year. More meetings 

will incur additional cost for meeting rentals, but some of the Companions 

pledged money to offset this extra cost. On my official visit they only had 

seven Companions in attendance, but with two visitors were able to open. 

They held their election of officers and the Companion that was elected 

Illustrious Master has not served before. This is a positive sign for the 

Council, rather than a Past Illustrious Master occupying that chair. A new 

Recorder was also elected. While the officers still read from the ritual book 

for opening and closing, hopefully with more meetings they will become 

proficient in the ritual. They keep the Companions informed with a trestle 

board as a form of communication, and have representation at the annual 

Grand Council. They were able to put on a degree with assistance from 

outside their Council. Membership has increased which is another positive 

for this Council 

 

King Solomon Council #31. 

This Council is doing extremely fine work, and is a leader in the 2
nd

 District. 

They have a new trestle board with information on all bodies of the York 

Rite that meet at their location. They were host to the Illustrious Grand 

Master in March. They conferred the Royal Master Degree at the Tri State 

Festival in Connecticut, performing excellent ritual work by Companions of 

this Council. They continue to increase membership by exalting new 

Companions, King Solomon Council had a fine showing at the Grand 

Lecturer’s Convention. The Companions are continuing to improve the 

opening and closing from memory. Each year King Solomon Council 

continues to improve and get stronger. 

 

Peekskill #55 

Peekskill Council has finally obtained insurance & has negotiated the use 

West Point Lodge as a meeting place. On the evening of my official visit, 

they only had five Companions present and could not open. Part of the 

problem has been the weather as the older Companions do not want to cross 

over the bridge to attend Council. Hopefully, this Council will be able to 

open a meeting when winter is over. They are also looking to relocate on 

their side of the river. The Council did lose a longtime very active member. 
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The core group of active Companions still has a positive attitude and this is a 

good sign.  

 

Goshen Council 93. 

This Council is one of the strongest Council’s in the district and continues to 

improve. On the evening of my visit official visitation, every chair was filled 

by Companions of this Council, with sideliners. The number of relatively 

new Companions holding chairs is encouraging. With the exception of the 

Recorder, (Past DDGM) this Council has filled all the positions without 

relying on Past Illustrious Masters. Goshen Council has a trestle board to 

communicate with the companions. This council continues to grow in 

membership. Three new Companions were exalted. Ritual work on the 

opening and closing still needs improvement. However, the Illustrious 

Master opened and closed council from memory. The charity chairman 

promotes Grand Council Charity, and donations are being sent in from 

Companions of Goshen Council. This Council was the host for the Grand 

Lecturer’s Convention, the first convention the District has had in two years. 

One of the most enjoyable aspects of this Council is the fun the Companions 

have.  
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER 6TH DISTRICT: 2010-2011 

Cryptic Masonry in the 6th District is neither terminally ill nor entirely healthy. We 
have some Councils that have greeted members in each of the past several 
years, others that have greeted no new members in that whole time. Most of our 
Councils have contributed to our charities in each of the past several years, but 
for the second straight year, we have two councils that have contributed nothing: 
fortunately one of those that did not give last year, has given this year; 
unfortunately one that gave last year, has not given this year. Our Councils, as 
such, conduct few activities other than those Constitutionally required; although 
their members are typically active participants in (especially the ritual of) their 
Commanderies, Chapters, Lodges and often Scottish Rite and Shrine. 

Rotica #12 maintains its consistent record of greeting new Companions and 
contributing to our charities. After dedicated service, M.’.I.’. Richard Hadley has 

retired as Recorder, turning it over to immediate past master, I.’. Dennis Davis. 

Central City #13 is rebuilding: R.’.I.’. Bill Vassily’s line includes no I.’., V.’.I.’. or 

R.’.I.’. Companions (other than himself), and consists mostly of recently greeted 

Select Masters; he is training them and future prospects of this Council are good. 

King Hiram #18 continues to be in the poorest health in our District, in part due to 
a lack of nearby Chapters. In the coming year, if they schedule opportunities for 
doing so, the District can help them conduct “What is Cryptic Masonry?” and/or 

“Fervency and Zeal” programs. 

Fulton #50 has some very experienced hands but little new blood. They can be 
depended upon to turn out elsewhere around the District and assist with ritual 
work when called. Their long term future however is much in doubt. 

King David #97 was re-dedicated this year. Their experienced hands continue 
willingly to support the District and the Grand Council but their Council needs to 
greet some new Companions, which is difficult in a sparsely populated area. 

If the weaker Councils will recruit more aggressively and give the rest of the 
District the opportunity to help them greet new Companions, we all will prosper. 

Zealously, 

Stuart W. Card cards@ntcnet.com 315-845-6249 
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    Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 

        State of New York 
    
R:.I:. Curtis Alan Banks 

Grand Lecturer 

 

July 1, 2011 

 

To: 

 

Most Illustrious David H. Raymond, Grand Master of Cryptic Masons 2010-2011 

The Current 2010-2011 Cryptic Grand Line Officers 

Right Illustrious, Very Illustrious, Illustrious Companions, Companions All 

 

Greetings and Salutations! 

  

I would like to thank M:.I:. Dave Raymond for appointing me as Grand Lecturer during his 

term of office 2010-2011.  This was definitely a challenging year for me as the economy 

wielded it’s downpour of misgiving in and around my abode and livelihood..namely the 

“pocketbook”.  Employment was still afforded me and my wife but the reality of loss of 

home, by way of mother nature and by the economy, took a toll that did two things:  1) 

made me appreciate the strong “backbone” that my wife Katrina has and still has as she 

saw me slumped over with worry and concern (many times) and still massaged my back to 

say “we are going to be OK”. (& yes even my ex-wife for without her understanding as well, 

my monetary payments to her for our son & daughter could’ve been unnervingly 

increased!..give the devil their/her due..as is said – lol)  I’m sorry but I needed to take this 

time to mention and record this.  Katrina will not be present during our closed session to 

hear this, if I am afforded the opportunity to briefly recap this report, but I will make sure 

she reads it! 

 

The 2nd thing it did was make me realize how glad, proud, fortunate & lucky I am to have a 

Masonic family!  I mention this because some of you companions really didn’t know what 

was happening.  Many of you didn’t always see my familiar face or receive my timely emails 

and wondered.  The many of you who reached out did my heart & soul well to know that 

you cared…from the Grand Line officers of ALL bodies to the brother in the NE Corner 

reaching out.  Because of this, I was able to secure, by way of our Masonic family, some 

legal help from a bad 2nd mortgage that matured and spiraled out of control as well as 

secure the assistance of rendering a TRUE loan remodification that is actually due to take 

effect by the time you are all reading this in August.  It was because of acts like this that 

my wife decided to become a member of the Eastern Star.  When she saw the outpour of 

Masonic family support when our bags were missing in FL during our honeymoon six years 

ago, she wanted to become a part of that type of fellowship.  Now, as she is about to 

hopefully ascend to the chair as Worthy Matron, she reflects on that time and ..how 

apropo…for her to witness MORE continued acts of good work, true work…square work!  

Again, this is not written to bore you, but sometimes we all need a reminder as to why we 

“do what we do” in masonry…and that is ultimately to practice charity & exhibit brotherly 

love! 

 

Now..to put the Kleenex away and onto my actual report:  It was my job to be sure that I 

communicate what I see as strengths and difficulties in our councils -- primarily by way of 

our ritual.  With the help and assistance of the Assistant Grand Lecturers they continue to 

provide me with the audience necessary to conduct superb Grand Lecturers Conventions.
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Page 2 (continued) 

 

 

 

 

What defines the word “superb”?  It is not the amount of companions, nor is it the “brass” 

that attends them – it is about the coordinated efforts of the District Deputy Grand Master, 

the AGL and myself (..we three or three such as we.., etc.)  This past Cryptic year I had the 

pleasure of being present on April 29th & 30th to witness our companions of Lebanon be 

greeted as Select Masters and offered the opportunity for them to become SEM’s.   

 

Again, due to the economy and my extended travels through my vocation, I was unable to 

conduct Conventions in the 7th, 8th & 9th Cryptic Districts.  For this I extend my apologies to 

the AGL’s (V:.I:. Dave Strong, V:.I:. Dave Lathers (PREGC Knights Templars NYS), V:.I:. 

Mark Hatswell), the DD’s (R:.I:. Tim Heslop, R:.I:. Dave Hardy & R:.I:. Al Hoffman) & all of 

those companions in their respective districts mentioned…especially those who have been to 

my conventions the previous year(s)!  I promise you that, should I be appointed Grand 

Lecturer for the next administration, I will make it up to you! 

 

However, with that said, the following Districts are to be commended for hosting the 2010-

2011 Grand Lecturer’s Conventions which this year’s school of instruction included not only 

the opening and closing of a council of Select Masters but also the changeover and 

introduction to the Super Excellent Master Degree: 

 

District 1: ADELPHIC COUNCIL NO. 7 (HOST) – 03/23/11 

 V:.I:. Spiridon Arkouzis [AGL], R:.I:. Richard Schulz [DDGM] 

 

District 2: UNION COUNCIL NO. 2 (HOST) – 03/24/11 

 R:.I:. Mark N. Fytros [AGL], R:.I:. Maurice (Murry) Cohen [DDGM] 

 

*special note:  This was the FIRST Convention that this District has had since I took over 

the office in 3 years and was WELL received. 

 

District 4: ONEONTA COUNCIL NO. 87 (HOST) – 05/24/11 

 R:.I:. Francis K. Wilcox [AGL], R:.I:. John R. Nealis II [DDGM] 

 

District 6: KING HIRAM COUNCIL NO. 18 (HOST) – 11/16/10 

 V:.I:. Brian Candee [AGL], R:.I:. Stuart W. Card [DDGM] 

 

 

If I am appointed for the 2011-2012 term, it is my ardent desire to conduct a Cryptic 

Festival, as THE Grand Lecturers Convention whereby I have already looked at the TEAM of 

companions of the 1st, 4th & 9th Districts to run the 3 degrees, with some input from the 

other districts.  More details will follow but we are looking at dates and more than likely will 

be held in the Albany/mid point area.  Take care my companions and looking forward to 

joining you in whatever capacity that TGAOTU may have in store for me within Cryptic 

Masonry as HIS servant! 

  

Zealously & Fraternally 

  

 
R:.I:. Curtis Alan Banks 

Grand Lecturer 

 
 
 

138-18 107th Ave ♦ Jamaica, NY 11435-5203 ♦ SirKDBD@yahoo.com ♦ 917.690.0817 
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RITUAL COMMITTEE 

 

To the Grand Council: 

 

There are no recommended changes additions or corrections in the ritual for the companions to 

consider this year. 

 

Although a meeting of the committee was planned this past year, it was not possible due to 

Grand Council financial circumstances. To alleviate this situation, we will be setting up a closed 

internet group for the Ritual Committee, the same as the Custodians of the Work of Grand Lodge 

have, to discuss changes, additions or corrections in the ritual.  Although it doesn’t fully take the 

place of a meeting of the members of the committee, it at least offers a reasonable alternative. 

 

 

The ritual book has not had a complete examination in almost ten years. After several 

consultations with our Grand Lecturer, R∴I∴ Curtis Alan Banks, it was decided to cover the 

Opening and Closing of Council and the Royal Master degree in this coming year. The year 

following, the Select Master degree and the Manual for Council Officers would be examined. In 

the third year the Committee will examine the Super Excellent degree. It has also been suggested 

that Grand Council publish a separate book for the Super Excellent Degree. We will make our 

suggestions to the companions at each Grand Council session for their deliberations and 

decisions. 

 

To aid this examination, a large print edition of the ritual book has been sent to the committee 

and the Grand Lecturer and his assistants for suggestions and notations. 

 

To this end, we also extend to all the companions of this jurisdiction the invitation to send any 

errors, omissions or corrections that they have to the Committee. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

R∴I∴ William G. Vassily 

Chairman, Ritual Committee 
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Grand Master's Address
MI David H Raymond 2010-2011

RW Junior Grand Warden
RI Deputy Grand Master
MI Past Grand Masters
Companions All

Welcome

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all here to the Treadway Inn for the 188th Annual 
Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York.  As you can already tell, 
many changes have been made to the schedule so that we can allow our ladies to participate in many 
more of the activities which  I hope in turn will make this Annual Assembly more enjoyable for all of 
us. It was also a pleasure to bring back the tradition of having the Cryptic Circle sponsor the Friday 
Night Welcome Buffet.  All the proceeds from it will be given to them so that they may make 
contributions to the various charities they support..  If you would like to become a member, see RI 
Leon Weinstein for an application. The Deputy Grand Master and his convention committee would like 
your feedback on what you think about the changes so that they may get ready for next year's 
convention.

Necrology Report

Companions, as you already have seen, another of the changes that was made was to have the 
Necrology Report given during the public session this morning.  At this time, I would like to thank the 
Grand Chaplains led by RI Rev. Jose' Valencia for the fine job they did in paying tribute to our dearly 
departed Companions.

Long Term Plan

Early in 2010, I asked several members of the immediate Grand Line to meet with me to put a long 
term plan together which would improve the quality of Cryptic Masonry here in New York.  We all 
agreed that part of that plan would be  to put together a training manual for the officers, both Grand 
Line and for each Council, along with the need to improve communication in this jurisdiction.  With 
this in mind, I appointed RI Leonard Mason, Grand Captain of the Guard, to head up this committee. 
Through his committees hard work and persistence a manual has now been developed and as of this 
writing is about ready to be distributed.  I would like to thank RI Len and his committee for this.

As far as improving communication, a couple of big steps have been taken.  Through the efforts of RI 
Curtis Banks and RI Stuart Card, the NYS Cryptic Group was formed.  As of this date, there are 
approximately 100 Companions who belong to it.  If you are interested in becoming a member of this 
group, let either Curtis, Stu or myself know and we will e-mail you an invitation.  The other step which 
was taken this year was the creation of the electronic newsletter, “The Cryptic Corner.”  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the Editor, RI Mark Adler, for his hard work in putting this together every 
month.  It will continue to be published with the next edition to come out right after this Grand Council 
session.  This newsletter is only as good as the articles it receives and I am encouraging each and every 
one of you to submit them as often as you can.
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There were three other ares of concern which were begun to be tackled this year on a limited basis but 
under the new Grand Master will increase in importance.  The membership committee headed by RI 
Richard Anderson, Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, has used this last year to gather ideas 
throughout the jurisdiction which the various Councils have used to improve membership.  They will 
be putting together a long term plan for growth this year.  The Public Relations Committee under the 
direction of RI Harley DeShane, Grand Conductor of the Council, have also been hard at work 
gathering information and will also be putting together a long term plan this year.  The importance of 
our Ritual and the use of books is also in the plans to be tackled this year.  

Visits

During the past Cryptic Year, I was able to make the Grand Assemblies of Ohio, Delaware and 
Pennsylvania.  Work and family commitments did not allow me to make any of the others and I give 
my apologies to those jurisdictions at this time.

I was also able to make the Northeast Conference, Grand Commandery of New York, Grand 
Commander's Reception, Grand Chapter of New York, Rainbow Annual Convention, Grand Lodge of 
New York, Council of Deliberation and the Annual DeMolay Convention.  

I also had the pleasure of attending the following Councils::

Columbian No 1 for their 200th Anniversary Celebration.

Bath Council No. 40 so that they may have enough Companions to vote on the possible merger with 
Hornellsville Council No. 35.

Suffolk Council No. 76 to present the Ish Sodi Award to two deserving Companions.

Ahwagha Council No. 30 on several occasions but especially for the conferring of the Select Degree 
using Pennsylvania Ritual by members of their Grand Line.

King David Council No. 97 to present Companion Burt Goodnough with the New York State Cryptic 
Mason of the Year Award for 2009-2010.

Hamburg Council No. 91 for the dedication of the new trophy case which holds the General Grand 
Master's apron and jewel of MI Charles VanEtten.

King Solomon Council No. 31 to present another deserving Companion with his Ish Sodi Award.

I was welcomed with open arms at each of these visits and enjoyed myself a great deal.

Dispensations

I granted the following dispensations this past year:

Columbian Council No. 1- To perform the Super Excellent Degree at their 200th Anniversary 
Celebration in September 2010.
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Ahwagha Council No. 30- To perform the Select Degree using Pennsylvania Ritual by Companions 
from Pennsylvania at their regular Assembly in September 2010.

Flatbush Council No. 80 -To allow the Illustrious Master to take the TIM Degree on November 23, 
2010 after the meeting of the Commandery that evening.

St. George's Council No. 74-  To allow them to hold their regular Assembly in November at the 
Masonic Temple in Northridge as has been their tradition in the past.

Hornellsville No.35 and Bath No.40  -To merge pending the approval of the Grand Council at their 
Annual Assembly in August and to be known as Hornellsville No.35 adopting the by-laws of such 
council.

Oneonta Council No. 87- To allow them to hold their Annual Assembly in April so that they may host 
the Grand Lecturer's Convention at their regular Assembly in May.

Bloss-Dewitt Council No.14  -To allow them to hold their Annual Assembly on May 6 instead of May 
13 as to not conflict with a Commandery function.

Joseph-Warren Cryptic Council No. 37- To allow the Illustrious Master to take the TIM Degree at their 
regular Assembly in April.

Columbian Council No. 1- To allow them to do the Royal, Select and Super Excellent Degrees for the 
Companions from Lebanon on April 29th.

To the newly made Companions from Lebanon to form a new Council to meet in Lebanon.  It is to be 
known as Phoenician Council Under Dispensation.

North Shore Council No. 88-To allow a Companion who has not previously served as Deputy Master 
or PCW to be elected Illustrious Master for the next CrypticYear.

Phoenician Council UD

Back sometime in January, I received an e-mail from RI Richard Schulz, DDGM of the first District, 
who informed me that he had been contacted through RI Edmund Harrison by the Royal Arch 
Companions from Lebanon who formed a Chapter last year under the jurisdiction of New York that 
they would now like to start a Council under the jurisdiction of New York.  After extensive research 
and discussions with some members of the Jurisprudence Committee, it was determined it could be 
done and I then set-up the guidelines and timetable for it.  I also set up a committee consisting of RI 
Richard Schulz, RI Edmund Harrison and RI Curtis Banks to oversee all of the work that needed to 
done.  I am happy to report that the requirements were meant and that on April 29th, the new Council, 
known as Phoenician Council UD was officially started.  I would like to thank the committee for their 
work in putting this together, Columbian Council No. 1 and the First Cryptic District for both hosting 
and performing the degrees and to St. George's Council of Anointed Kings for performing the TIM 
Degree.  I would especially like to thank the Companions from Lebanon for the pleasure of doing this 
for them.
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Grand Council Charity Corporation

I would like to thank all the Companions who contributed to the Grand Council Charity Corp for 
Parkinsons's Disease this past year.  MI E. William Whittaker reported to me that donations were over 
$8000 this year.  Good job Companions.

Dedications and Re-Dedications

This year the Grand line had the pleasure of performing one Re-Dedication and two Dedications of new 
meeting rooms.  They are as follows:

St. Georges No. 74 on October 30, 2010.  They celebrated their 100th Anniversary that day.

King David No. 97 on May 14th.  Their meeting room in Dexter had never been dedicated so the Grand 
Line took care of it that day.

Buffalo-Keystone No.  on June 4th.  They had moved from Williamsville to Cheektowaga so their new 
meeting room was dedicated.  We also had the pleasure of making their Recorder, W. King Mix, a 
Meritorious Companion.

The Grand Line and myself would like to thank these Councils for the pleasure of performing this 
impressive ceremony for them.

At this time, I would like to recognize the Grand Marshal, RI Leo Synakowski for the work he did in 
making new posters for the ceremony.  If you have not seen them, I encourage you to attend the next 
Dedication or Re-Dedication in your area to view them.. He did a fantastic job.  Thank you Leo.

Elected and Appointed Grand Officers

At this time I would like to commend and thank all the elected and appointed Grand Officers for the 
fine job they did this past Cryptic Year.  This Grand Council is in my opinion headed for great things 
and it is because of the work and dedication of all these fine officers.

I would also like to thank the Past Grand Masters for there help and words of advice throughout the 
year.  I had some tough decisions to make during the year and their experience was invaluable.

I would like to especially thank at this time the Grand Sentinel, RI Harrison Raymond (Dad) for 
agreeing to serve in that capacity during my year.  Even though you could not travel with me 
everywhere, the places we could go together were a lot of fun and even though you would never admit 
it, I think you enjoyed it as well.  Again, thank you for serving as Grand Sentinel, it meant a great deal 
to me.
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Recommendations

I have but one recommendation to present to the Grand Council and it is a simple one.  Stick with the 
long term plan which was started last year.  There is no question that it is working and we are starting 
to see its effects.  As part of this plan, I am encouraging each and every Companion to continue to 
communicate with the Grand Line Officers and with each other as this I believe this will lead to the 
growth and success of this Grand Council.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I would like to thank each and everyone of you for allowing me to serve this Grand 
Council as Grand Master for the 2010-2011 Cryptic Year.  It has been a real pleasure.  The friendships 
and memories I have made over the past six years while in the Grand Line will stay with me forever.  

I would also like to wish the Deputy Grand Master and my good friend, RI George Whitmer, the best of 
success as he begins his term as Grand Master this afternoon.  My Companions, he is one of the most 
amazing human beings I have ever known. As many of you know, he has shown great courage in 
battling his health problems the last couple of years and it is this courage and his dedication to Cryptic 
Masonry that will serve him and us well for the upcoming Cryptic year.

As many of you are well aware of, there is one person who has had a great influence on my life who is 
not here in body but here in spirit.  Please indulge me as I say to her, Mom I miss you and I hope I did 
you proud.

Again thank you for allowing me to serve as your Grand Master as I say God Bless America and this 
great Fraternity we call Fremasonry.

Fraternally Yours,

David H Raymond
Grand Master 2010-2011.
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TheGrand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York Charity Fund Corporation

Grand Council Cryptic Masons of the State of New York Charity Corporation

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY August 1, 2010 thru July 31, 2011

Checking Account Balance 8/1/10 $27,935.55

Investment Account Balances 8/1/10
American High Income Trust Fund (AHITX) $83,982.63
DWS High Income Plus Fund (SGHSX) $92,877.12
Janus Balanced Fund (JABAX) $87,626.68
Loomis Sayles Bond Fund (LSBRX) $99,410.00

$363,896.43
Misc (cash and checks in hand) $0.00
TOTAL ASSETS 8/1/10 $363,896.43

ACTIVITY 8/1/09-7/31/10

Income Donations $8,463.50
Dividends/Interest/Realized Capital Gains(Losses) $21,063.10
Misc $0.00

Total Income $29,526.60

Expenses Contributions to Charity $15,000.00
Operating/Administrative Expense $6,000.80

Total Expense $21,000.80

Net Unrealized Change in Investment Value (gain/loss) $54,379.06

TOTAL ASSETS 7/31/11 $426,801.29

ASSET DISTRIBUTION AS OF 7/31/11

Checking Account Balance 7/31/11 $24,706.17

Investment Account Balances 7/31/11
American High Income Trust Fund (AHITX) $94,429.82
DWS High Income Plus Fund (SGHSX) $97,731.57
Janus Balanced Fund (JABAX) $96,268.89
Loomis Sayles Bond Fund (LSBRX) $113,664.84

Total Investment Balances 7/31/11 $402,095.12
Misc (cash and checks in hand) $0.00
TOTAL ASSETS 8/1/11 $426,801.29
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TheGrand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York Charity Fund Corporation
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President            
M.I. Charles M. Roberts 
158 Meadowbriar Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14616 
(585) 621-3796 
 
1st Vice President 
R.I. John R. Patterson, Jr. 
347 Cambridge Battenville Rd. 
Greenwich, NY 12834 
(518) 692-7920 
 
2nd Vice President 
R.I.  Curtis A. Banks 
138-18  107th Ave. 
Jamaica, NY 11435 
917) 845-6249 
 
Assistant Secretary 
R.I. Stuart W. Card 
P.O. Box  61 
Newport, NY 13416 
(315) 845-6249 
 
Secretary 
I. Richard J. Kessler 
62 Woodcrest Blvd. 
Buffalo, NY 14223 
(716) 873-0207 
 
Treasurer 
M.I. E. William Whittaker 
5088 West Bluff Dr.  
Bluff Point, NY 14478 
(315) 536-2525 
 
Director Emeritus 
M.I. Raymond R. Beardsley 
M.I. Richard C. Hadley 
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THE GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

 

2011 - 2012 
Elected And Appointed Officers 

 
Grand Master Deputy Grand Master 

MI George B. Whitmer (#25) RI Richard C. Anderson (#92)(Kathy) 
11388 Newell Road 70 No. Water St. P.O. Box 56 
Dunkirk, NY 14048-9728 Pike, NY 14130-0056 
716-366-3900 585-493-2203 
E-Mail: georgewhitmer@hotmail.com E-Mail: randk1@localnet.com 
 
Grand Principal Conductor of the Work Grand Treasurer  

RI Leonard W. Mason (#91) MIDonald Harrison (#76) [Jeanette] 
P.O. Box #313 108 Strathmore Village Drive 
Arcade, NY 14009-9629 Centereach, NY 11720-1224 
585-492-1813 (Home) 631-698-7763 (Home) 
E-Mail: lenmason@snappynet.net E-Mail: Donhpddgm@verizon.net 

 
Grand Recorder Grand Captain of the Guard 
MI Joseph P. Pozefsky(#14) [Linnett] RI Harley DeShane (#90)[Carol] 
Sixteen Fern Avenue 1987 Preble St., Box 105 
Albany, NY 12205-4507       Cortland, NY 13141-0105 

518-456-0189 (Phone and Fax)      607-749-3575 (Home) 
E-Mail: JoePozefsky@JUNO.COM  E-Mail: DeShane_Harley@hotmail.com 

Grand Conductor of the Council Grand Marshal 

 RILeo G. Synakowski (#14) [Judee] RICharles V. Bunton 
 25 Spencer Blvd.        137 River Road 
 Coxsackie, NY 12051-1001 Smithtown, NY 11787-1818   
 518-731-8919 (Home) (631) 265-5761 
 E-Mail: Lee54Safe@AOL.COM E-Mail: cb98dd@yahoo.com   
 

 
Grand Standard Bearer Grand Steward 

RI Garry Hutchurson RI Curtis A. Banks (#1) (Katrina) 
1004 Johnson Rd. 138-18 107th Ave. 
Churchville, NY 14428-9305 Jamaica, NY 11435 
585-746-8992 917-690-0817 (Home) 
E-Mail: Ghutchurson@yahoo.com E-Mail: SIRKDBD@Yahoo.com 
 

 

Grand Trustee (2013) Grand Trustee (2012) 

MI Charles M. Roberts (#19) [Leslie] MI Edward P. Fagan, Jr. (#1 & #2) [Sydell] 
158 Meadowbriar Rd. 211 Coachlight Square  
Rochester, NY 14616-2339 Montrose, NY 105481252   
585-621-3796 (Home)       914-737-7445 (Home) 
E-Mail: cholyone@rochester.rr.com  E-Mail: None  
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Grand Trustee (2014) Grand Sentinel  

MI David H. Raymond RI James N. Stoll (Dunkirk #25) 
4399 Seneca Road        2323 Whitaker Rd. 
Trumansburg, NY 14885-9318      Forestville, NY 14062-9665 
607-279-7419 
E-Mail: davidhraymond@twcny.rr.com 
 

 
Grand Historian Grand Lecturer 

 RI Curtis A. Banks (#1) (Katrina) 
 138-18 107th Ave. 
 Jamaica, NY 11435 
 917-690-0817 (Home) 
 E-Mail: SIRKDBD@Yahoo.com 
 
Grand Chaplain Grand Chaplain 

RI (Rev.) Mark D. Isaacs MI(Rev.)Edward P. Fagan, Jr. (#1&#2) [Sydell] 
371 Wurtemburg Rd. 211 Coachlight Square 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572-3545 Montrose, NY 10548-1252 
845-876-7697 914-737-7445 (Home)  
E-Mail: Ziegenfussu@juno.com E-Mail: None   
 

 
Grand Chaplain Grand Chaplain 

RI(Rev.) Allen C. Lang (#87) [Carol] RI (Rev.) Charles H. Lee (#92) [Janet] 
Fort Hill Park, P. O. Box 566 8 Lincoln Avenue 
Oxford, NY 13830-0566 Batavia, NY 14020-2013 
607-843-5172  (Home) 585-343-2819 (Home) 
E-Mail: alang@stny.rr.com E-Mail: clee13@rochester.rr.com 

 
Grand Chaplain Grand Chaplain  

RI (Rev.) Jose´ L. Valencia, Jr. (#30) [Nan] MI (Rev.) Charles M. Roberts (#19) [Leslie] 
164 Meeker Road 158 Meadowbriar Rd. 
Vestal, NY 13850-3264  Rochester, NY 14616-2339 
607-785-6416 (Home)        585-621-3796 (Home)  
E-Mail: nanjose@stny.rr.com  E-Mail: Cholyone@rochester.rr.com 
 
Grand Musician Grand Musician 

RIFrancis K. Wilcox (#87)  RIEric S. Howd 
3575 County Line Road, Route 2 106 Fayette St. 
Oxford, NY 13830-9534  Ithaca, NY 14850-5261 
607-843-9246 (Home)  607-273-3744 (Home) 
E-Mail: fkwilcox@frontiernet.net  E-Mail: Ehowd@twcny.rr.com  
 
Grand Musician Grand Musician 

RI David E. Shire (#79) [Carol] (open at present) 
7627 Greenview Road  
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-1362  
716-297-7789 (Home)  
E-Mail: dcjs321@earthlink.net  
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Grand Fraternal Correspondent   Judge Advocate 

RI James M. Keane RI John W. Patterson Jr. 
7218 Third Ave., Apt. #4 347 Cambridge-Battenville Rd. 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 Greenwich, NY 12834-9435 
  
E-Mail:  JimKeane758@yahoo.com  E-Mail: johnrpjr@aol.com 
 

2011-2012 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 

Assistant to the Grand Recorder 
(Open at Present) 
 

Ritual 
1.) RI Curtis A. Banks, Grand Lecturer, Chairman 

2.) MIEdward P. Fagan (#1 & #2), Past Grand Master 

3.) MI Charles Roberts (#19), Past Grand Master 

4.) MI Reuben (Rex) Long (#30), Past Grand Lecturer, Past Grand Master 

5.) MI E. William Whittaker (#19 & 75), Past Grand Lecturer, Past Grand Master 
6.) All 2011-2012 Assistant Grand Lecturers  
 

Condition and Extension of the Rite 
1.) RI Richard Anderson, Deputy Grand Master, Chairman 

2.) RILeonard Mason, Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 

3.) RI Curtis A. Banks, (#1) Grand Lecturer 
4.) All 2011-2012 District Deputy Grand Masters 
 

Finance and Accounts - Budget 
1.) MI Donald Harrison (#76), Past Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, Chairman    

2.) RI Richard Anderson, Deputy Grand Master 

3.) RI Leonard Masons, Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 

4.) MI Joseph P. Pozefsky (#14), Past Grand Master, Grand Recorder 

6.) MI E. William Whittaker (#19 & #75), Past Grand Master 
 

Finance and Accounts – Review/Audit 
1.) RI James Stoll 

2.)RI Earl Carlson 

3.) Ill Jerome Erickson 
 

Jurisprudence & By-Laws Review 
1.) MI E. William Whittaker (#19 & #75), Past Grand Master, Chairman 

2.) MI Edward P. Fagan Jr.  (#1 & #2), Past Grand Master 

3.) RI  Richard M. Clark, (#74), Past Grand Sentinel 

4.) RI John R. Patterson Jr. (#37), Grand Representative to New York, Canada East 
 

Long Range Planning 
1.) RI Harley DeShane (#90), Grand Captain of the Guard, Chairman 
2.) All Elected Progressive Grand Line Officers 
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Masonic Education, Membership, & Public Relations 
1.) RI Richard Anderson, Deputy Grand Master, Chairman 

2.) RI Leonard Mason, Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 

3.) RI Harley DeShane, Grand Captain of the Guard 

4.) RI Leo Synakowski, Grand Conductor of the Council 

5.) RIGarry Hutchurson,  Grand Marshal 
 

Library & Museum 
1.) RI William G. Vassily (#13) 

2.) RI James Stoll 

3.) RI David P. Robling (#97) 
4.) Companion Ralph H. Rosenthal (#74) 

 
Ish Sodi & Awards 

1.) RI Harley DeShane, Grand Captain of the Guard, Chairman 

2.) MI Joseph P. Pozefsky (#14), Past Grand Master & Grand Recorder 

4.) RI Leo G. Synakowski (#14), Grand Conductor of the Council 
 

Necrology 
1.) MI(Rev.) Charles M. Roberts (#19), Grand Chaplain, Chairman 

2.) RI(Rev.) Jose´ L. Valencia (#30), Grand Chaplain 

3.) MI(Rev.) Edward P. Fagan, Jr. (#1 & #2), Grand Chaplain 

4.) RI(Rev.) Charles H. Lee (#92), Grand Chaplain  

5.) RI(Rev.) Alan C. Lang (#87), Grand Chaplain 

6.) RI (Rev.) Mark D. Isaacs (#31), Grand Chaplain 
 

Registration & Credentials Committee 
1.) RI John Sundeen, Chairman  

2.) RI Leland Sperry 
3.) RIKenneth Kohlhagen 

  

Masonic Veterans Liaison 
RIDavid P. Robling (#97) [Sandy], Chairman 
P.O. Box 819 
Black River, NY 13612-0819 
315-773-6406 (Home) 
E-Mail: d.robling@ieee.org 
 

Northeast Cryptic Festival 
1.) RI Richard Anderson, Deputy Grand Master, Chairman 
2.) All Elected Progressive Grand Line Officers 
 

Website (www.nycryptic.org) 
1.) MI(Rev.) Charles M. Roberts (#19), Webmaster 

2.) RI Leo G. Synakowski (#14) 
 
 

Northeast Regional Conference 
1.) MI George Whitmer, Grand Master 
2.) All Elected Progressive Grand Line Officers 
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GRAND COUNCIL DISTRICT OFFICERS – 2010-2011 
 

District District Deputy Grand Master Assistant Grand Lecturer 
 

District #1 RI Spiridon Arkouzis RI Robert Bukowski 
 32-06 29th St. #2F 62 Pointe Circle So. 
 Astoria, NY 11106-3458 Coram, NY 11727-2407 
 (718) 721-3414 
 E-mail:  Arkouzis@yahoo.com 
 

District #2  R ILouis Irizarry II   VI Steven Koch 
   304 Kings Highway   43 Robert Lane 

Orangeburg, NY 10962-1904  Wappingers Falls NY 12590-3206 
  
 E-mail: E-mail: 
   

District #4 RIJohn R. Nealis II (#87) Vacant 
 3962 Peakes Brook Road  
 Delhi, NY 13753-3333  
 (607) 746-2542  
 E-mail: nealisjr@delhitel.net  
 

District #6 RIStuart W. Card (#12) Vacant 
 P. O. Box 61  
 Newport, NY 13416-0061  
 (315) 845-6249  
 E-mail: cards@ntcnet.com   
 

District #7  R I Timothy A. Heslop (#90)  VI H. David Strong 
132 Shaffer Rd.    165 State Route 38 
Newfield, NY. 14867   Owego, NY 13827-3212 

 (607) 564-0472 (607) 687-1977 
 E-mail: timzppy@aol.com  E-Mail: zoab2003@yahoo.com 
 
 

District #8 RIDavid A. Hardy (#35) Vacant 
 58 Church St.   
 Hornell, NY 14843-1645  
 (607) 324-1267   
  E-mail: DEHardy@earthlink.net   
 
 

District #9 RIAlbert Hoffman (#17) RIMark Hatswell (#17) 
 61 Alden Avenue 377 Fairfield Avenue  
 Buffalo, NY 14216-1601 Buffalo, NY 14223  
 (716) 838-4245 (716) 836-3713 
 E-mail: RWAHNEB@yahoo.com E-mail: mahts@roadrunner.com 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES:  2011-2012 
To New York:     Grand Council:   Of New York: 
 

HOUSTON S. POWELL (#88)  ALABAMA    Robert D. Moseson 

31 Gianelli Ave.         4400 Bridgewater Cir. 

Merrick, NY  11566-2932        Phenix City, AL 36867 

 

Harold Aldrich    ALASKA    Howard H. Gardner 

1797 French Rd.          PO Box 4699 

Varysburg, NY 14167-9759        Elelson AFB,AK 99702-0699 

 

RICHARD P. GUNSALUS (#50)  ARIZONA    [awaiting recommendation] 

193 County Rte. 12            

Phoenix, NY 13135-9723  

           

PIERS A. VAUGHAN   ARKANSAS     Jack L. Sharp 

29 Benmore Terrace         PO Box 856 

Bayonne, NJ 07002         Huntsville, AR 72740-0856 

 

DANIEL ERLANGER JONAS (#93) CALIFORNIA   Marlin L. Esh 

67 Jasmine Drive         105 McKinley Cir. 

Middletown, NY 10940        Vacaville, CA 95687-3301 

 

JOHN R. PATTERSON JR.  (#37)  CANADA EAST   Philip H. Henderson 

347 Cambridge-Battenville Rd.       RR 6 Kensington, 

Greenwich, NY 12834-9435        PRINCEEDWARD ISLAND 

           C0B 1Mo Canada 

 

[vacant]     CANADA WEST   John C. James 

           834 Fourth St. 

           Brandon, MANITOBA 

           R7A 3H7 Canada 

 

DONALD R. GALARNEAU (#12)  COLORADO    Duane Van Skiver 

395 Kohl St.          5460 Main St                                                                                                                                                                    

Verona, NY 13478-3422          Broomfield, CO 80020-2030                                                                                                                                                

 

REUBEN E. LONG (#30)   CONNECTICUT   Richard G. Barrows, PGM 

5 Courtly Cir.          134 Prospect St. 

Owego, NY 13827-1101        Willimantic, CT 062226   

 

DAVID D. GOODWIN (#30)  DELAWARE    Albert H. Westerside, PGM 

1509 Campus Dr.         710 W. 12
th

 St. 

Vestal, NY 13850-4036        New Castle, DE 19720 

 

EDWARD P. FAGAN, PGM  (#2)  DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  Marshall C. Gardner 

211 Coachlight Sq.         12118 Long Ridge Ln. 

Montrose, NY 10548-1252        Bowie, MD 20715 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES:  2011-2012 
To New York:     Grand Council:   Of New York: 
 

FRANCIS I. KARWOWSKI, PGM  (#74) ENGLAND & WALES  Richard L. Gan 

709 Bedford Rd.         Mark Masons Hall 

Schenectady, NY 12308-3444       86 St. James St. 

          London SW1A 1PL, ENGLAND 

 

BRUCE McKENNA (#55)   FLORIDA    Bruce Laubenheimer Sr. 

P.O. Box 2348          136 St. Croix Ave. 

Peekskill, NY 10566-0992        Cocoa Beach,FL 32931-3335 

 

[awaiting confirmation]   FRANCE    [awaiting recommendation] 

 

 

VERNON G. RUPERT (#92)   GEORGIA    Daniel O. Causey 

P.O. Box 122          PO Box 239 

Alexander, NY 14005-0122        Snellville, GA 30078-0239 

 

WALTER J. SLODKI  (#7)   GERMANY    Christian P. Thomas 

67-887 Booth St.         Goerdelstrasse 2A 

Forest Hills, NY 11375-3157        D651Wiesbaden,GERMANY 

 

  

MARK N. FYTROS (#55)   GREECE    Pandelis E. Hastromanolis 

12-B Springvale Rd.         154 Patission Ave. 

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520-138       112 57 Athens, GREECE 

 

NORMAN F. HOPSON (#74)  IDAHO     Theodore Cowin  

331 Alplaus Ave., Box 92        521 S. Jackson St. 

Alplaus, NY 12008-1017        Moscow, ID 83843-2232 

 

 

LOUIS F. BARAZOTTI JR.  (#7)  ILLINOIS    Harold R. Greer, PGM 

124-21 26
th

 St.          RR 1, Box 60 

College Point, NY 11354-1107       Bridgeport, IL 62417 

 

DALE A. TYNAN (#76)   INDIANA    Lincoln Hamilton, PGM 

71 Ackerly Ln.         PO Box 505 

Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-4548       Morgantown, IN 46160 

 

RONALD W. WHITE (#12)   IOWA     Robert E. Day, PGM  

317 Kinsley St.         6707 51
st
 St. 

Sherrill, NY 13461-1105        Muscatine, IA 52761 

 

ARI CHISIN (#36)    ISRAEL     (vacant) 

141-04 Northern Blvd.          

Flushing, NY 11354-4239           
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES:  2011-2012 
To New York:     Grand Council:   Of New York: 
 

[Awaiting confirmation]    ITALY     Lucio Del Giallo 

           Viale Della Liberta 10 

           57100 Livorno, ITALY 

 

GORDON L. GIBSON (#78)   KANSAS    Gary R. Weller 

19 Third St., Apt. 107         9103 Westport 

Athens, NY 12014         Wichita, KS 67212 

 

HARVEY E. PAYNE, PGM  (#90)  KENTUCKY      Michael Lively 

16 Beach Rd.          297 Jett Dr. 

Lansing, NY 14882-9011        Jackson, KY 41339-9621 

 

(Deceased 2011)    LOUISIANA    Josef J. Cermak 

           425 Beverly Garden Dr 

 .          Metairie, LA 70001 

 

WILLIAM G. VASSILY (#13)  MAINE    Randolph B. Sawyer 

7733 Apricot Ln.         PO Box Drawer “Y” 

Liverpool, NY 13090-2305        Bucksport, ME 21146 

 

 [vacant]     MARYLAND    Gordon A. Davids, PGM 

           201 Marie Ave. 

           Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

PAUL B. MATTHEWS, PGM  (#55)  MASSACHUSETTS  Clayton A. Bemis, PGM 

192 Third St.          85 Stephanie Ln. 

Buchanan, NY 10511-1114        Bridgewater, MA 02324 

 

KENNETH E. KOHLHAGEN  MICHIGAN    Donald L. Himes, PGM 

1780 Maxon Rd.         57347 Copper Creek Dr. 

Attica, NY 14011-9536        Washington, MI 48094-2826 

 

MAURICE E. SWEITZER   (#90)  MINNESOTA   Lawrence M. Hanson 

33 ½ Margaret St.         22405 570
th

 Ave. 

Binghamton, NY 13905-3212        Austin, MN 55912 

 

[vacant]     MISSISSIPPI    William Arlis Wheeler 

           41 C.R. 5069 

           Booneville, MS 38829- 

 

[vacant]     MISSOURI     Paul K. Kawakami 

           820 E. 31st St. 

           Kansas City, MO 64109 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES:  2011-2012 
To New York:     Grand Council:   Of New York: 
 

[vacant]     MONTANA    Jack D. Anderson 

           522 10
th

 St. 

           Havre, MT 59501 

 

[vacant]     NEBRASKA    Eugene P. Jorgensen   

           1920 N. 53
rd

 St. 

           Lincoln. NE 58504-3023 

 

CLARENCE LANGLEY (#74)  NEVADA    Mark A. Marsh 

124 Horstman Dr.         4263 Spring Dr. 

Scotia, NY 12302-3208        Carson City, NV 89701 

 

DONALD HARRISON, PGM  (#76)  NEW HAMPSHIRE   Dalton P. Ordway 

108 Strathmore Village Dr.        PO Box 203 

Centereach, NY 11720-1224        Andover, NH 03216-0203 

 

WALTER J. HILSENBECK  (#76)  NEW JERSEY   Oscar D. Olsson 

32 New York Ave.         54 Morningside Ave. 

Massapequa, NY 11758-4818        N. Haledon, NJ  07508 

 

WOOD D. BEEGHLY (#1)   NEW MEXICO    [awaiting recommendation] 

834 Spruce Ave.             

West Chester, PA 19382-5460           

 

J. FRED VELOTT JR.  (#25)   NO. CAROLINA   Paul W. Brown 

2545 Sunset Dr.         399 Buckhorn Rd. 

Eden, NY 14057-1325        Goldsboro, NC 27503-7072 

 

 

[vacant]     NO. DAKOTA   Arden N. Grundvig, PGM 

           3816 Heartland Dr. 

           Bismarck, ND 58501 

 

EARL J. CARLSON (#25)   OHIO     Robert R. Rettig, PGM 

10071 Miller Rd.         12103 County Rd. L 

Fredonia, NY 14063-9778        Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

E. WILLIAM WHITTAKER, PGM  (#75) OKLAHOMA    Bobby L. Carter, PGM   

507 W. Bluff Dr.         38502 Waco Rd. 

Bluff Point, NY 14478-9740        Shawnee, OK  74801-8835 

 

CYRIL R. WHITE (#26)   ONTARIO     Gary Cornelius 

1201 Johnson Rd.         16 Sharon St. 

Palmyra, NY 14522-9761        St. Catherines, ONT. 

           L2N 3J4  Canada 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES:  2011-2012 
To New York:     Grand Council:   Of New York: 
 

[Vacant]     OREGON    Vernon O. Munson 

           10245 NW Lee St. 

           Portland, OR  97229-6242  

 

PHILIP A. COX  (#35)   PENNSYLVANIA    Errol Betzenberger, PGM 

9425 Creek Rd.         558 Mountain View Ave. 

Hunt, NY 14846-2573        Nazareth, PA 18064 

 

GEORGE A. HARRISON   (#7)  PHILLIPPINES    Conrado V. Sanga 

187-05 Williamson Ave.        43 N. Domingo St. 

Springfield Gardens, NY 11413-1426      New Manila Quezon City 

 

[Vacant]     PORTUGAL    Vitor Manuel Gabao deVeiga 

           Rua da Graca 16 

          Bioco 3 - r/c 1170-169 Lisboa, 

PORTUGAL 

 

CONRAD [Ken] KUPINSKI (#74)  RHODE ISLAND   Nelson E. Kay, PGM 

122 Jenkins Rd.         842 Weeden St. 

Burnt Hills, NY 12027-9774        Pawtucket, RI 02860-1545 

 

FRED G. HICKEIN, PGM  (#87)  SCOTLAND    [awaiting recommendation] 

9 Pine St.             

Oneonta, NY 13820-1922             

              

LEON WEINSTEIN (#7)   SO. CAROLINA   Phillip G. Russell, PGM 

620-5 Baychester Ave.        4746 Langridge 

Bronx, NY 10475-4402        Charleston, SC 29405 

 

[vacant]     SO. DAKOTA   William Loudenslager, PGM 

           2300 S. Holly 

           Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

 

STEPHEN A. LICHT, PGM  (#92)  TENNESSEE   Nick R. Ramos, PGM 

3268 W. Main Rd.         PO Box 758 

Batavia, NY 14020-9109        Converse, TX 78109-0758 

 

DONALD J. BRUGGER (#19)        TEXAS    [awaiting recommendation]  

797 Ridgeway Ave. 

Rochester, NY 14615-3249  

 

[vacant]      UTAH       Brian J. Hastings  

           232 South 300 West 

           Hurricane, UT 84717-2128 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES:  2011-2012 
To New York:     Grand Council:   Of New York: 
 

HARVEY E. EYSMAN (#88)    VERMONT    David C. Cumming, PGM 

15 Stonehenge Rd         30 Birchwood Park Dr. 

Great Neck, NY 11023-1007        Barre, VT 05641-8563 

 

PAUL BARERRA (#91)     WASHINGTON     Robert H. Decker   

27 Brookridge Dr.         PO Box 160 

Hamburg, NY 14075-1803        Duvall, WA 98019-0160 

 

CHARLES A. DELLOW  (#90)    WISCONSIN   Parker W. Dow, PGM 

1731 S.R. 13N          300 Hendricks St. 

Cortland, NY 13045-9617        Waterloo, WI 53594 

 

[No longer exchanging Grand Reps.]    WYOMING     

 

 

GRAND FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENT: M I FRANCIS I. KARWOWSKI, 709 Bedford Rd.,  

    Schenectady, NY 12308-3444  

 

 
    Number of Grand Representative Appointments By Council:  
 
ADELPHIC #7:    5    
SUFFOLK #76:    5    
PEEKSKILL #55:   3 (1 = awaiting confirmation) 
ST. GEORGE’S #74:   3 
CAYUGA #90:    3 
COLUMBIAN #1:   2     
ROTICA #12:    2 
DUNKIRK #25:    2 
AHWAGA #30:    2    
NUN DA WAGA #92:    2 (1 awaiting confirmation)    
HAMBURG #91:   1 (1 = awaiting confirmation) 
UNION #2:    1 
CENTRAL CITY #13:   1    
BUFFALO-KEYSTONE #17:  1    
DORIC #19:    1 
PALMYRA #26:    1 
HORNELLSVILLE #35:   1 
JOS. WARREN-CRYPTIC #37:  1 
FULTON #50:    1 
SKOI YASE #75:   1    
ONEONTA #87:    1    
NORTH SHORE #88:   1 
KING DAVID #97:   1 
ADONIRAM #36:   0 (1 = awaiting confirmation) 
BLOSS-DE WITT CLINTON #14: 0  
KING HIRAM #18:   0   
KING SOLOMON #31:   0 
BATH #40:    0  
FLATBUSH #80:   1 
GOSHEN #93:    1 (1 = awaiting confirmation) 
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Gordon Hathaway 6285 Stage Rd. Utica NY 13502-6709 1978-79

Charles Grant Masonic Home, 2150 Bleecker St. Utica NY 13501-1738 1980-81

Lester G. Weinheimer Jr. 6783 Black Rd. Derby NY 14047-9710 1983-84

Fred G. Hickein 9 Pine St. Oneonta NY 13820-1922 1984-85

Raymond R. Beardsley 32 Kurt Rd. Pittsford NY 14534-3946 1985-86

Earle J. Hino Jr. 632 Kirkwood Pl. La Jolla CA 93207-8108 1989-90

John Mauk Hilliard Post Office Box #207 New York NY 10116-0207 1990-91

Richard C. Hadley 107 Seneca Ave. O.C. Oneida NY 13421-2561 1991-92

Joseph A. Peloso Box I-2 Masonic Hall 71 W. 23rd St. New York NY 10010-4190 1993-94

Harvey E. Payne 107 Woodsedge Dr. Lansing NY 14882-8937 1995-96

Jay Kosseff 1 Manor Rd. Rhinebeck NY 12572-1707 1996-97

John P. Nosal 370 S. R. 96, Lot 134 Owego NY 13827-2595 1997-98

Paul B. Matthews 192 Third St. Buchanan NY 10511-1114 1998-99

Douglas Swan 1234 River Rd. Lindley NY 14858-9695 1999-2000

Edward P. Fagan Jr. 211 Coachlight Square Montrose NY 10548-1252 2000-01

E. William Whittaker 5088 West Bluff Dr. Bluff Point NY 14478-9748 2001-02

Reuben E. Long 5 Courtly Circle Owego NY 13827-1101 2002-03

Donald Harrison 108 Strathmore Village Dr. Centereach NY 11720-1224 2003-04

Stephen A. Licht 3268 W. Main Rd. Batavia NY 14020-9109 2004-05

Charles M. Roberts 158 Meadowbriar Rd., Rochester NY 14616-2339 2005-06

Victor S. Versace 21 Allen road Garrison NY 10524-1169 2006-07

Francis Ignatius Karwowski 709 Bedford Rd. Schenectady NY 12308-3444 2007-08

Joseph P. Pozefsky Sixteen Fern Avenue Albany NY 12205-4507 2008-09

Arnold E. Palmer Post Office Box #549 Livonia NY 14887-0549 2009-10

David H. Raymond 4399 Seneca Road Trumansburg NY 14886-9318 2010-11

81



Deceased 6/18/11
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Columbian Council No. 1 

Masonic Hall 

71 W. 23
rd

 St. 

New York, NY 10010 

Second Wednesday 

Jan. – Mar. 6:30PM 

 

 

Illustrious Master 

Marco Henry 

Contact the Grand Recorder for this 

information – withheld from publication on 

request 

 

 

Deputy Master 

R. Conrad Johnson 

1327 Lexington Ave. Apt. 11-A 

New York, NY 10128-1109 

(917) 371-9089 

Conrad.johnson@americas.bnpparibas.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Gilbert Ferrer 

330 2
nd

 St. 1-B 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

646-327-9760 

gil@ferrerlaw.us 

 

Recorder 

Christopher L. Allen 

530 E. 86
th

 St. 

New York, NY 10028-7535 

(917) 371-9089 

Christopher.L.Allen@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Union Council No.2 

Masonic Temple 

262 Martine Ave. 

White Plains, NY 10601 

Second Thursday 

Jan.,Mar.,Apr.,June,Sept.Nov.,  

8:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Michael Quigley 

385 McLean Ave. 

Yonkers, NY 10705-4539 

(914) 912-6401 

QUIG59@hotmail.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Mel J. Birnbaum 

66 Poplar St. 

Bardonia, NY 10954-2007 

845-623-2306 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Romulo B. Quesada 

9 Doyer Ave. 

White Plains, NY 10605-1108 

(914) 997-7827 

 

 

Recorder 

Charles J. Wilkes 

915 Rhinelander Ave. 

Bronx, NY 10462-3417 

(718) 409-0443 

TriedTrue@aol.com 
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Adelphic Council No. 7 

Masonic Hall 

71 W. 23
rd

. St 

New York, NY 10010 

Fourth Wednesday  

Oct., Jan., Mar., & May 8:00PM 

 

 

Illustrious Master 

Alvaro Quiroga-Sanchez 

104-20 68th Drive 

Flushing, NY 11375-3454 

(917) 833-9340 

AQUIROGA2004@yahoo.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Arthur Fisch 

25 Joralemon St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11201-4003 

(718) 237-0603 

Afisch8711@aol.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Donald Berry 

165 E. 72
nd

 St. 

New York, NY 10021-4335 

(212) 734-5049 

Djberry58@gmail.com 

 

Recorder 

George A. Harrison 

187-05 Williamson Ave. 

Springfield Gdns, NY 11413-1426 

(718) 949-0971 

Georgeharrison1@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

Rotica Council No. 12 

Masonic Temple 

5211 W. Seneca St. 

Vernon, NY 13476 

Third Monday 

Sept.-Nov., Mar.-May 7:30PM 

 

 

Illustrious Master 

Phillip J. Chandler 

4960 Westmoreland Rd. 

Whitesboro, NY 13492-4113 

(315) 790-8552 

 

 

Deputy Master 

Timothy R. Harwood 

Box 115 Dakota Rd. 

Old Forge, NY 13420-3601 

(315) 369-3088 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Gary E. Donovan 

5366 Rte. 31 

Verona, NY 13478 

(315) 363-7041 

 

 

Recorder 

Dennis S. Davis 

10070 Wolcott Hill Rd. 

Camden, NY 13316-3842 

(315) 245-1699 

DeputyDad416@twcny.rr.com 
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Central City Council No. 13 

Masonic Temple 

608 Oswego St. 

Liverpool, NY 13088 

(315) 451-7524 

Second Wednesday 

Mar.-May, Sept.-Nov. 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

William G. Vassily 

7733 Apricot Lane 

Liverpool, NY 13090-2305 

(315) 652-6772 

Bilgeo@twcny.rr.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Robert D. Bowles 

5431 Tourmaline Rd. 

Clay, NY 13041-6904 

(315) 635-6197 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Ronald L. Waterbury 

110 E. Genesee St. 

Baldwinsville, NY 13027-2620 

(315) 635-6197 

 

 

Recorder 

Earl L. Tuttle 

2524 Candlewick Lane 

Marcellus, NY 13108-1010 

(315) 673-2213 

Etuttle1@twcny.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

Bloss-DeWitt Clinton No. 14 

Masonic Temple 

67 Corning Place 

Albany, NY 12207-1999 

(518) 434-4768 

Second Friday 

Sept. – May7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Eric Stott 

536 Warren St. 

Albany, NY 12208-3214 

 

estott@localnet.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Alexander Dalis 

2526 Lavin Court 

Troy, NY 12180-1713 

 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Richard Hundertmark 

132 Green Lake Rd. 

Leeds, NY 12451-1604 

 

Hundertmark4@mhcable.com 

 

Recorder 

Joseph P. Pozefsky 

Sixteen Fern Avenue 

Albany, NY 12205-4507 

(518) 456-0189 

JoePozefsky@JUNO.COM 

 

 

 

 
85

mailto:Bilgeo@twcny.rr.com
mailto:Etuttle1@twcny.rr.com
mailto:estott@localnet.com
mailto:Hundertmark4@mhcable.com
mailto:JoePozefsky@JUNO.COM


Buffalo-Keystone Council No. 17 

Cheektowaga Masonic Center 

97 Lucid Drive 

Cheektowaga, NY 14225-5212 

(716) 895-5228 

First Monday 

Oct.-May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

John W. Comstock 

5446 Mapleton Rd. 

Lockport, NY 14094-9295 

(716) 625-7910 

JWComstock@gmail.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Brian D. Singer 

306 Hampton Parkway 

Kenmore, NY 14217-1244 

(716) 877-2457 

Bsinger2@verizon.net 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Mark J. Robson 

59 Brinton St. 

Buffalo, NY 14214-1174 

(716) 837-1491 

MarkJohnRobson@gmail.com 

 

Recorder 

W. King Mix 

248 Poinciana Parkway 

Cheektowaga, NY 14225-5212 

9716) 684-5946 

King5946@roadrunner.com 

 

 

 

 

King Hiram Council No. 18 

Masonic Temple 

24 Church St. 

Port Byron, NY 13140 

 

Third Tuesday 

September-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Donald K. Ellingwood Jr. 

8705 Dwyer Road 

Port Byron, NY 13140-0423 

(315) 776-8642 

 

 

Deputy Master 

John H. Forgham 

8224 Mentz Church Rd. 

Port Byron, NY 13140-9739 

(315) 730-3751 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Robert Bogdanski 

126 Lake Ave. 

Auburn, NY 13021-5317 

(315) 252-2346 

 

 

Recorder 

Howard C. Colegrove 

8 Cynthia Drive 

Geneva, NY 14456-1308 

(315) 789-7956 

Ccolegrove@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

 

 
86

mailto:JWComstock@gmail.com
mailto:Bsinger2@verizon.net
mailto:MarkJohnRobson@gmail.com
mailto:King5946@roadrunner.com
mailto:Ccolegrove@rochester.rr.com


Doric Council No. 19 

Masonic Temple 

17 Church St. 

Pittsford, NY 14534-2005 

(585) 586-2976 

Third Wednesday 

September-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

John A. Gallant 

2180 Plank Rd. 

Lima, NY 14485-9407 

(585) 245-2953 

JGallant@rochester.rr.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Garry Hutchurson 

1004 Johnson Road 

Churchville, NY 14428-9305 

(585) 746-8992 

Ghutchurson@yahoo.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Joseph F. Oelgoetz III 

44 East Pointe 

Fairport, NY 14450-9776 

(585) 489-3003 

Ifo3@rochester.rr.com 

 

Recorder 

John A. Dudley 

57 Park Road 

Pittsford, NY 14534-3640 

(585) 586-6426 

JDudley1@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

Dunkirk Council No. 25 

Masonic Temple 

321 E. Main St. 

Fredonia, NY 14063 

(716) 672-4775 

Fourth Wednesday 

September-May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Jerome E. Erickson 

166 Connecticut Ave. 

Jamestown, NY 14071-7508 

(716) 664-4744 

Wa2dfn@netsync.net 

 

Deputy Master 

James N. Stoll 

2323 Whitaker Rd. 

Forestville, NY 14062-9665 

(716) 358-9116 

Wb2bsl@localnet.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Eugene S. Olofson 

19 Proudfit St. 

Jamestown, NY 14071-2714 

(716) 488-2530 

gkolofson@windstream.net 

 

Recorder 

J. Fred Velott Jr. 

2545 Sunset Drive 

Eden, NY 14057-1325 

(716) 992-9160 

Jfvelott@juno.com 
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Palmyra Council No. 26 

Masonic Temple 

161 E. Main St. 

Palmyra, NY 14522 

(315) 597-4489 

First Thursday 

October-May 7:30PM 

 

 

Illustrious Master 

F. Edward Powley Jr. 

47 State St. 

Sodus, NY 14551-1142 

(315) 483-2745 

soduspowleys@msn.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Lee L. Coller Sr. 

Post Office Box 40 

Williamson, NY 14589-0040 

(315) 589-8146 

Coller42@rochester.rr.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

George N. Stanton Jr. 

2546 Chapin Road 

Canandaigua, NY 14424-8708 

(585) 597-9763 

gnstanton@aol.com 

 

Recorder 

David W. Taber 

57 East Ave. 

Fairport, NY 14450-1430 

(585) 388-0629 

Dtaber7@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

 

Ahwaga Council No. 30 

Masonic Temple 

940 Montrose Tpke. 

Owego, NY 13827 

(607) 725-5204 (meeting nights 

only) 

Fourth Tuesday 

Sept.-Nov., Jan.-May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

David T. Lewis 

471 Main St. 

Hallstead, PA 18822 

(570) 879-2909 

Dlewis61@hotmail.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Marty DeVault 

319 Brook Crest Dr. 

Endwell, NY 13760 

(607) 743-8475 

mdevault@stny.rr.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Thomas McMullin 

116 W. Edward St. 

Endicott, NY  

 

 

 

Recorder 

Harold D. Strong 

165 S. R. 38 

Owego, NY 13827-3212 

(607) 687-1977 

Zoab2003@yahoo.com 
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King Solomon’s Council No. 31 

Masonic Temple 

32 Cannon St. 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

(845) 876-3892 

Fourth Tuesday 

Sept.-Nov., Jan.-May 7:30pm 

 

Illustrious Master 

Mark Isaacs 

371 Wurtenburg Rd. 

Rhinebeck, NY 12572-3545 

(845) 876-7697 

Ziegenfussu@juno.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Steven Koch 

43 Robert Lane 

Wappinger Falls, NY 12590-3219 

(845) 298-2502 

StevenPKoch@aol.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Charles Uhle 

71 Arthursburg Rd. 

LaGrangeville, NY 12540-5932 

(845) 226-8145 

cpuhle@aol.com 

 

Recorder 

Jay Kosseff 

1 Manor Rd. 

Rhinebeck, NY 12572-1707 

(845) 876-3892 

Cryptic7@frontiernet.net 

 

 

 

 

Hornellsville Council No. 35 

Masonic Temple 

34 Maple St. 

Hornell, NY 14843 

(607) 324-2784 

Second Thursday  

September-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

William L Learn Jr. 

4235 Graham Rd. 

Canaseraga, NY 14822-9604 

(607) 545-8668 

 

 

Deputy Master 

Donald Q. Adams Sr. 

6 Dogwood Dr. 

Hamlin, NY 14464-0252 

(585) 964-8390 

ticoma@rochester.rr.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Gerald M. Cooper 

9495 Schmidt Road 

Dansville, NY 14437-9184 

(585) 335-5176 

Jmcoop@frontiernet.net 

 

Recorder 

David A. Hardy 

58 Church St. 

Hornell, NY 14843-1645 

(607) 324-1267 

Dehardy58@earthlink.net 
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Adoniram Council No. 36 

Masonic Temple 

21-14 30
th

 Ave. 

Long Island City, NY 11102 

(718) 204-6404 

Fourth Thursday 

September-June 7:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

James Reichman 

2206 Holland Ave. 6-D 

Bronx, NY 10467-9459 

(646) 299-3404 

machelpdesk@optonline.net 

 

Deputy Master 

Andreas Dimitropoulos 

160-07 59th Ave. 

Flushing, NY 11365-1404 

(516) 369-5155 

dimitropoulosandreas@yahoo.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Jason Danisi 

35 Somerset Ave. 

Garden City, NY 11530-1147 

(516) 641-3033 

Spoons67@aol.com 

 

Recorder 

Joseph Savaglio 

39 Meade Drive 

Centerport, NY 11721-1721 

(631) 261-7300 

Savaglio@optonline.net 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Warren Cryptic No. 37 

Masonic Temple 

687 Broadway 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

 

Second Friday 

October-May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Gary L. Bolster 

14 Hammond St. 

Lake George, NY 12845-1004 

(518) 260-0677 

DDGMSW@Yahoo.com 

 

Deputy Master 

David W. Townsend 

11 Spring St. 

Hudson Falls, NY 12839-1312 

(518) 747-3828 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Wayne T. Smith 

42 Kimberly Lane 

Fort Edward, NY 12828 

(518) 793-7941 

WTTRPPR@att.net 

 

Recorder 

Russell G. Lehr 

12 Casino Drive 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-9014 

(518) 587-8019 

RussLehr@att.net 
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Bath Council No. 40 

Masonic Temple 

52-54 Church St. 

Savona, NY 14879 

 

Fourth Wednesday 

Sept., Oct., Jan.-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

 

THIS COUNCIL TO MERGE WITH 

HORNELLSVILLE NO. 35, PENDING 

APPROVAL OF GRAND COUNCIL 

AT 188
TH

 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

 

Deputy Master 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

 

 

 

Recorder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fulton Council No. 50 

Masonic Temple 

827 Main St. 

Phoenix, NY 13135 

(315) 695-6222 

Fourth Wednesday 

Sept.-Nov., Jan.-May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Brian Candee 

373 C. R. 41-A 

Pulaski, NY 13142-2169 

(315) 298-4418 

 

 

Deputy Master 

Thomas R. Sawyer 

502 Utica St. 

Fulton, NY 13069-1841 

(315) 598-9436 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Earl B. LaFave 

109 Ravenswood Dr. 

Liverpool, NY 13090 

(315) 652-6670 

 

 

 

Recorder 

Alan M. Downing 

305 Mud Lake Road 

Mexico, NY 13114-9643 

(315) 343-4835 
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Peekskill Council No. 55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrious Master 

 

NO CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

OR ANNUAL RETURN RECEIVED 

AS OF AUGUST 17, 2011 

 

Deputy Master 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

 

 

Recorder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George’s Council No. 74 

Masonic Community Center 

394 Princetown Road 

Schenectady, NY 12306 

(518) 355-3832 

Third Thursday 

September – May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

James A. Lowerre 

994 South Shore Road 

Hadley, NY 12835-3500 

(518) 863-6151 

JDJCMS@frontiernet.net 

 

Deputy Master 

Henry Michelin 

74 Woodlawn Drive 

Ravena, NY 12143-1611 

(518) 756-2540 

Jmichelin@juno.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

David C. Schaefer 

393 Ballston Ave. 

Scotia, NY 12302-3243 

(518) 377-9613 

dcsch@nycap.rr.com 

 

Recorder 

Clarence Langley Jr. 

124 Horstman Drive 

Scotia, NY 12302-3208 

(518) 377-8624 

Clangjr@nycap.rr.com 
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Skoi Yase Council No. 75 

Masonic Temple 

553 Exchange St. S. 

Geneva, NY 14456 

(315) 789-0965 

Third Monday 

September-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Bernard E. DeLand Jr. 

1137 C. R. 4 

Geneva, NY 14456-9307 

(315) 789-5511 

 

 

Deputy Master 

Ernest H. Day Sr. 

10 Silver St. 

Clifton Springs, NY 14432-9511 

(315) 462-6741 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Clayton R. Ruggles 

1348 Griffith Road 

Phelps, NY 14532-9623 

(315) 548-3573 

 

 

Recorder 

Howard C. Colegrove 

8 Cynthia Drive 

Geneva, NY 14456-1308 

(315) 789-7956 

Ccolegrove@rochester.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

Suffolk Council No. 76 

Masonic temple 

85 No. Main St. 

Sayville, NY 11782 

 

Second Friday 

Sept.-Mar., May-June 8:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Kenneth J. Lockard 

28 Pleasant Lane 

East Hampton, NY 11937-2410 

(631) 324-1373 

EHFD9130@optonline.net 

 

Deputy Master 

Francis A. Parrella III 

11 Tipton Drive W. 

Shirley, NY 11967-3506 

(631) 473-9867 

Parelf@SUNYsuffolk.edu 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Lawrence M. Gordon 

737 Meadow Rd. 

Smithtown, NY 11787-1620 

(631) 265-0527 

Lorigor21@optonline.net 

 

Recorder 

David L. Ihrig 

14 Avon Place 

Amityville, NY 11701-3202 

(631) 264-9749 

Amityville977@yahoo.com 
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Flatbush Council No. 80 

Masonic Hall 

71 W. 23
rd

 St. 

New York, NY 10010 

(800) 362-7664 

Fourth Tuesday 

March-May 8:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Stenrick B. Adams 

963 Trey Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 11203-4117 

(917) 518-7924 

SB_Adams@yahoo.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Steven R. Gross 

85 Wright St. #2-C 

Staten Island, NY 10304-2085 

(718) 477-5338 

RoyalArchTiler@aol.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Curtis A. Banks 

138-18 107
th

 Ave. 

Jamaica, NY 11435 

(917) 690-0817 

SIRKDBD@yahoo.com 

 

Recorder 

James M. Keane 

7218 Third Ave. Apt. 4 

Brooklyn, NY 11209-2130 

(347) 497-4676 

JMKeane758@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Oneonta Council No. 87 

Masonic Temple 

322 Main St. 

Oneonta, NY 13820 

(607) 432-1412 

Fourth Wednesday 

Sept.-Oct., Jan.-May 7:30PM 

(Dinner 6:45) 

Illustrious Master 

William S. Morley 

255 Main St. 

Delhi, NY 13753-1071 

(607) 746-7759 

Yelrom2@yahoo.net 

 

Deputy Master 

James A. Meek 

139 So. Washington Rd. 

Oxford, NY 13830-3205 

(607) 843-9416 

meekjandl@earthlink.net 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Robert N. Rogers III 

330 Millbrook Rd.,  

Oxford, NY 13830-3208 

(607) 843-9526 

Rogersr4@frontiernet.net 

 

Recorder 

Homer A. Burch 

14 Eric St. 

Norwich, NY 13815-1002 

(607) 334-8871 

Burchha@roadrunner.com 
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North Shore Council No. 88 

Matinecock Masonic Historical Bldg. 

14 W. Main St. 

Oyster Bay, NY 11771-2216 

(516) 624-9622 

Fourth Monday 

Sept.-Oct.,Mar.-Apr.,May or June 8:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Stephen J. Lovasz 

65-90 160
th

 St., Apt. 4-J 

Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 

(718) 380-3036 

Wella0520@aol.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Michael J. O’Shaughnessy 

3148 Spencer Dr. 

Bronx, NY 10465 

(347) 739-9268 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Kenneth I. Sussman 

20 Huntington Ave. 

Kings Park, NY 11754-4911 

(631) 269-4261 

Kismetpote04@aol.com 

 

Recorder 

Laurence C. Tuck 

191 Main St., Apt. E 

Port Washington, NY 11050-3231 

(516) 944-8785 

Larrytuck@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

Cayuga Council No. 90 

Masonic Temple 

59 E. Main St.  

Trumansburg, NY 14886 

(607) 387-5659 

Third Wednesday 

Sept.-Dec., Mar.-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Kim C. Dellow 

2459 East River Road 

Cortland, NY 13045-9758 

(607) 753-9859 

Kimcvd@scnymail.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Peter L. Ditmars 

4259 W. Seneca Rd. 

Trumansburg, NY 14886-9510 

(607) 387-6878 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Charles A. Dellow 

1781 S.R. 13N 

Cortland, NY 13045-9617 

(607) 756-2397 

 

 

Recorder 

David H. Raymond 

4399 W. Seneca Rd. 

Trumansburg, NY 14886-9318 

(607) 279-7419 

dhr@fltg.net 
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Hamburg Council No. 91 

Masonic Temple 

645 Main St. 

E. Aurora NY 14052 

(716) 655-1694 

Second Wednesday 

Sept.-Dec., Feb.-May 8:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Selom Adjogah 

189 Breckenridge Sst. 

Buffalo, NY 14213-1563 

(716) 310-5204 

Selom_adjogah@yahoo.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Lee Garrison 

1874 East Hill Rd. 

Franklinville, NY 14737-9584 

(716) 566-0071 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Ronald H. Baumler 

212 E. Main St. 

Hamburg, NY 14075-5256 

(716) 649-7890 

RonBaumler@roadrunner.com 

 

Recorder 

Thomas W. Beck 

521 So. Davis Rd. 

E. Aurora, NY 14052-9702 

(716) 652-3590 

Beck8270@roadrunner.com 

 

 

 

 

Nun Da Waga Council No. 92 

Masonic Temple 

39 Main St. 

Attica, NY 14011 

 

Fourth Monday 

Sept.-Nov., Jan.-May 8:00PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Richard C. Anderson 

Post Office Box 56 

Pike, NY 14130-0056 

(585) 493-2203 

Randerson53@rochester.rr.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Dennis G. Parmerter 

4275 Bumbacher Rd. 

Gainesville, NY 14066-9429 

(585) 535-0595 

parmdeb@gmail.com 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Norman H. Steinbaugh 

318 Main St. 

Attica, NY 14011-1221 

(585) 591-2073 

Normann66@verizon.net 

 

Recorder 

Vernon G. Rupert 

Post Office Box 122 

Alexander, NY 14005-0122 

(585) 343-8429 

2nuknez4us@rochester.rr.com 
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Goshen Council No. 93 

Middletown Masonic Lodge 

Middletown, NY 10940 

 

 

Third Thursday 

Sept.,Oct., Jan-May 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Daniel Elliot 

63 Cedar Ave. 

New Windsor, NY 12553-6607 

(845) 562-7533 

Blitz422@hotmail.com 

 

Deputy Master 

Mel Birnbaum 

66 Poplar St. 

Bardonia, NY 10254 

(845) 623-2306 

melnjoan@optonline.net 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Theodore (Ted) Cooperman 

20 Grant St. 

Tappan, NY 10983-1802 

(845) 359-3157 

Tedcoop@aol.com 

 

Recorder 

Robert F. Blanke 

27 Pine Lane 

New City, NY 10956-6534 

(845) 634-9560 

 

 

 

 

 

King David Council No. 97 

Grange Hall 

114 W. Kirby St. 

Dexter, NY 13611 

 

Fourth Thursday 

Aug..- Oct., Mar.-June 7:30PM 

 

Illustrious Master 

Terry A. Byard 

233 Stuart St. 

Watertown, NY 13601-1616 

(315) 788-2141 

tbyard@twcny.rr.com 

 

Deputy Master 

M. Max Bovee 

10781 Wright St. Rd. 

Adams, NY 13605-2103 

(315) 232-4158 

 

 

Prin. Cond. Of Work 

Roswell G. Gotham 

P.O. Box 11  11585 Co. Rte. 125 

Chaumont, NY 13622-0011 

(315) 649-5136 

rgotham@tds.net 

 

Recorder 

Burt V. Goodnough 

9245 S.R. 3 

Sandy Creek, NY 13145-2144 

(315) 408-2487 

Bgmarina@frontiernet.net 
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CRYPTIC DISTRICTS: 

 

1
st
 District: Columbian No. 1 

  Adelphic No. 7 

  Adoniram No. 36 

  Suffolk No. 76 

  Flatbush No. 80 

  North Shore No. 88 

 

2
nd

 District:Union No. 2 

  King Solomon’s No. 31 

  Peekskill No. 55 

  Goshen No. 93 

 

4th District:Bloss-DeWitt Clinton No. 14 

  Joseph Warren Cryptic 37 

  St. George’s No. 74 

  Oneonta No. 87 

 

 

 

6
th

 District:Rotica No. 12 

  Central City No. 13 

  King Hiram No. 18 

  Fulton No. 50 

  King David No. 97 

 

7
th

 District:Ahwaga No. 30 

  Cayuga No. 90 

 

8
th

 District:Doric No. 19 

  Palmyra No. 26 

  Hornellsville No. 35 

  Bath No. 40 

  Skoi Yase No. 75 

  Nun Da Waga No. 92 

 

9
th

 District:Buffalo-Keystone No. 17 

  Dunkirk No. 25 

  Hamburg No. 91 

GRAND COUNCIL 

 OFFICER VISITS: 

 

1
st
  District: Grand Marshal 

 

2
nd

 District: Grand Standard Bearer 

 

4
th

  District: Grand Conductor of the Council 

 

6
th

  District: Grand Captain of the Guard 

 

7
th

  District: Grand Principal  Conductor of the Work 

 

8
th

  District: Grand Steward 

 

9
th

  District: Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 
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MINUTES OF THE 188
TH

 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

 
The 188

th
 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York was held 

on Friday August 19 and Saturday August 20, 2011 at the Treadway Inn, Owego NY. 

OPENING AND RECEPTION OF GRAND MASTER AND OFFICERS OF GRAND COUNCIL 

A Council of Select Masters was opened by the Illustrious Master and officers of Cayuga Council No. 90 

on Friday August 19, 2011 at 7:30PM. The Most Illustrious David H. Raymond, Grand Master, and the 

officers of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York were received, and by order 

of the Grand Master, assumed the stations and places. 

OPENING OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF GRAND COUNCIL: 

A constitutional quorum of constituent Councils was determined to be present, and the Grand Master 

declared the 188
th

 Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 

opened in ample form. In accordance with New York State Fire Laws, he then advised the Companions 

of the exits in case of emergency. 

COUNCILS INELIGIBLE TO VOTE: 

It was determined that Peekskill Council No. 55 was ineligible to vote, as their Annual Return was not 

submitted until August 19
th

, just prior to the opening of the Annual Assembly, in violation of Article 24 

of the General Regulations. 

 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: 

The Grand Master appointed a Credentials Committee, consisting of: RI James Hemstrought Jr., 

James Zearfoss,  

The Grand Master appointed a Committee on the Grand Master’s Address, consisting of MI E. 

William Whittaker, Harvey Payne, and Richard Hadley 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

The following standard Resolutions were duly proposed, seconded, and approved by vote of the 

Companions: 

A Motion that the minutes of the 187
th

 Annual Assembly be approved as printed in the handout.

A Motion that all the reports of the elected Grand Line Officers, from Grand Principal Conductor of the 

Work to Grand Steward inclusive, as will be published on CD, be approved. 

A Motion that all Companion Select Masters in good standing be invited to remain as visitors to this 

Annual Assembly, except at such time as provided by the Constitution. 

A Motion that the Election of Officers be the Order of Business at 1:45PM on Saturday August 20, 2011: 

that each officer be nominated individually; and that the nominating speeches be limited to three (3) 

minutes and seconding speeches to two (2) minutes. 

A Motion that our visiting Grand Masters and Past Grand Masters who are not already Honorary 

Members of this Grand Council be made so. 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND LECTURER: 

The Grand Master noted that the report be distributed in the CD to be created, and commented on the 

excellen

Companions present. 
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RECOGNITION OF ASSISTANT GRAND LECTURERS: 

The Grand Master recognized by name and thanked those Companions who served as Assistant Grand 

Lecturers during the past Cryptic Masonic year. Those present were called to the East: First District, 

VI Richard Schultz, Second District, VI Mark Fytros, Sixth District, VI Stuart Card, Eighth 

District, VI David Hardy, Ninth District, VI Jeffrey Williamson. They were accorded a round of 

applause at the direction of the Grand Master. 

MOTION CONCERNING DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDINGS ON CD/DVD: 

A motion was made, duly seconded, and after discussion, was approved by the Companions present and 

voting, to henceforth distribute the Proceedings of the Annual Assemblies on CD/DVD, commencing 

with the 188
th

 Annual Assembly. 

 

A further motion was made, seconded and passed to have the past Proceedings, which have been saved 

by various individuals, to be compiled, digitized, and saved on CD/DVD, and to be made available to 

those who wish to have them, at a cost to be determined. 

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MASONIC EDUCATION, MEMBERSHIP AND PUBLIC 

RELATIONS: 

The report was given by RI Leonard Mason. 

 

REPORT ON THE LIBRARY AND MUSEUM COMMITTEE: 

The report was given by MI Harvey Payne. 

 

REPORT OF THE RITUAL COMMITTEE: 

The report was given by RI Curtis A. Banks. 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND HISTORIAN: 

Due to the recent sudden passing of RI Paul Edwards, there was no report. A moment of silence was 

observed in his honor. 

 

COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE AND BY-LAWS REVIEW: 

The report was given by MI E. William Whittaker. 

 

GRAND FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENT’S REPORT: 

The report was given by MI Francis I. Karwowski. 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND TRUSTEES: 

The report is printed and distributed, and remarks on it were given by MI E. William Whittaker. 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER: 

Synopsis was given by MI Donald Harrison, is also printed and distributed in the handout. 

 

REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE: 

Was presented on behalf of the Audit Committee by MI Donald Harrison. 

 

REPORT OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE: 

Was submitted by MI Donald Harrison. 

100



THE GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS OWEGO NY AUGUST 2011 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY GRAND MASTER: 

The report was given by RI David H. Raymond. 

 

RECOGNITION OF LIVING PAST GRAND MASTERS: 

The Grand Master ordered the Grand Recorder to call the roll of living Past Grand Masters of our Grand 

Council. The Grand Recorder noted those who were unable to attend, due to the length of their cable tow, 

and health not permitting. Those present were asked to assemble in the East, before the Companions, 

where they were recognized and accorded Grand Honors. 

 

RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRING DISTRICT DEPUTIES GRAND MASTER: 

The Grand Master then recognized the retiring District Deputies, noting that a couple of them would 

continue to serve the next Grand Master, and thanked them for their service to Cryptic Masonry. 

 

LABOR TO REFRESHMENT: 

The Grand Master ordered the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work to call the Grand Council from 

labor to refreshment, to reconvene at 8:45AM Saturday, August 20
th

 for the reception of our 

distinguished visitors, followed by our Necrology. Labor will resume in the Secret Vault following the 

Necrology. 

 

VESPERS SERVICE: 

The service was conducted under the direction of RI  and Rev. Jose Valencia, with the assistance of 

RI and Rev. Charles Lee and RI and Rev. Mark Isaacs. 

 

 

 

 

LABOR RESUMED: 

The Grand Master ordered the Assembly reconvened at 8:45AM on Saturday August 20
th

. 

 

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS: 

A Delegation of Past Most Illustrious Grand Masters of New York was received. 

 

Our Distinguished Visitors were received under escort and greeted by the Most Illustrious Grand Master. 

Delegations were greeted and acknowledged from the following: 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

New Jersey 

Vermont 

The Province of Ontario, Canada 

 

Additionally, representatives from the following Masonic Grand Bodies were received: 

Knights of the York Cross of Honor 

Grand Commandery Knights Templar 

Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons 

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, NMJ 

101



THE GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS OWEGO NY AUGUST 2011 

General Grand Council, Cryptic Masons International 

 

RW Charles Uhle, Junior Grand Warden, representing MW Vincent Libone, Grand Master of 

Masons in the State of New York. 

 

Our ladies were also invited to partake in the morning’s ceremonies. 

 

NECROLOGY REPORT: 

The report was given by the Grand Chaplains. A Memorial Service was then conducted by the Grand 

Chaplains. 

 

LABOR RESUMED: 

The ladies were then excused, and Labor resumed in the Secret Vault. 

 

RECOGNITION OF GRAND REPRESENTATIVES: 

The Roll Call of Grand Representatives of Grand Councils near the Grand Council of New York was 

read, and those present were asked to assemble in the East, where they were thanked and recognized by 

the Grand Master, and accorded a round of applause by the Companions. 

 

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS: 

The Grand Master presented Honorary Memberships to the visiting Grand Masters in attendance. 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND RECORDER: 

The Report was given by MI Joseph P. Pozefsky. 

 

REMARKS FROM THE VISITING DIGNITARIES: 

 

Remarks on behalf of our visitors were made by MI John Barnes, NJ, who also presented MI 

David Raymond with a memento of New Jersey’s Grand Council’s 150
th

 Anniversary. 

 

Remarks from the Concordant Bodies were made by RE James MacConnell, Grand Commander KT. 

 

Remarks from General Grand Council were made by RP Frederick I. Waldron, Regional DDGGM. 

 

ADDRESS OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND MASTER: 

MI Arnold Palmer relinquished the gavel to the Deputy Grand Master and presented the Grand 

Master’s Address to the Companions, following which RI David H. Raymond made a motion that 

the Grand Master’s Address be referred to the Committee on the Grand Master’s Address. The motion 

was seconded and approved by vote of the Companions. The Deputy Grand Master then returned the 

gavel to the Grand Master. 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GRAND COUNCIL CHARITY CORPORATION: 

The Grand Master declared this to be the appointed hour for the Annual Meeting of the Grand Council 

Charity Corporation. The Grand Master turned the gavel over to the President, MI Donald Harrison, 

who conducted the meeting. MI Harrison acknowledged all Directors of the Corporation, and then 

turned over the meeting to MI E. William Whittaker, Treasurer, for his report. Motion made,  

seconded and approved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted. Audit Committee, consisting of Comp. 

Eric Benson, K. Ciatyk, and RI Alan C. Lewis, reported that the Audit has been completed, and the 

books found in order.  Life Member Certificates were presented to a number of Companions of various 

Councils throughout the jurisdiction by MI Companion Whittaker. Motion was then made by MI 

E. William Whittaker that the minutes of this meeting be approved and published, which was seconded 

and approved by vote of the Companions. MI Harrison then declared the Annual Meeting of the 

Grand Council Charity Fund ended. 

 

REMARKS FROM THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GRAND MASTER: 

RW Charles Uhle conveyed the regrets of both the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master, and 

thanked the Most Illustrious Grand Master and the Companions for all the courtesies extended to him. 

 

CALL FROM LABOR TO REFRESHMENT: 

MI Raymond then ordered the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work to call the Craft from Labor 

to Refreshment, to resume Labor at 1:00PM, after lunch.. 

 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY RECONVENED 

The Grand Master called the Craft from Refreshment to Labor at 1:00PM on Saturday August 20, 2011. 

 

REPORT OF ISH SODI AND AWARDS COMMITTEE: 

The report was given by RI Harley DeShane, Grand Captain of the Guard. He announced that the 

Grand Council Cryptic Mason of the Year Award, and the General Grand Council Cryptic Mason of the 

Year Award, together with the General Grand Council Youth Leadership Award, would be presented at 

the banquet this evening. 

Awards and recognitions were presented to the Illustrious Masters or representatives of the following 

Councils: 

Ish Sodi Award: 

 Philip Chandler and Dennis Davis, from Rotica Council 

 Eric Benson, Bloss DeWitt Clinton Council 

 Stephen Lovasz, North Shore Council 

Most Companions Greeted in this Cryptic Year 

 Columbian Council, 27 new Companions 

Greeting five or more Companions in this Cryptic Year 

 Columbian, Rotica, Bloss-DeWitt Clinton and Ahwaga Councils all received certificates. 

Best Attendance at this Annual Assembly 

 Nun-Da-Waga Council No. 92 

Cayuga Council No. 90 was awarded the Kreason Memorial Bible for the greatest contribution to  

  the Charity Fund. 

Councils contributing more than $5.00 per Companion to the Charity Fund: 

 Cayuga Council No. 90, $69.23 per companion. 
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 Doric Council No. 19, $30.88 

 Skoi-Yase Council No. 75, $21.76 

 Rotica Council No. 12, $13.88 

 Bloss-DeWitt Clinton Council No. 14, $10.41 

 Nun-Da-Waga Council No. 92, $7.50 

 Oneonta Council No. 87, $6.38 

 King Hiram Council No. 18, $6.25 

 Goshen Council No. 93, $6.03 

 Peekskill Council No. 55, $6.00 

 King Solomon Council No. 31, $5.88 

  

  

It was noted that ten Councils did not make contributions to the Charity Fund this year. 

 

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS: 

The report was presented by MI Donald Harrison, following which he made a motion to approve and 

accept the report. The motion was seconded and approved by vote of the Companions. 

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TIME AND PLACE OF THE 189
TH

 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY: 

The report of the Committee was given. The 188
th

 Annual Assembly will be held on August 16 and 17, 

2012 at the Dunkirk Clarion Hotel, Dunkirk NY. 

 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: 

The report was given. 

 There were twenty-four Councils represented, 

  Eighteen Illustrious Masters, 

  Seven Deputy Masters, 

  Six Principal Conductors of the Work, 

  Sixty-One Past Masters, 

  24 Other Companions, 

  33 Ladies. 

 

  Twenty-one Visitors and three ladies. 

 

  TOTAL ATTENDANCE 175. 

 Motion made, seconded and passed to accept the Committee’s report. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

The Grand Master then called the Assembly to order for the purposes of conducting the Election of 

Officers. Tellers appointed were: MI E. William Whittaker, Harvey Payne, and John P. Nosal Jr. 

PMIGM Donald Harrison nominated Deputy Grand Master George Whitmer for the position of Grand 

Master. Nomination seconded by Stuart Card. Grand Master Raymond, after proper question, declared 

the nominations closed. DGM Whitmer accepted the office of Grand Master. PMIGM Richard Hadley 

made a motion that all officers be advanced one position, and the Grand Recorder and Grand Treasurer 

succeed themselves. The motion was seconded by multitudinous companions, and the officers were 

elected. PMIGM Raymond was nominated for the position of Grand Trustee for three years and was 

elected by acclamation. The Grand Lecturer, Curtis A. Banks, was nominated for the position of Grand 

Steward. Nomination was seconded by RI Stuart Card. After proper questioning, PMIGM Raymond 

declared the nominations closed, and Curtis A. Banks was declared elected to the position.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

The Grand Master asked if there was any unfinished business to be transacted. None being reported, the 

Grand Council began the process of the Private Installation of the Grand Master-elect. MIGM Raymond 

then symbolically retired, receiving private Grand Honors, and with a round of applause from the 

Companions. 

 

INSTALLATION OF GRAND MASTER-ELECT: 

The Grand Master-Elect, MI George Whitmer, was duly obligated and installed by MI David 

Raymond, Installing Officer, assisted by MI E. William Whittaker, Installing Marshal. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

The Grand Master determined that there was no further business to be brought before the Grand Council 

at this time. 

 

CLOSING THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY: 

The Grand Master closed the 188
th

 Annual Assembly in due form. Benediction offered by RI and 

Reverend Jose Valencia. 

 

PUBLIC INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS: 

The Elected and Appointed officers of the Grand Council were installed in a Public Ceremony of 

Installation by MI David Raymond, Installing Officer, assisted by MI E. William Whittaker, 

Installing Marshal, and RI and Reverend Charles Lee, Installing Chaplain. 

 

THRICE ILLUSTRIOUS MASTER DEGREE: 

The Degree of Thrice Illustrious Master was conferred by St. George Council, Order of Anointed Kings, 

on all Illustrious Masters-Elect in attendance. 

 

GRAND COUNCIL BANQUET: 

The Annual Banquet was held on Saturday, August 20, 2011. At that time further awards and 

recognitions were presented, 
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